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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Does anyone know what a rumor is? (Define)

Message: Sometimes, you’ll hear rumors, but we shouldn’t listen to rumors. One thing we can be sure is the truth is that God loves us even if we spread rumors, and Jesus died to save us from that sin, too.

Scripturally Correct

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 11:18-22) Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face. To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! What anyone else dares to boast about--I am speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast about. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Here in rural Iowa, the “politically correct” movement isn’t too popular

1. I’ve heard plenty of people say, “Well, I’m not politically correct”

2. And I have yet to see anyone around here express dismay at that statement

B. And yet, the basis of that movement is “tolerance”

1. Not “tolerance” as in, “You’re wrong, but I’ll put up with you.”

2. But rather, the word has been redefined to mean, “If you believe something, I can’t tell you that you’re wrong, no matter what I know or believe to be true.”

C. And while you may scoff at being “P.C.,” how often do you do just that?

1. When a friend or colleague shares his personal views about something with you, and it opposes what you believe, do you say anything?

2. Or do you just nod your head and think to yourself, “I don’t want to offend anyone, so I won’t say anything.”

D. Yet Jesus never backed down from offending people if the truth was the cause of offense

1. That doesn’t mean you can or should be offensive about your presentation

2. But don’t be ashamed of the truth for the sake of someone else’s feelings, especially on the subject of God or salvation

3. Sound insensitive? You’re not doing anyone any favors by keeping the truth from them

4. St. Paul had no “tolerance” for false teachers

5. And St. Jude and St. John were even stronger in their verbal assault on false teachings

6. And all three were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write that way

E. If you’re going to take your cues from a role model when it comes to dealing with false beliefs, you can’t go wrong with a Spirit-inspired apostolic example

II. Since many boast according to the flesh, I will glory also.

A. The problem is that we tend to listen to all the wrong people

1. If you heard talk about your spouse doing something you disapprove of, how would you approach him or her?

a) Would you refuse to listen to it because it’s a baseless rumor?

b) Or would you go home and say, [angrily] “You’ve got a lot of explaining to do!”

2. The news media constantly tells lies about Jesus and Christianity—we know that

a) Yet when you hear someone is accused of wrongdoing, you immediately assume that person is guilty

b) “If he hadn’t done it, he wouldn’t be on trial!”

c) If I, your pastor, were accused of some horrible wrongdoing, would your first reaction be, “Prove it!” or would it be, “How horrible! How could he do that?!?”

d) And that goes for whether it’s a high profile crime or the local gossip

B. St. Paul addressed the Corinthians and shared the Gospel with them

1. But some false teachers decided to slander him and attack his reputation

2. They had no basis for their attacks, yet the people listened to the rumors and ridiculous accusations

C. So St. Paul said, “Fine, if you’re going to listen to their mud slinging, let’s set the record straight.”

III. For you gladly endure the mindless, being wise.

A. It’s gotten better, but I still regularly receive hoaxes in my e-mail, warning me to avoid using my cell phone at gas stations or to forward this message in order to get a free trip to Disney

1. So you’re quick to believe those hoaxes, but when God says that man and dinosaurs lived together, that can’t be true

2. You believe poinsettias are poisonous—they’re not—but hell for everyone who’s not a Christian? That’s a hard pill to swallow.

3. You believe the Nieman-Marcus cookie hoax, but Jesus could come back today? That doesn’t seem likely.

B. But why are you so quick to believe everything you read on the Internet or see in popular media (DaVinci Code, anyone?), but the Word of God needs to be “reinterpreted” to understand

C. Do we really need to be “tolerant” of lies?

IV. For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone consumes you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone strikes your face.

A. We hear true stories—and you probably know someone—where a person is abused by a spouse and refuses help

1. If anyone condemns the abuse and seeks to help the victim, the victim will reject the helper

2. And if the victim is removed from the situation, he or she will soon find someone else to be the abuser

B. Because we are more comfortable with lies than the truth if the truth hurts

1. “I don’t care whether that church teaches different from the Bible—the people are nice.”

2. I’m telling you—if the teachings of this church are unscriptural—or even simply devoid of theology, choosing platitudes or “feel-good” messages instead of the whole truth of God’s Word—you have no business here, should leave now, and find a church grounded solely on the Word of God

3. When it comes to Christian doctrine, never settle for second best or “close enough”

4. The eternal souls of not only this generation, but of unborn generations to come until Jesus comes back are counting on the church today—and you are that church—to keep the message in accordance with the Word of God

5. And the only way to do that is to be in the Word, not only in personal study, but by discussing the Word with your brothers and sisters in Christ through group Bible Study or just sharing your observations from your personal study or even discussing current events and discussing with your family how God’s Word might apply to what you are hearing

a) Did you notice the anti-Christian elements in the Olympic opening ceremonies?

b) Life issues like abortion and embryonic stem-cell research are frequently in the news—have you checked out what the Bible has to say about those topics?

c) You won’t find “cloning” in your Bible’s concordance, but God has a lot to say about it—He’s against it, by the way.

C. But instead of learning enough about the teachings of the Bible and how they apply to modern living, ignorance is bliss

1. Until your child comes home from school and says, “Mom, what’s wrong with gay marriage, anyway? What’s the big deal?”

2. Are you prepared to answer that question?

3. Or when your child decides to move in with a boyfriend or girlfriend, do you know what to say for the sake of your own child’s future?

a) Instead of just quoting statistics about marriages being worse off if the couple lives together first,

b) Are you prepared to say, “Don’t do it—it will be harmful and is an affront to God. By thumbing your nose at God, you’re not only putting your own salvation in jeopardy by unrepentant sin, but you’re also endangering the souls of your future children as they follow your sinful example!”

4. Or are you just going to be “tolerant” and let the clear Word of God continue to collect dust on your shelf and in your mind and heart?

V. According to shame, I speak since we had been weak. Yet however any is bold (I speak in foolishness.), I am bold likewise.

A. We live in not just a world, but a community where many see compassion as weakness or foolishness

1. You have to be competitive if you want to get anywhere in the world! (Or so you’ll hear.)

2. Nobody wants to buy stock in a company that’s more concerned about doing the right thing than about making money

B. But courage stands for the truth, even if it means being unpopular or the lone dissenter

1. It takes courage to love the one that nobody else wants to love

2. If you must be considered weak for helping the weak, then you are showing the weakness and the foolishness of God Himself

C. Jesus came, boldly proclaiming the truth of the Gospel

1. And where do we see God displaying His power?

2. In His Son, beaten and dying on a tree

3. That is the power of God

a) Because through that “weakness”, God saved the world

b) The Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, paid for your sinful attraction to lies

c) It was not the lies of the High Priest and crowd that nailed Jesus to the cross

d) It was your sin and God’s compassion and mercy

e) And the truth is that your sins are forgiven

f) Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life, has brought you before God the Father and raised you up before the Father by Jesus’ own merits and sacrifice on your behalf

g) And not because of your goodness, but rather because God buried you with Jesus in your Baptism,

h) Just as He has already raised you from the death of your sin to life in faith,

i) He will raise you up on that last day

j) Nothing weak about raising the dead!

VI. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.

A. Paul makes this statement to show his credentials

B. But at the same time, more important than his lineage, he is a child of God

1. No matter what you’ve done or “tolerated,” God has made you His child

2. And He loves you not because you’ve earned His love, but because He is your Father and loves you

3. And He will continue to love you and forgive you for one reason and one reason only—the shed blood of His Son Jesus Christ.

4. And that is most certainly true in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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