Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Children’s Sermon

Object: What does “God” mean? Who is God?

Message: What did God do for you?

Above all things

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. We’ve all heard about the ancient myths & false gods of ancient civilizations

1. Greeks: Zeus, Aphrodite, etc.

2. Rome had emperor worship

3. Maybe you’ve seen Hindu gods w/ elephant heads, 6 arms, etc.

B. Most of us can probably safely say we’ve never worshipped such an idol

1. Still, there are modern examples of such practice

a. Praying to saints, angels, or dead relatives

b. Cult of Elvis

c. “Neo-paganism”

d. Any religion that denies the Trinity or Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the forgiveness of our sin

C. These are all examples of “coarse” idolatry

1. Sinful in God’s eyes

2. A rejection of Who He is

3. Pointless, as only God can answer prayers

D. More common in our lives, though, is “Simple” idolatry

1. Fearing, loving, or trusting anything above God

II. Fear God

A. The Mackinac Bride in Michigan & the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in Maryland are both 200 ft above the water & over 4 miles long

1. Both have bridge attendants who will drive your car across the bridge for you if you’re too afraid to drive it

2. Those “Timid Drivers” have a sober respect for that bridge

B. Fearing God means having a sober respect for Him

1. We should not fear anything more than God

a. If someone tries to influence us to go against His will or Word, we should fear God more

b. Might make us unpopular

c. Might make people angry with us

d. We might even have to give up our lives

e. (Matthew 10:28, NAS95) “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (God)

2. Fearing God means avoiding what displeases God

a. Every time we sin, we’re breaking this commandment

b. We’re showing disrespect toward God

c. Sin is treason against Christ: abject rebellion

III. Love God

A. Love, as I tell people in marriage counseling, is not a feeling

1. Love is a verb

2. Something you do

3. Sacrifice

B. Loving God means putting His will above everything

1. Ever had a teacher you loved so much, you wanted to get good grades to please him/her or gain his/her respect?

2. God wants us to love Him like that, but more

a. Martin Luther had trouble with this command

i. Before he came to know Christ’s love, he said, “How can I love an angry judge?”

b. When I was in High School, a friend’s father said to me, “How can I love a God whom I’ve never seen more than my wife?”

3. The answer is in the cross

a. God doesn’t ask for empty love

b. He gives us a reason

i. (Exodus 20:2, NAS95) “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

ii. That’s how He began the 10 Commandments: with “I’ve already saved you,” not “If you want to be saved.”

c. We love because God first loved us

i. He showed us that love by sending His Son, Jesus Christ

ii. There’s that sacrifice I mentioned before

iii. God showed us love on the cross

iv. Not just a demonstration, though

v. He was acting out of the ultimate love: suffering and dying for our sin

vi. And those wounds are the reason we love God with all our hearts

IV. Trust God

A. Temporal security

1. We can trust God to take care of our daily needs

2. He’ll provide for us

3. He can give us, according to our needs, all those things we trust in idols for

a. The things that money buys

b. Love and security of family (which can become an idol)

c. Anything else

4. If He’s willing to give up His own Son, how much more willing would He be to answer our prayers for daily needs?

B. Eternal security

1. We have the promise in His Word that He has forgiven our sins

2. God raised Jesus from the grave to show He’d accepted the sacrifice for us

3. Jesus still gives us that body & blood given & shed for us in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of our sin

4. He has done all that to assure us that we can trust Him in this life & the next in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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