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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is faith? Faith is trust. You have: faith that the sun will rise today, faith your parents will take care of you.

Message: We also have faith in God. What do we have faith that He’ll do?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Thessalonians 1:3-10, NIV) We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, a whole lot of people worked very hard on our Bazaar & Cookie Walk

1. One of the great opportunities that come with this kind of activity is the chance for a bunch of Christians to all work together for the kingdom

2. Not everyone is an evangelist, but by the variety of things offered, our various skills and talents were able to be used for God

B. Of course, doing good works for God are not really good for God

1. He doesn’t need help—He’s just fine on His own

2. But all the work on this helped to support the work of the church

3. So because of these efforts, hundreds of people hear the Gospel each week

4. You see, it’s our neighbor who benefits from our works

a. God is complete in Himself

b. And we don’t need them to earn anything—Jesus already did that for us

II. We continually remember before our God and Father

A. your work produced by faith,

1. St. Paul here thanks the Thessalonian church for all they’ve done for the ministry

2. But when we talk about good works, it’s important to put those works in perspective, as St. Paul does

a. Good Works are produced by faith

b. And without faith, as far as God is concerned, we can produce no good works

c. Keep that in mind for today’s Gospel lesson in Matthew 25, too:

i. “Whatever you did for the least of these” is only recognized by faith

ii. For the sheep, the Christians, God only remembers our good works—the sins are never mentioned

iii. But for the unbelievers, God remembers none of their good works, only their failures

3. Any attempts to put good works before faith is putting the cart before the horse

a. Good works are a product of faith

b. Faith alone saves—Good works have nothing to do with the cause of salvation

c. They are simply a response to the salvation God has freely given us

B. your labor prompted by love,

1. Here’s the basis for all good works

a. Faith makes them possible, but their source is love

b. Not our love, but God’s love

c. A love that stops at nothing short of complete self-sacrifice

d. If God is willing to give up that much for us, how can we do any less?

i. We like to love others, as long as it’s convenient, or it makes us happy, or we feel good about it

ii. Usually that means short-term commitment and no strings

iii. But love that’s limited, conditional, or short-term is not love—it’s self-gratification

iv. Imagine if Jesus had said, “Well, I care a lot about you, and I want you to know My deep affection for you, but the cross? No, I just don’t think that would be in my best interests.”

v. How can you expect your neighbor to know what God’s unconditional love is or believe it exists unless he sees you live it?

2. Labor is prompted by God’s unconditional love

a. Whether it be working on a church activity

b. Or working at your job

c. Or being a father, mother, husband, or wife

d. God’s love for you is to be the motivation behind all your decisions

C. and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Faith makes good works possible; love is the motivation behind them; and hope is what sees them through

2. Because as much as we want to do good works, self-sacrifice is hard
a. “I only get one time around—I don’t want to blow this one chance.”

b. “Other people are happy—why can’t I be?”

3. But Hope answers those questions

a. Because hope isn’t wishful thinking; it’s firm confidence.

b. Hope says, “I can endure.”

c. Hope says, “I can give up my whole life if necessary.”

d. Hope says, “What’s 80 years of struggle compared with eternity with Christ?”

III. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,

A. because our gospel came to you not simply with words,

1. Note that words are part of the equation

a. You can be the best example in the world

b. But if no one knows why you’re doing it, it won’t help them at all

c. No one can come to faith in Jesus if they don’t know Who He is

d. And again, God won’t benefit from your sharing the Gospel with someone, the benefit to the hearer is of eternal value

B. but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.

1. The other part still isn’t our works

a. But it’s the new creation God has made you

b. The Holy Spirit works through you to accomplish His goal, which is the salvation of souls

c. So while you, in faith, cooperate with the Spirit,

d. All glory and honor still goes to God

IV. You know how we lived among you for your sake.

A. You became imitators of us and of the Lord;

1. Here’s the proper recognition of saints

2. We look to them as examples to follow

a. Not because they’re better than us

b. But we recognize God working through their words and works

B. in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

1. And often, imitation of the saints means suffering like them

2. Because the devil doesn’t want you to show that unconditional love

3. Because he doesn’t want others to be saved

C. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.

1. Macedonia and Achaia were the two halves of Greece

2. So in other words, word gets out about good works

D. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere.

1. God’s Word has a way of spreading

2. It starts out small: began with 12

3. And God works through that Word to produce saving faith and make it spread

a. In theory, we’re only 2 days from the entire world being Christian

b. If every Christian shared their faith with someone today, and that person believed

c. Then the next day, the same happened with the next person, the entire world would be Christian

d. That’s not going to happen

i. Because not all of you are willing to share your faith with someone today

ii. And because hard, sinful hearts resist the Holy Spirit

V. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us.

A. They tell how you turned to God from idols

1. Here again, Paul repeats the “faith, love, hope” triad

2. And you, too, have been given this gift

a. God has rescued you from your “Me first” idolatry

b. He has replaced that idol with His Son

B. to serve the living and true God,

1. Love=service

a. And God is all about both

b. God doesn’t just say He loves you

c. He has proven it

i. He sacrificed His only begotten Son to prove it

ii. And He gives you in the Lord’s Supper the same Body & Blood that was given & shed for you as evidence to that fact

d. In spite of, and because of your idolatry, Jesus died for you

i. He set aside everything for you

ii. He exemplified love by giving up His life so you may live forever

iii. Which leads to the final point of this triad, as well as this text

C. and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

1. Jesus’ sacrifice for you was not in vain

2. He allowed Himself to be tortured by God and man for you

a. To pour out His love for you

b. To gain for you the promise of eternal life

i. Life free from struggling

ii. Life free from pain

iii. Life free from separation

iv. Life free from sin

v. And best of all, life with Jesus, free from death forever

c. That is God’s love

d. That is our faith

e. And that is our confident hope in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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