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Children’s Sermon

Object: What do your parents do for work?

Message: How are they able to do that? (Lead to: God gives us the skills.) What’s God’s main job? (Forgiveness) How does He do that?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Timothy 1:12-17, NIV) I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Gary Inrig tells us in his book, Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay: There was an evangelist whom God used in a significant way in the British Isles. But he lost his interest in spiritual things and drifted into a life of sin, for a number of months. Some of his sin was done in secret but ultimately, it became public knowledge and even made the headlines. At first, all he could think of was that he had been ruined for life, but, finally, he realized what a fool he had been, and he came back to God like the prodigal from the pigpen. He found exactly the same thing the prodigal did. The Lord welcomed him with open arms and began to strengthen him and bless him. Finally, after a period of waiting, he felt pressed back into a public ministry for the Lord. He was afraid that his sin would be found out and brought up all over again, but after he felt sure it was hidden and tucked away in the past, he went back to preaching, rejoicing in the forgiveness of God. One night, when he was in Aberdeen, he was given a sealed letter. Just before the service began, he read the unsigned letter. It described a shameful series of events he had been engaged in. His stomach churned as he read it. The letter said, "If you have the gall to preach tonight, I'll stand and expose you." He took that letter and went to his knees. A few minutes later, he was in the pulpit. He began his message by reading the letter, from start to finish. Then he said, "I want to make it clear that this letter is perfectly true. I'm ashamed of what I've read, and what I've done. I come tonight, not as one who is perfect, but as one who is forgiven." God used that letter and the rest of his ministry as a magnet to draw people to Jesus Christ.

II. I thank Christ for counting me worthy to be put into service.

A. Immense honor to be called into service

1. Last week, President Bush called the governor of Pennsylvania to a new cabinet position

2. Last year, we in WI watched our governor, Tommy Thompson, called into a similar position

B. Greater honor to be called into service by God

1. Last month, I was honored to accept a call from this congregation

2. Of all the pastors in the LCMS, you chose me

3. Immense honor

C. You don’t have to be a pastor to have a Divine calling

1. “Vocation” means “calling”

2. God calls different people to different callings

3. Pastors, farmers, salesmen, factory workers, truck drivers, parents, soldiers

4. God has given us gifts to use and put us in positions to use them

5. Probably more than one calling

a. Whatever your occupation is

b. Husband/Wife

c. Father/Mother

d. Son/Daughter

e. American citizen

f. Member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

6. Those gifts are just that: gifts

a. We didn’t deserve to be given those gifts

b. We don’t deserve to use them in God’s service

c. Only by His grace that we’re allowed to use them to His glory

III. I was formerly a persecutor of the church.

A. With Paul, literally

1. Responsible for the death of Stephen, the first Christian martyr (besides John the Baptist)

2. Killed many other Christians we don’t know

3. Murdered them simply because of their faith in Christ

B. We are all equally guilty

1. If you break part of God’s Law, you’ve broken the whole thing

2. If you’ve ever snapped at someone, you’re guilty of idolatry, murder, adultery, you-name-it

3. Our sin makes us a lousy witness of the Gospel

4. In the words of singer Grover Leavy, “If you want to lead me to Jesus, you’ve got to find a better way, ‘cause your life is speaking so loud, I can’t even hear a word you say.”

5. God forgives, but people aren’t quite so quick to do the same

IV. I was shown mercy since I was ignorant and faithless.

A. Not “Because I was ignorant & faithless”

1. Paul is not excusing himself

2. Ignorance is not an excuse

3. When I got pulled over a number of years ago for going 70 in a 55 zone, saying, “I didn’t see the sign that it changed from 65 to 55,” didn’t help me. I still got a ticket

B. Paul is just pointing out the depth of his need

1. He showed me mercy because that’s what I needed

2. I was ignorant, so He gave me knowledge

3. I was faithless, so He gave me faith

V. Christ came into the world to save sinners.

A. St. Paul was a sinner

1. We think of him as a pillar of the church

a. Indeed he is

b. Only because he gave us the Word of God in its purity

2. A pastor is only as good as his message

a. If he preaches opinions or psychology or sociology, he’s worthless as a pastor

b. If he preaches only the Word of God: the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, he is of immense value

c. He is giving away eternal life

B. Paul recognized that giving this message wouldn’t save him

1. Only through the grace of God are we saved

2. How did God do that undeserved love?

a. While we were still sinners, He became one of us

b. Completely human, but without sin

c. Having no sin, He paid the price for our sin on the cross: a criminal’s execution for an innocent man

d. Because He took our place on the cross, we are given eternal life by God

e. Even exchange: Jesus’ life for ours

VI. Especially through me, an example of immense forgiveness.

A. So great is the love of Christ, that He can forgive someone like Saul of Tarsus and transform him into Paul the apostle

B. No sin so great that the blood of the Son of God can’t cover it

1. Nothing we need to do to help God out

a. No “decisions”

b. No works

c. No indulgences

2. Simple forgiveness, absolute and complete

C. If God can forgive Saul the murderer, He can forgive us as well

VII. So because of what He’s done for us

A. Because He bought forgiveness for us with His own life

B. Because He gives us faith through His Word and Sacraments

C. Because He will be with us always and keep us in His salvation

D. To the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Rechecking:

Pastoral Context: Cover challenges needed to be heard?

Liturgical context: season theme & mood

Linguistic: Teach a new word?

Cultural: Link w/ a current event?

Buzzword/mnemonic:

Is it art?

Page 
 PAGE 
1


