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Children’s Sermon

Object: What do you have that you like better than anything else? Would you be willing to give that up?

Message: God love Jesus more than anything else, and He gave up Jesus for you. †

Her Only Son

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Samuel 1:21-28) When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.” “Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her husband told her. “Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the LORD make good his word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he shall be given over to the LORD.” And he worshipped the LORD there.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This weekend, I watched God work, and He is amazing to behold

B. A crew of 21 youth and adults with the OAFC anxiously shared the Gospel with the Amana Colonies communities

C. And as I watched all the kids talking one-on-one with the nursing home residents, telling them about Jesus, I thought about Hannah taking her son, Samuel, to the Lord

II. And the man Elkanah went up with all his house to sacrifice to Yahweh the sacrifice of the days and his vow.

A. Elkanah was Samuel’s father

B. And he had, at some point, made a promise to Yahweh and intended to complete it

C. How often do we make promises to God but don’t complete them?

1. Think about your confirmation vows: to make regular use of the Word & Sacraments: have you always done that? (Or have you redefined “regular” to fit what you think that should mean?)

2. When your children were baptized, or your godchildren, think of the vows you made about your spiritual responsibilities to them?

3. How often do you pray for your children and godchildren?

4. When’s the last time you talked to them about Jesus or discussed any part of the catechism with them?

D. But Elkanah kept his promise to the Lord and went and made the sacrifice

III. And Hannah did not go up, because she said to her husband, "Not until the child is weaned;

A. This verse is seemingly an ordinary narrative, easily passed over

B. But if you look at it closely, you’ll find exactly the kind of amazing treasure you can share with your children

C. You see, women didn’t need to go to the temple—their husbands could go make the sacrifice on their behalf

1. We find this idea repeated often in the Old Testament

a. In circumcision, the wife is brought into God’s covenant through her father or husband

b. In both cases, sacrifice & circumcision, the man is shedding blood on his wife’s behalf

2. Now take that to the New Testament and Jesus, and what do we find?

a. Jesus, the “Bridegroom”, had His blood shed as a baby: His circumcision when He was 8 days old

b.
And in today’s Gospel, he was dedicated to God

c. By doing this, He was fulfilling God’s requirements on your behalf

d. And by doing this, He was shedding His blood on your behalf

e. And 33 years later, He’d shed His blood and give up His life for you

f. You, the church, are the bride on whose behalf Jesus shed blood, similar to Elkanah shedding blood on his wife’s behalf a thousand years earlier

IV. then I will bring him, and he may appear before Yahweh and dwell there forever."

A. At the same time, God presents another Christ parallel for you

B. What did Elkanah and Hannah do for God?

1. When the time was right, they gave up their only son to the temple

2. Just as when the times was right, God gave up His only Son to be a temple for you: a place of God’s presence and a place of sacrifice

V. And Elkanah her husband said to her, "Do what's good in your eyes. Remain until you have weaned him. Yet Yahweh will confirm His Word." So the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him.

A. Elkanah and Hannah wanted their child to be strong and healthy, like any parent does

B. But why did they want this?

1. So he could best serve the Lord

2. Imagine what God’s church would be like if we as parents and as a church focused on strengthening our youth for Christ’s service!

a. Taking opportunities to tell them how much they are valued

b. And better, taking opportunities to show them, by making them a priority and giving of ourselves for them

c. And what kind of church would we have if we extended that focus to all of our neighbors, constantly seeking to strengthen their faith through acts of service and sharing the Gospel?

VI. And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her with a three-year-old bull and one ephah (~10 gallons) of flour and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of Yahweh in Shiloh, although the child was young.

A. How old was Samuel at the time? We don’t know.

B. He could’ve been anywhere from 3 to about 10, as “weaned” had different definitions in the Hebrew culture

C. But either way, he was old enough to serve the Lord

VII. And they slaughtered the bull and brought the boy to Eli.

A. There is such a contrast here

B. They gave up a bull and their son

1. What a contrast!

2. The bull seems like such a pittance in comparison

3. But again, our unwillingness to follow that example aside,

4. Again, Jesus is present in this text as the Son given up as the sacrifice

VIII. And she said, "Oh, my lord, as your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to Yahweh." "For this boy I prayed, and Yahweh has given to me my petition for which I asked of Him,

A. Indeed, God answers our prayers

1. He answered Hannah’s prayer for a son

2. And He has answered your prayers as well

3. The forgiveness you asked Him for in the confession and absolution at the beginning of the service has been answered with a resounding “Yes”!

B. And He gave you that forgiveness and eternal life by giving up His Son

1. Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for you and your children

2. Even though you haven’t kept your vows to Him, He kept them to you

3. Because of His sacrifice on your behalf, you are forgiven

IX. "And so I have granted Him to Yahweh, All the days which he is, he is granted to Yahweh." And he worshipped Yahweh there.

A. God gave Hannah the gift of a son, and she gave him back to God for His service

B. God has put people in your life that you may serve through God’s Son

C. And so rejoice!

1. You, too, have been brought to God’s house and given faith in the same Lord

2. And you have been brought here to hear this simple message: that you don’t need to give up anything to be saved

3. Because God has already made the sacrifice for you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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