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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Thessalonians 3:9-13, NIV) How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Thinking about the Ambassadors and what they do for our community

B. Thinking about Pastor Lueck & his assistance with our congregation

C. Today’s epistle , if Paul weren’t talking about the residents of Thessalonica

1. I’d’ve thought he were talking about Northern Wisconsin

II. How can we repay God for our joy in you?

A. Interesting way to start out

B. Not, “How can I thank you for what you’ve done for us?”

1. No recognition of human deeds

a. God who places people

b. God who enables us to serve Him

2. Not even thanks for what they’ve done

a. Thanks that God has worked through them

b. He gets all the credit

III. We pray to see you & complete what you’re lacking

A. Paul is anxious to see them again

1. In spite of all he’s thankful for

2. He’s anxious to correct their errors

3. Note: correcting errors is an act of love

a. Often not seen as loving

b. Constructive criticism is often unwelcome and seen as spiteful or judgmental

c. We all need it, especially in doctrine (Teaching)

B. Complete what you’re lacking

1. Coming to straighten them out

2. Share the Word of God with them

3. Give apostolic advice

C. Nothing more important than God’s Word

1. People of eery generation have died for the truth

2. Luther himself had a price on his head because he took a stand for purity of the Word

3. God’s Word in its purity makes us complete

4. Error and heresy create trouble and holes: incompleteness

IV. May God cause you to overflow in love

A. Toward each other

1. Next to sound teaching, the most important part of our mission

2. Just as Brian & Carol need to feed Benjamin with God’s Word to keep his newborn soul healthy

3. We need to feed each other with God’s Word & love

4. As we keep each other healthy, we can minister to the rest of the world

B. Toward all

1. Jesus didn’t say, “Go make disciples of each other.”

2. All nations

a. Your mother

b. Your next-door neighbor

c. People you work with

d. Anyone in your life whose never seen or heard you share the love of Christ

V. Blameless hearts for the coming of Christ & His holy ones

A. By loving each other & all, we share the love of Christ

1. Let others know Christ’s love by showing it with our lives

2. When the opportunity comes, we share the reason for our joy

B. What is this love?

1. Love given unconditionally to us though we were still sinners

2. Love not given freely, but paid for

3. Paid for with the blood of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, on the cross

4. Paid for each of us

5. That’s why He gets the glory for what He does through the Ambassadors, through Pastor Lueck, and through the waters of Holy Baptism

C. It’ll be fulfilled in His coming

1. Marriage feast we’re waiting for

2. He already said, “I do” when He became man & died for us

3. Put the ring on our finger when He gave us faith through Word & Sacrament

4. He’s coming back—could be today—and the reception for all of us will last forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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