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Children’s Sermon

Object: Have you ever had a toy break? Did you like that? Have you ever had a part of you break (even skin, etc.)?

Message: When Jesus comes, we’ll have new bodies that don’t break. Nothing will ever be ruined. All because Jesus was broken for us on the cross.

Resurrection

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Peter 1:3-9, WEB) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy became our father again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that doesn’t fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who by the power of God are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been put to grief in various trials, that the proof of your faith, which is more precious than gold that perishes even though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ-- whom not having known you love; in whom, though now you don’t see him, yet believing, you rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory-- receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

C.S. Lewis likened God's use of adversity to walking a dog. If the dog gets its leash wrapped around a pole and tries to continue running forward, he will only tighten the leash more. Both the dog and the owner are after the same end, forward motion, but the owner must resist the dog by pulling him opposite the direction he wants to go. The master, sharing the same intention but understanding better than the dog where he really wants to go, takes an action precisely opposite to that of the dog's will. It is in this way that God uses adversity.

II. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

A. who according to his great mercy became our father again

1. Literally, “Made us born again”

a. We who were dead in our sin have been made alive in Christ

b. As we look at the story of Easter, that should’ve been us hanging on the cross

i. Should’ve been us crying out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” and knowing full well why God would forsake us.

ii. Should’ve been us buried in a tomb

iii. And if it’d been us, that stone would still be there

iv. Because that’s what our sin has earned us

c. But that’s not what Jesus earned for us

2. Peter opens this section with a beautiful tie of two closely-related teachings

a. (John 3:3-5, WEB) Jesus answered him, “Most assuredly, I tell you, unless one is born anew, he can’t see the Kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly I tell you, unless one is born of water and spirit, he can’t enter into the Kingdom of God!

b. (Romans 6:3,4, WEB) Or don’t you know that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism to death, that just like Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

3. Peter is beginning with Baptism, the way we all, young or old, begin our new life as God’s children

a. By our baptisms, we have been born again into Christ’s death

b. But how can you be born into death?

c. It’s been said that life is terminal: as soon as you’re born, you start to die

d. But when you’re born into Christ’s death, you start to live!

i. In our baptisms, we are a new creation

ii. What does that mean?

iii. Our faith gives us a foretaste of the resurrection

B. to a living hope

1. Our faith is a deposit

2. We will get the full inheritance at the resurrection

3. But for now, God has given us faith to carry us through the now

C. through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1. to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that doesn’t fade away,

a. Here’s one of the great joys of Easter

b. When Jesus rose again with an incorruptible body

c. We were given the assurance of the same incorruptibility

d. In the new creation, we will no longer be subject to temptation

e. Unlike Eden, God’s new perfect creation will never be under the curse of sin

f. It will be Eden restored, but not Eden repeated

2. reserved in heaven for you, 

a. Why?

b. Because you have been born again of water & the Spirit!

c. Because you are a new creation!

d. Because the new creation that God made you to be deserves—for Christ’s sake, not your own—to live in the New Creation

3. who by the power of God are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

a. God keeps us in that faith He gave us
b. Notice that Peter does not say, “Guard your faith”

c. He says God guards you through faith

i. Through the Word of God you’re hearing right now

ii. Through the Sacraments

iii. Those are the means He has given us to keep & strengthen faith

III. Wherein you greatly rejoice, 

A. though now for a little while, if need be, you have been put to grief in various trials,

1. Why the hardship we go through?

2. To strengthen our faith!

3. Our troubles remind us how much we need God

4. They turn us around like the dog wrapped around the tree

B. that the proof of your faith, 

1. which is more precious than gold that perishes

a. How often have you counted gold more precious than your faith?

i. Never?

ii. When’s the last time you sinned for personal gain, whether money or otherwise?

iii. If you sin to gain something that will perish, whether personal enjoyment, money, or even a good crop

iv. You’re counting the perishable things of this world to be more precious than your faith

2. even though it is tested by fire,

a. Just as gold is purified by fire

b. So is our faith

i. Adversity can separate those who have faith and those who haven’t

ii. More the point: it removes impurities in our faith and turns us around to see God’s “Big Picture”

3. may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ

a. Here’s the culmination of faith

b. Joy in knowing of the glory that awaits us

C. whom not having known you love; 

1. in whom, though now you don’t see him, yet believing, you rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory

a. Like Thomas, we haven’t seen the Lord yet

b. But we believe

c. Because God gave us faith and protects us in our faith

2. receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

a. Life in this world is hard

i. We suffer

ii. We lose people we love

iii. We are all given crosses to bear

b. But through your pain, let Easter remind you of one thing

i. That we can defeat every one of this world’s trials with one Word:

1. The Word that Christ earned for us on the cross

2. The Word that gives meaning to “It is finished”

3. The Word of victory

4. The word that summarizes our entire future

5. What is that word?

ii. Resurrection! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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