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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does “church” mean?

Message: We use the word to mean a lot of things, but the word is used in the Bible to mean “a group of people who believe in Jesus.” You are all part of the church, and Jesus died for the church, so He died for you.

The Church

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Kings 8:41-43) “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of your name-- for men will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm--when he comes and prays towards this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling-place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, we had thirty children here for Vacation Bible School

1. They learned that God created them, gives them faith through Word and Sacrament, and that He saved them by dying on the cross and rising again

2. And as they heard God’s Word through lessons, activities, games, and even snacks, they grew in faith

B. They came for all kinds of reasons

1. Some enjoy the games and snacks

2. Some come because it’s free babysitting

3. Some come because their parents think it will be good for them

4. Some come because they want to know more about Jesus

C. In today’s text, Solomon prays at the dedication of the first temple for those who will come to it

II. Also, concerning the foreigner who is not of your people, Israel, when he comes from a far land for your name's sake,

A. God’s Word is living and active

1. And the more God’s Word gets out, the more people will come

2. Because God’s Word changes lives

3. We so often assume that everyone knows about Jesus

a) But some only know what they see on TV and read in the news weeklies about Him, which is generally more fiction than fact

b) Others hear about Him at their churches, but the message is diluted or overpowered with the Law

c) And the Law doesn’t save—only the Gospel creates and strengthens faith

B. But what do we do when the world comes to us?

1. Are we ready to reach out to the world in the name of Christ?

2. Are we ready to share the cure for death with those dead in their sins?

3. Or would we rather stay in our comfort zones?

4. A fellow pastor told me of a church where, when he asked about their evangelism program, he was told, “We have a sign. If they want to come, they will.”

5. But as hard as the evangelism committee works on projects, the key to evangelism is personal one-on-one conversation with your family, friends and neighbors

III.  (For they will hear of your great name and your strong hand and your outstretched arm) when he comes to pray in this house,

A. The world has certainly heard of Christianity

B. But too often, it’s bad press

1. Historical and public examples include the Spanish Inquisition, the Crusades, and people who kill abortion doctors or claim that God hates gay people

2. Also damaging to the name of Christ are the sins of individual Christians

a) Jesus said we’re a city on a hill

b) The world can see us and is watching us to see whether there’s anything to our beliefs

c) And so often, we act like Christ is just one more appointment, along with soccer practice and the Lion’s Club

d) We don’t even have time to spend more than an hour each week—if that—with Him studying His Word, yet you’ll find no activity of greater importance

C. But God’s name is indeed great

1. There is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved

2. But we are indeed saved by His name

3. He gave us His name at our Baptism to save us

4. And He has given His name to call upon in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks

D. God’s name binds us together

1. His name and His teachings define the church

2. The church is found where God’s Word is taught in its purity and the sacraments are rightly administered

3. So in spite of our sinfulness

4. God is indeed present with us

5. And His name remains on us

IV. hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and do according to all the foreigner calls on You for in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as does Your people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by Your name.

A. If people will come to the church for a person, whether pastor or layman, he will not likely remain

1. Human personality is not an evangelism method

a) Because humans fail

b) And faith in any man is idolatry

2. The key is love

a) Willingness to sacrifice for others

b) Willingness to go out of your way to help others

c) Willingness to share Christ’s love however He gives you opportunity

d) Willingness to share the truth of God’s Word

B. That is why God’s house is called by God’s name

1. Not because of our love

2. But because of God’s love for us

3. Because of His willingness to die on the cross for us

4. And because of His willingness to be present with us

a) Present in Baptism

b) Present through His Word

c) And present in the Lord’s Supper

C. And His presence is a blessing

1. He is present to strengthen and preserve us

2. He is present to forgive us

3. And He will be present in us and with us forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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