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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Did you ever get blamed for something that someone else did?

Message: Jesus was blamed for your sin so you can live forever with Him.

Not Me—Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:19-25, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the “Family Circus” comic strip, there are two mischievous invisible characters named “Not Me” and his sister, “Ida Know”

B. When the parents ask who made a mess or broke something, one of these characters gets blamed

1. “Who broke the vase?” “Not me!”

2. “Who tracked mud all over?” “Ida know!”

C. Anyone who has watched children for any period of time can relate to this and has seen the mischief caused by these invisible characters

D. But adults suffer from their antics as well

1. How many times have you said, “It’s not my fault!”?

2. How often do you, like a child, complain, “It’s not fair!”

II. For it is favorable if through a conscience of God that someone endure unjust suffering.

A. Jesus assured us that there would be times when we will endure unjust suffering

1. Stories abound of pastors who stood up for the truth and were persecuted by their flocks because the flock wanted false doctrine

2. Other congregations have suffered because of rogue pastors who preach opinion instead of the Word of God

3. Christians are ridiculed and called all kinds of names for standing on the truth of God’s Word

a) “Homophobic”

b) “Closed-minded”

c) “Backwards”

d) “Flat-Earthers”

B. But when the time comes for suffering, how do you handle it?

1. Do you whine and complain that it’s not fair?

2. How often do you stand up for your own rights compared to the rights of others who can’t defend themselves?

C. God says that it’s favorable to endure unjust suffering!

1. It’s a blessing!

2. That may seem odd, but that’s the theology of the cross

3. We as Christians are called on to pick up our crosses and follow Jesus, and that means being willing to suffer—no getting around it

4. We decorate our churches and homes with beautiful crosses, but consequently, it’s easy to forget that the cross is an instrument of torture and execution

5. You may be willing to carry the cross in the form of a necklace, lapel pin, or on your car with pride

a) But when a friend, relative, or complete stranger for that matter, needs your help, are you willing to carry the cross of service?

b) When a friend needs to hear about the cross of Christ, are you willing to give him that gift?

c) And when you are called to serve in whatever capacity God calls you, even if it’s just doing your job,

(1) Do you do it in joyful response to Christ’s sacrifice for you,

(2) Or do you complain about it?

III. For what glory is it if, sinning & being beaten, you'll endure it? But if you do good and endure suffering, this is favorable with God.

A. If you sin and get caught and have to pay the consequences, that’s nothing to glory in

B. That’s simply getting what you deserve

C. But in Christ, we find tremendous joy in suffering

1. Because God uses suffering to strengthen us

2. That’s often how we learn best

3. We use it when we discipline our children

4. And what kind of Father would God be if He didn’t discipline us?

5. He loves us enough to discipline us

6. Because some suffering now is better than eternal suffering in hell

IV. For you have been called for this purpose: since Christ also suffered for you, leaving to you and example that you follow in His steps,

A. Our suffering doesn’t earn us favor with God

B. He already favors us because Jesus gave us His righteousness by paying for our sin on the cross

C. But because of His loving suffering for us, He calls us to suffer for others

1. He suffered to save us

a) And our willingness to suffer for the sake of others,

b) whether that suffering be willingness to swallow our pride

c) or whether it be self-sacrifice through acts of service,

d) Will show others the love of Christ

2. The simple reality is that many people in this world have never seen, and therefore don’t believe in the existence of the unconditional love Christ has shown to us

3. And even those who have will not believe that such a love can be found in Christ if they don’t see it in those who claim to be His followers

4. Given the love He has shown us, it’s the least we can do in thankfulness

V. Who did not sin, nor ever was there found deceit in His mouth.

A. When we suffer, we always deserve worse

1. We are sinners through and through

2. And while the suffering in this world is not caused because we deserve it

3. It is a result of the effects of sin in this world

4. As well, it’s often caused directly by the consequences of our sin or the sins of others

B. But Jesus truly never deserved any suffering He endured

1. He is the only man who ever lived a perfect life

2. He lived a life in perfect obedience to God

3. And His obedience was always joyful, even when it meant paying for our sins

4. The guiding principle of His life was “Thy will be done.”

VI. And while being abused, He did not abuse in return. While suffering, He did not threaten, but gave Himself over to the [One] judging righteously.

A. When Jesus was mistreated, He didn’t “give as good as He got”

1. Strength is too often measured in our world by our ability to retaliate

2. If you want to overcome someone who is persecuting you, the best way to do that is to “do him one better”

3. But revenge in any form is not a measure of strength

4. It’s a display of weakness and lack of self-control

B. Jesus was strong enough to face the full wrath of God head-on

1. Nobody in the world has ever shown such courage—He knew it was coming before the world began and went ahead with it

2. And when His own people, the people He was saving, mocked Him for it, He responded by praying for their forgiveness

3. Jesus showed repeatedly that folded hands are always stronger than fisted hands

VII. Who Himself carried our sin in His body on the wood, that dying to sin, might live in righteousness, for by His wounds you are healed.

A. It’s specifically because of our cowardice, our selfishness, and our weakness that Jesus went to the cross.

B. By going to the cross and facing the wrath of God on our behalf, Jesus defeated sin

C. And in our Baptism, the Holy Spirit freed us from sin that we no longer be slaves to sin

D. And even though we keep returning to that sin,

E. We are still forgiven and healed by Christ’s wounds

VIII. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you've been turned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls.

A. This is what Jesus has done for you

B. He paid for your sin on the cross

C. He sent His Spirit through the Gospel and the Sacraments to turn you around

1. He turned you from your deadly sin to the promise of resurrection and eternal life

2. So when God looks at your sin and says, “Who is to be punished for your sin?” you can say, “Not me!”

3. But you do know the answer: Jesus Christ was already punished for your sin

4. And He knows you and loves you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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