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Children’s Sermon

Object: What can you tell me about Noah?

Message: They were saved through that water. What water saved you?

Open & Shut

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Peter 3:15-22, NIV) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Yesterday, we were watching reruns of “Family Feud” on TV

B. One of the survey questions was, “Name something you’d need a witness for”

1. There were all sorts of answers: Trials, weddings, accidents

2. But the most important answer was, not surprisingly, not on the board

3. What’s the most important thing you’d need a witness for? The Gospel of Jesus Christ

C. So often, the opportunity presents itself, and you are silent

1. You have all kinds of excuses

a. I’m not trained

b. I don’t know what to say

c. I’m worried it’ll ruin our friendship

2. But when a witness is called for a trial or wedding, he’s not called for his ability or expertise

3. He’s called to speak because he has something important to say

4. And what could be more important than how to avoid hell and live forever?

5. You all, I hope, know the answer, and that’s all the education you need

II. But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.

A. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.

1. Do you believe it or not?

2. You easily respond “He is risen indeed! Halleluia!”

3. But when the time comes to say that to someone who doesn’t know it,

a. By shutting your mouth

b. You are, in effect, shutting the grave back up

c. As if the open tomb and victory over sin, death, and the devil were embarrassing!

d. Or what about your friends and family who hold to a different teaching than the truth that you’ve been taught?

i. Do you ever discuss those differences?

ii. Do you ever share the truth with those in error?

iii. Do you search the Scriptures together to determine the truth?

iv. Or do you let them remain in confusion, holding to doctrines of the devil because nobody ever told them the truth?

4. If you thought there might be a pipe bomb in your neighbor’s mailbox, would you do whatever it takes to keep him from opening that mailbox?

a. Of course you would! You wouldn’t want him to die!

b. Then why, if that same neighbor doesn’t know Jesus and will go to hell for eternity because of it, aren’t you willing to do whatever it takes to keep him from eternal death?

B. But do this with gentleness and respect,

1. keeping a clear conscience,

a. This is a very important note here

b. The temptation is to act superior because you have the truth

i. [Taunting] “Ha, ha, I have the tru-uth and yo-ou do-on’t!”

ii. Or, “Well, those people aren’t worth saving anyway”

iii. Or, “Boy, are you a fool! How can you believe such nonsense?”

c. There’s way too much back-patting going on in the Christian church

i. Everything from using church words  and cryptic slogans like “Turn or burn”

ii. To gossiping about “how bad someone turned out,” but not trying to help that person

2. so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

a. Do you want your neighbor to know you’re a Christian?

b. How would it affect the way he thinks of Jesus?

c. If you were wearing a shirt that said in big letters, “I’m a Christian,” or the like, would you act differently?

III. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

A. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.

1. Talk about suffering for doing good!

a. Jesus is the ultimate example of this

b. He lived a perfect life for you

i. He never passed up an opportunity to share the Gospel

ii. He did everything, even to death, to save us

2. Sometimes being a Christian means suffering for our faith

a. Maybe it means potentially losing a friend or even upsetting a family member

b. Maybe it means losing a job or something else important to you because you won’t compromise your principles

c. Look at the people you care about & spend your time with

i. What do you do with them?

ii. Is it God-pleasing?

iii. Do you care enough about them to discuss it with them—for their own good?

B. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,

1. Even though your faith is silent all too often

2. Jesus died for you anyway

3. And even though your mouth is usually closed about Him

4. The tomb is not

5. And even though you don’t deserve it

6. Jesus earned eternal life for you

C. through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.

1. First of all, there’s a problem in the translation here

a. “disobeyed” would be better translated “disbelieved”

b. Those in hell to whom Jesus went to proclaim victory

i. while they are there for their disobedience and sin

ii. Are ultimately there because they didn’t believe the message of salvation Noah preached to them for 120 years while he was building the ark

D. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,

1. and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also

a. not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God.

i. Another translation problem: “pledge” should read “response”

ii. You can have a 100% clean conscience toward God

1. Not because of personal worthiness or merit

2. But because, just as the flood killed the evil in the world

3. And just as Jesus’ death killed the evil of sin

4. So your baptism has killed the evil of your sin, washed it away completely

1. What an amazing gift

2. God says, “You must be spotless to enter my kingdom”

3. Then He Himself washes you clean so you may enter!

b. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

i. who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand

1. You were baptized into Jesus’ death: the forgiveness of your sin

2. Your sin was drowned on the day of your Baptism

3. And in that same baptism, you have the promise of eternal life, to rise as Christ did

4. And no matter who you are or what you’ve done (or not done) with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

1. Because your sins have been washed away

2. God says of you the same thing He said at Jesus’ baptism:

3. You are my Son, Whom I love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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