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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What are some things you can’t do? (Get answers) What about being good enough to go to heaven?

Message: Some things we just can’t do, but Jesus can do anything, and HE has earned our way to heaven by dying for us on the cross.

Jesus Stands

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:6-11, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. [Dubuque] Explain about our remodeling and statue of Jesus

B. With the work being done on our sanctuary, the most notable absence seems to be the statue of Jesus on our altar

1. For the time being, it’s locked in another room

2. And even though the door is locked, you can be confident that it’s in there

3. And the wounded hands still reach out to signify blessing and welcome

C. In the same way, the real Jesus can’t be seen, either

1. For the time being, He is hidden from us, having ascended to the Father’s right hand

2. Yet at the same time, unlike that statue, He is still with us and fills all things

3. And His very human, still-pierced hands continue to reach out to you in blessing and welcome

II. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God that He may raise you in due time,

A. Pride is so often seen by our society as a positive trait

B. But what is pride?

1. It’s self-worship

2. It’s taking credit for what God has given you, whether it be your abilities, your possessions, or even your circumstances

C. But what does pride do?

1. It interferes with faith, leading you to trust in created things instead of your creator

2. It causes you to value yourself over others and see them as less than you

3. And it sends a message to those outside the church that we are all about ourselves instead of focused on Jesus

D. Instead of elevating yourself, the godly response is to elevate God

1. It just makes sense

2. He outdoes you in every way except in sin

E. Because He will elevate you—right out of the grave

F. That’s nothing you can accomplish for yourself

G. Any more than Lazarus had any hope of raising Himself—Jesus did it all

H. And He did it all for you as well, by dying for you, raising Himself, and sending the Holy Spirit to give you faith

III. casting all your care on Him since He cares about you.

A. It seems like the opposite of pride is helplessness

B. But helplessness and humility are not the same

C. Often., pride and helplessness go hand-in-hand

1. Because pride tells you that you can accomplish what you believe needs to be done

2. But humility looks to someone else for help

D. And God not only can help you—He will
1. He cares about you

2. He cared enough about you to pay for your sin on the cross

3. Certainly, He can be trusted to handle your other problems, none of which are as bad as eternal hell

4. No need to worry about being helpless

5. Because you’re in God’s hand, and He loves you

IV. Be sober and vigilant. Your adversary, the devil, conducts himself like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

A. The reality is that there is a devil

1. He was already defeated by Christ on the cross

2. And he is destined to suffer (not rule) in hell for eternity

3. And the only revenge he can have against God is to take you with him

B. And that devil would love to have you take him on by yourself

C. Because he prowls like a lion

1. Lions don’t attack the strongest of the herd

2. They look for weak spots

3. And so the devil prowls, looking for your weak spots

4. He knows you have them, and he has watched you long enough to know what those weak spots are.

5. And as long as you insist on fighting him on his terms, without the Word of God as your weapon,

6. He’s going to continue to beat you and tempt you

7. Give him the chance, and he’ll tempt you to embrace the wisdom and offers of this world over your faith and the Kingdom of God

V. Resist him, immovable in your faith, knowing that your brothers in the world are undergoing the same suffering.

A. How do you resist him?

1. The same way Jesus did in the wilderness

2. “It is written!”

3. Through personal and group Bible study—iron sharpens iron

4. Through memorization

5. Through frequent use of the sacraments

B. But you’d rather embrace him

1. [Delaware] 80% of you will choose the world this morning and every Sunday morning at 10:15 or so instead of learning how to stand firm against the devil

2. [Dubuque] So often, you choose the world’s pleasures instead of the Word of God

3. And the world is more than happy to embrace you—and smother you

4. She will entice you with all manner of pleasures and distractions

5. And she will drag you away from your first love, Jesus Christ

6. But the world doesn’t love you—her lord is the devil

7. And she’s just taking orders from him, stringing you along

8. Is that what you want to be, the world’s pawn and the devil’s groupie?

C. Stand firm against the enemies of Christ!

1. Confront them with your Baptism 

2. Tell them, “I’m a new creation in Christ!”

3. “He bought me with His own blood—I don’t belong to you any more, devil!”

4. “It is written…!”

VI. But the God of all grace, Who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, you having suffered a little while, make you perfect, stabilize you, strengthen you, and cause you to stand firm.

A. In the face of whatever suffering and temptation you might encounter

B. God has given you faith to stand firm

C. And with faith comes the hope of eternal life in Christ

D. And our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness

E. Not an uncertain hope

F. But the absolute assurance of salvation through the merits of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on our behalf

VII. Peter says: To Him be power forever. Amen.

A. Because in Jesus,’ power, you can rest

1. He has the power to break the bonds of sin and death that so easily ensnare you

2. And He used that power on the cross to defeat sin, death, and the devil

3. And He showed that power in an empty tomb

B. God’s power is shown through our weakness

1. Through humble reliance on God’s love and sacrifice for us

2. And through Jesus’ weakened body, beaten and dead on a tree

3. And in Christ crucified, you forever find God’s glory

4. Because through Christ crucified, God cares for you in Jesus’ name. Amen

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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