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Children’s Sermon

Object: Clay: make a bird.

Message: “Okay, now you make one.” (Don’t give them any clay.) “God made everything out of nothing! Can you do that? When He made it, it was perfect. Is it perfect now? What happened?” Discuss the fall. “What did God do when people sinned? He made a promise to send someone to save us. Did He keep His promise?”

Father of Fathers

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1st Article of the Apostles’ Creed) I believe in God the Father Almighty

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This article seems to be past tense

1. The earth is already created

2. It’s done: God Created & rested

3. What does this have to do with my life?

B. There’s more to it than that

1. Since then, God hasn’t created anything new, but He didn’t just retire after His first week of work!

II. Why is He called the Father?

A. Father of the Son

1. God is 3 Persons in one God

2. All 3 existed from eternity

B. Your Father

1. Created you by creating Adam, your greatx grandfather

2. Also personally formed you in your mother’s womb

3. As anyone who is unable to have children or those who’ve had surprise pregnancies, God alone determines our children

III. Maker of heaven and earth

A. “Heaven & Earth” is a Hebrew expression that means everything

1. Everything “up there”

a. Space: sun, moon, stars, planets, etc.

b. Heaven: glory & splendor of heaven that we wait to see

i. Angels

1. Messengers of God

2. Not dead people; a seperate creation of God

3. Created as servants for God

4. All created perfect

ii. Good angels

1. Protect us from harm: physical & especially spiritual

2. Act under God’s direction to look out for us

iii. Fallen angels

1. Some fell after the creation was done

2. Their central goal is to lead God’s people away from faith in Christ

3. They’ll do so through lies, false doctrines, destruction, or whatever is necessary

4. Christ has already defeated them when He died on the cross

2. Everything here

a. Earth

i. According to the Bible, God created the earth in 7 days

ii. We have no reason to think that those days were anything but periods of 24 hours

b. All living things according to their kinds

i. Cows didn’t turn into whales

ii. God made whales before cows

iii. All animals, whether insect, dinosaur, bird, fish, or monkey, were created on the 5th & 6th days

c. Mankind

i. Created the same day as monkeys & the land-dwelling dinosaurs—didn’t come from them

ii. Chiefamong God’s creation

iii. We were created in God’s image

1. Holy

2. Authority over creation

3. We lost that image in the fall

B. How did He do it?

1. By His Word

a. All things were created by God’s Word

b. Word is most powerful thing in the universe

c. Same Word you’re hearing preached

d. Same Word in your dusty old Bible

e. Same Word that became flesh: the man Jesus the Christ

2. By His breath

a. Man is the exception to the above

b. We were not called forth by God’s Word

c. We were formed of the dust & received life by God’s breath

d. The “breath of God” is His Spirit, Who gives us life

IV. He still preserves me and all creatures

A. He sustains all things

1. You think it’s chaotic now?

2. Imagine our universe without God’s gracious hand!

3. He provides everything we need to get through each day

B. He sustains more than just our lives here & now

1. God created “the heavens and the earth” perfect

2. We are responsible for messing it up

a. Through our sin, all the way back to Adam, God’s creation was corrupted

b. The curse of sin spread through all creation

c. Infected everyone & everything except God’s throne (heaven) and the good angels, which He kept pure

3. The Father sent His Son to pay the price for our sin

a. Through His death, we are a “New Creation”

b. His death destroyed death, and one day, death will be gone completely forever

V. Why does He do this?

A. “Out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.”

1. Because He loves us, not because we deserve it

2. Easy to think, “I deserve this or that.”

3. “I worked hard for this.”

4. All we have is a gift from God

5. All I deserve is death for my sins

6. Exactly what we get: death

7. Except it was Jesus’ death instead of ours

VI. How do I respond?

A. Give thanks to God

B. Treasure the gifts He’s given us

1. Creation

a. Avoid polluting

b. Follow appropriate hunting laws

c. Treat creation with respect it deserves as a creation of God

d. Treat each other with that same respect

2. His Word

a. Therein we find eternal life

b. There, we find the message that, even though we’re not good stewards,

c. Jesus was for us

d. For His sake, we’re forgiven

VII. Conclusion

From Martin Luther’s Large Catechism: Thus we have most briefly presented the meaning of this article, as much as is at first necessary for the most simple to learn, both as to what we have and receive from God, and what we owe in return, which is a most excellent knowledge, but a far greater treasure. For here we see how the Father has given Himself to us, together with all creatures, and has most richly provided for us in this life, besides that He has overwhelmed us with unspeakable, eternal treasures by His Son and the Holy Ghost, as we shall hear.

In Jesus’ name, this is most certainly true. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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