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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you think you’ll get supper tonight? Are you sure? How do you know?

Message: What about Jesus—does He always take care of you? Does Jesus take care of your parents, too? Let’s tell them. (Stand and face parents.) Who died for your sins? Does Jesus love you? Does Jesus love mom & dad? Does Jesus love Grandma & Grandpa? Did He die for them, too? Is He going to take care of them?

…But He is Strong

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Kings 19:4-8) while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled for forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever been totally down and out, just ready to give up and die?

B. The Bible tells us to “Rejoice in the Lord always,” but sometimes, that’s really difficult

C. But joy and happiness are not the same thing.

1. Happiness comes and goes

2. But joy remains

a. It is a product of faith

b. It is the conviction that, no matter what the problem, God has given us the solution in Christ

c. Because no matter how bad things get, we have the hope of the resurrection.

D. In today’s text, Elijah was not happy

1. He had just won a great victory by defeating the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel

2. But now, Jezebel, the queen, had vowed that he’d be murdered within 24 hours

II. And he went in the wilderness a day's journey, and he came and sat under a broom plant, and he asked for his life to die. And He said, "It's too much now, Yahweh, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers."

A. Can you identify with Elijah?

1. He’s had some recent victories, but the future looks pretty bleak for him

2. Jezebel has a history of murdering God’s prophets, and his name is at the top of the list

3. It’s enough to make anyone a bit stressed

B. How does your future look?

1. The drought is turning the corn brown

2. Church offerings aren’t meeting our operating expenses

3. Your health or that of loved ones is bad

4. Friends have turned on you

5. It just looks bleak!

C. But what pathetic faith do you have!

1. Elijah had just seen God send fire from heaven, and 450 prophets of Baal were destroyed

a. But here he was running in fear

2. How many times has God come through for you

a. And yet you run in fear

i. You get upset

ii. You lose sleep

iii. You lash out at people

b. Because you have a reason?

i. No, because your faith is pathetic

ii. Because you think God is so weak that he can’t get you out of this

iii. Or you think He doesn’t love you enough to use His power to carry you through this

iv. What a slap in the face to God!

1. Parents, think about the time, money, and effort you put into raising your children

2. How do you feel when one of them says, “You don’t care about me!”

3. Does it make you angry? Does it hurt?

4. Then why do you do it to God?!

III. He lay down and slept under a broom plant, and hey, an angel touched him, and he said to him, "Rise and eat."

A. Elijah had given up. He went to sleep, hoping he wouldn’t wake up in this world.

B. But God didn’t abandon him in his trouble

1. He’d come through for Elijah on Mt. Carmel

a. When Elijah prayed for fire, it fell from the sky

b. It didn’t just burn up the sacrifice, but the water and the dust

2. And He’d come through for Elijah now

a. He sent an angel to care for Elijah

b. He gave him words of comfort: rise and eat

c. He showed Elijah that He was not only able, but willing without even being asked

C. And God has already come through for you, too

1. He’s carried you through everything up to now

2. And He solved your biggest problem before you were even born

3. By dying on the cross, He solved the problem of sin once and for all

4. And He does it today the same way He did for Elijah: “Take and eat”

IV. And he looked, and hey, a cake on coals and a jar of water, and he ate and drank and lay down again.

A. How did God provide for Elijah?

1. Through very common means

2. No fire from heaven this time

3. Just bread and water

4. Yet He provided what Elijah needed

B. But without the fireworks, it’s sinfully easy to overlook God as the giver

1. You pray for rain, but when it comes, do you thank Him in word and deed?

a. Do you even recognize Him as the giver?

b. And if you do, does it have any impact on how you live your life?

2. When God provides healing, do you set time and other priorities aside to pray to God and thank Him and be in His Word, or do you run off like the 9 lepers?

3. When the future looks good (and it always was--you just can’t always see it through your limited eyes and paltry faith in the God Who’s already there), do you praise God and share His love with others, or do you, in the richness of God’s blessings, find it impossible to get through that needle’s eye to be with God?

V. And the angel of Yahweh returned a second time and touched him and said. "Arise. Eat, because the journey is too great for you."

A. Elijah had said, “It’s too much,” and the angel echoes his words, both to Elijah and to you.

B. Yes, the journey is too much for you.

1. But it’s not by your own sustenance that you get through life

2. If you can force yourself to look past the end of your own nose, you can’t help but see God’s hand pushing, pulling, and carrying you through all the trials of your life

3. It’s too much for you, but nothing’s too much for God

C. So how does He sustain you?

1. Just like Elijah

2. “Take and eat; take and drink.”

3. If your faith is full, the rest falls into place

D. Does that mean you won’t have struggles?

1. Of course not!

2. But if your faith is full, your vision, or rather, your outlook, will help your perspective

3. Once you see God carrying you through, your life becomes like the “Pirates of the Caribbean” ride at Disneyland

a. No matter how scary things get

b. You know there’s a light at the end of the tunnel

c. And for a Christian, that light is resurrection and eternal life

E. You don’t have to worry about what’s going to happen to you because of what already happened for you:

1. In spite of your sin, God loved you enough to send His Son to save you

2. Regardless of your ungratefulness, Jesus paid the price for your sin

3. And irrespective of your willingness to believe

a. Jesus paid for your sin on the cross

b. He sent the Spirit to give you faith through Baptism

c. And He has, does, and will strengthen and preserve you in the true faith to life everlasting through His Supper

VI. So he arose and ate and drank and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God.

A. You are weak, but He is strong

B. Taste the bread of life and be refreshed in the forgiveness of your sin

C. Go in the strength of the Lord and in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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