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Perfect

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, NIV) Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Football commentator John Madden was doing a tour of winning Super Bowl teams. First, he went to Dallas, and in the Cowboys’ coach’s office, there was a goldfen phone. When he asked about it, he was told that it’s a direct line to God. He asked if he could make a call, but the answer was, “It’ll cost you $100,000.” Next, he went to Denver. The Broncos’ coaches also had a golden phone, but theirs cost $50,000/call. Next, he went to Green Bay. Sure enough, a golden phone, but this one was only 25¢. When he asked why so cheap, the coach answered, “It’s a local call!”

II. Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks

A. This is a big order and often misunderstood

1. How can we be happy all the time?

a. That’s not what it says

b. Happiness _ Joy

c. Joy is the deep knowledge that no matter how bad things get, there’s a Savior

d. Joy is knowing that Savior is there for you.

2. How can I pray w/o ceasing?

a. Always rejoicing, right?

b. Know that our God has saved us

c. Know that He’s always with us

d. We can talk to Him any time we want.

e. This isn’t a command: it’s an offer

f. And, it’s a local call for anyone from anywhere

B. This isn’t an order, it’s an allowance

1. No one’s going to force you to be joyful

2. You can’t try to either

3. Your faith will give you joy, whether you like it or not!

III. for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

A. Such is the nature of our God

B. Not very demanding, really

C. His will is for us to be joyful—because He loves us

D. Gave us a reason

1. Knew that we couldn’t save ourselves

2. Knew that we were all headed for a place never designed for humans: hell

3. Knew that sacrificing His own Son would rescue us

4. That’s just what He did

a. Sent him to be human

b. Born in a barn

c. Laid in a feeding trough

d. After living a perfect life

e. Died a criminal’s death

i. (Point) This criminal’s death

ii. (Point) That criminal’s death

IV. Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophetic utterances.

A. We receive God’s Holy Spirit through the Word of God

B. First given in our Baptism

C. Again received every time we hear, read, sing, or speak God’s Word

V. But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.

A. Since God has saved us, it’d be foolish to turn our backs on Him & follow evil

1. Sin hurts us

2. It injurs our faith

3. Every sin is an open attack on the God who saved us

B. Avoid even the things that *appear* evil

1. Be aware of what you say & do

2. Look @ how others see it

3. If it could be taken the wrong way, avoid it if you won’t be able to discuss it

4. Don’t want to hurt others’ faith, even if it means making a sacrifice

5. Nothing more valuable than a human soul

VI. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A. At this point, that sounds ridiculous

1. I’m not always joyful: lose sight of God sometimes as I get wrapped up in my own problems

2. I don’t pray all the time

3. I’m not constantly in His Word

4. I’ve sinned

5. I’ve hurt others’ faith by my life & actions

B. God makes us holy

1. Jesus freed us from sin when He died on the cross

2. He made us holy & perfect & pure

3. Through Him, we are without blame

4. At His coming, we will have all sin removed completely

VII. Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass

A. We are given joy because God has saved us

B. We can pray without ceasing, because He is always listening

C. We can sing our praise & thanks to God for the forgiveness He’s given to all of us

VIII. And His name will be called “Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: When you need something, how do you let your parents know? How do we let God know? How do your parents respond? How does God respond? Knowing His love, let’s pray.

"About the Liturgy"

Offering: Our response to God’s message of love & gift of a Savior. We don’t try to buy His favor—He’s already earned it, but we can give back to Him a portion to give thanks. Faith motivastes us to give that others may have the joy that we have.

Advent Reading

“The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, The majesty of our God. Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you." Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah. And the scorched land will become a pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes. And a highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And fools will not wander on it. No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, And the ransomed of the LORD will return, And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.” Isaiah 35:1-10, NASB.
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