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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Whom did Jesus die for? (Everyone) All of your friends? Do they know that? Have you told them?

Message: Even if you haven’t told them, Jesus still loves you. In fact, He died to forgive you for not telling others about Him. He will always love you no matter what.

If the Truth Be Told

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Timothy 2:3-7) This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle--I am telling the truth, I am not lying--and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the Christian church, we use the word “Savior” a lot

1. We are distinct as a religion in our use of that word

2. Because we alone believe that we truly have been “saved,” not earned our goal of eternal life

B. But the danger in using a word, especially a “jargon” word like “Savior” that is rarely used outside of the church

C. Is that we take the word for granted

1. But the word and what it means, and particularly the Word-made-flesh that it refers to, is exactly what we need

2. It, or rather He, is the center

a) of our beliefs

b) of our activity

c) and of our lives

II. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

A. St. Paul here writes to Pastor Timothy to encourage him and his church to pray for their governing leaders

B. This is a rather bold request when you consider that their leaders were al pagans who encouraged all kinds of immorality, as well as persecution against the Christian church

C. And yet He says that this is good and acceptable to God to pray for such heathens

III. Who desires all people to be saved and to come to knowledge of Truth.

A. When God became flesh in the man Jesus Christ, He came for all people

B. And when He paid for our sin by dying on the cross, He paid for the sin of all people

C. Do you believe this?

D. If so, why are you so reluctant to share the Gospel with certain people?

E. If you believe that God truly wants all people to be saved, why are you so afraid to invite certain people to church with you? Or even associate with them, for that matter?

1. Do you believe that Jesus died for that lazy guy at work who annoys everyone because they have to work harder because of him?

2. Did Jesus die for the family in your neighborhood that “everyone knows” is living off welfare when they could very well get a job?

3. When Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me,” did that include those noisy kids in your neighborhood who are always getting into trouble?

4. Does the forgiveness of sins also extend to that “delinquent dad” who’s deliberately not paying child support?

5. Did Jesus face scourging for that kid in your school who always eats alone and has no friends?

F. Have you ever considered how much those people, just like you, need to “come to the knowledge of the Truth”?

G. Have you ever considered the powerful impact God could have in their lives through you?

H. Have you ever asked God whether He is calling you to reach out to those people that they may know the Truth the way you do?

I. The Truth is none other than Jesus Christ Himself

1. And He wants all of those people—people you consistently avoid—to come to the knowledge of Him and His love

2. But how can they know how much Jesus loves them if you won’t show them Christ’s love?

3. Why is your reputation more important to you than the forgiveness of sins won for you and those people on the cross?

IV. For there is one God and one mediator between God and people, the person, Christ Jesus.

A. And that one God sent His one Son, Jesus Christ to die for all people

B. No matter how bad their sin, Jesus died for them, and they need to know the Truth

C. And no matter how bad your sin, Jesus died for you as well, and you need to know this Truth

1. That no matter who you are, what your history, or what you’ve done or not done

2. Jesus died for you

3. And He wants you to know the truth of His forgiveness of all of your sin

4. That’s why Jesus came

a) To show you the way

b) To teach you the truth

c) And to be the source of eternal life

D. That one God is that one Mediator

1. This is the nature of our God, that He Himself serves as the mediator

2. We certainly can’t

a) We are conceived in sin and completely unable to stand before God

b) Being only able to do God-pleasing acts through God-given faith and God-given abilities, we deserve no standing before God whatsoever

c) In fact, if you want to know what you as a sinner deserve from God, you need look no further than the cross, where a dying man cries out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

d) Because when you sin, you forsake God

e) And you deserve no less from Him

3. But that’s why it was Jesus hanging on that cross

a) That’s why Jesus took your place—it was the only way

b) God’s law demands that sin be paid by the shedding of blood

c) But before He gave that command, God the Son had already agreed to pay for the sin of the World by His death

d) Even before sin entered the world through one man, the God by Whom all things were made agreed in advance to pay for mankind’s sin

4. Why would He do that?

a) Why didn’t God just scrap the whole “humanity” project altogether if He knew we were going to rebel and require such a drastic payment?

b) Because that’s Who God is—sacrificial love is the core and the essence of God’s nature

c) He went ahead with you and paid the price for you just because that’s the kind of God He is

5. That’s difficult for us to understand

a) As St. Paul says in his letter to the Romans, rarely will someone even die for a good man, but while we were yet sinners, Jesus died for us!

b) When Saddam Hussein is brought to trial, would you want to be his attorney?

c) Would you want to try to defend him in the face of the long list of atrocities he has committed?

d) Jesus even now is defending Him before the Father

e) Because He did one better than that—He took Saddam’s place on the cross to forgive that long list of sins

f) Just like He took your place to forgive your long list of atrocities against the souls of men and against the kingdom of God

6. You don’t have to understand why He would do that

7. You don’t have to understand how the God Who knows all things can forget your sin

8. All you need is God-given faith that He has done just that—forgotten your sin because He paid the price for you

V. Who gave Himself as a ransom for all, His own witness in time.

A. The word “martyr” means “witness”

1. And until the Muslim terrorists hijacked the word in recent years, since now it’s used for suicide bombers who kill the innocent,

2. “Martyr” mainly referred to Christians who were killed for their faith, for showing Christ’s love to the world

3. They were willing to give up their lives that others might know the power of the Gospel and the hope of eternal life

B. And they were willing to give up their lives because Jesus gave up His

1. He paid the ransom price with His own life when we were captive to sin

2. He served as the ultimate martyr, the greatest witness of God’s love

3. He not only pointed to God’s love in action, He embodied it

4. And He continues to be love incarnate for us

VI. For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle (I am telling the truth—not lying.), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

A. Today, we thank God for those He has brought into our lives that we may come to the knowledge of the truth

B. And we thank Him for the blessings that He gives to our world through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

C. We know that only through His saving Gospel—the good news of Jesus our Savior’s death on the cross for our sin—can we receive faith and be saved

D. And we thank God for calling all those who share the truth of the message of our Savior

E. Because Christ alone is our salvation

F. This is most certainly true in the name of Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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