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Ray Nagel Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Peter 1:3-9) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You are here today because you know Ray Nagel

B. And most of you know a few things about Ray Nagel

1. That he was a hard-working farmer

2. That he was kind and generous

3. And that He did his part to help the dairy industry by making as many malts as possible

C. But today, you need to know something else about Ray Nagel, something that you may know already

1. Ray Nagel was a sinner

2. He was a sinner from the moment of his conception

3. He was born in rebellion to God

D. But you also need to know something even more important about Ray Nagel

1. Ray Nagel is a Baptized child of God

2. And His sins were washed away by Jesus Christ

II. Blessed be the God & Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy made us born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ out of death,

A. The Psalmist tells us that, “In sin, my mother conceived me.”

1. Since Adam and Eve, everyone born of a human father has been a sinner from the moment of conception, inheriting the sinful condition from their fathers like a spiritual genetic flaw

2. And there are no exceptions to this rule—none whatsoever

3. The Bible tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God

4. And we are also told that sin earns death—eternal separation from God and His love

B. But as St. Peter tells us in this text, we are born again in Baptism, raised from death

1. Ray Nagel was Baptized into God’s family, and his sins were all washed away

2. God uses Baptism to give faith, and through faith, eternal life

3. This is only possible because of God’s power and His mercy

4. Just as God is able to give life out of death, so is He able to give life to those dead in their sin,

a) And we were all dead in sin

b) But by nothing short of a miracle, God is able to breathe life into our hard hearts through His Word and Sacrament

III. into an inheritance-an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading [one]—guarded in heaven for you,

A. This is what God has in store for all who believe: an incorruptible inheritance

B. Ray worked hard as a farmer

1. But no matter how hard he worked, he had to keep controlling weeds

2. All because of the curse of sin

C. But in the inheritance that awaits us in heaven, the toil is gone

1. God has remade all things perfect

2. He remade us in our Baptism, but our lives still have the weeds of sin

3. But at the resurrection we all await, He will remove those weeds once and for all, making us clean, pure, and incorruptible for eternity

IV. who are protected by the power of God through faith to salvation prepared to be revealed in the last time,

A. Note Who preserves faith

B. Not us through our good works

C. But the power of God

D. Because faith is both gift and miracle

V. in which you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, it's necessary being distressed by various trials.

A. Distressed by trials is exactly what Ray went through at the end of his life on earth

B. And “distressed by trials” is what you’re going through today

C. But our amazing God is able to use distress to our advantage

D. Because it’s the distressing times in our lives when we turn to God

E. It’s only through trial that we are able to recognize our powerlessness and God’s power

VI. so that the testing of your faith, being more valuable than gold which is perishable, though tested by fire, may be found to praise and glory & honor in the revealing of Jesus Christ.

A. You can’t see faith

1. It exists in the heart

2. And only God can know where faith is found

3. And not until Jesus’ coming will we know for sure about others’ faith

B. But we can hear the promises of God

1. They are given to all people of all times

2. And the promise of eternal life in Jesus gives faith to those who hear it

3. And the washing of Holy Baptism gives faith as well

VII. Whom not having beheld, you love, Whom now you don't see, and are believing, but you greatly rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, carrying the end of faith: salvation of souls.

A. So let this be your comfort and your joy

B. That even though we are all sinners

C. Jesus died to take away our sin

1. He died for me

2. He died for you

3. And He died for Ray

D. And because of His sacrifice on our behalf, and through the faith given by water and the Word, we have the promise of eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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