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A Letter of Recommendation

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 3:1-6, NIV) Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant-- not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When I was a manager @ Wendy’s, new company came in

B. I didn’t like their business practices, so I called my old boss

C. He said, “Write your own reference. I’ll sign whatever you write.”

D. The letter would’ve had the backing of my boss (His Signature)

II. We are called to be references for God

A. Seems backwards

1. Why would God need references?

a. Doesn’t need them

b. Has chosen to use us to share His love

c. Wants others to know about Him

i. We show through our actions

ii. Through sharing the message

B. What kind of references are we?

1. Authority?

a. When people ask you about God, how do you respond?

i. “I think God…”?

ii. The Bible says, “God…”

b. Demonstration?

i. If my recommendation were from a serial killer, no one would hire me

ii. Would anyone be interested in God if you recommend Him?

1. Robin Williams was commenting on The Last Temptation of Christ
2. Demonstratiors: “You will not go to heaven!”

3. Williams: “Are you going to be there? I don’t want to go!”

2. Reflection?

a. Jesus loves unconditionally

i. Sought out the outcasts

ii. Didn’t just stick with his close friends

iii. Went out of His way to be a friend to the friendless (Tax collectors, prostitutes, etc.)

iv. We have trouble being friends to people we haven’t known more than 20 years

v. Jesus went out of His way all the way to the cross

b. Jesus kept God’s Law perfectly

i. Did everything according to God’s Will

ii. Never rebelled against God

iii. Never justified sin

iv. Never backed down from standing up for God

v. Sound like you?

vi. Me either.

III. We’re not promoting ourselves

A. Not much to show off

1. Honest self-evaluation: not good

a. If you had to write a letter explaining to God why you should get into heaven, could you?

2. He won’t just take in anyone

a. Only the best

b. Must be perfect

c. You think you’re the best for the job? (No affirmative action in heaven)

B. Instead, we promote God

1. Easier to promote

a. All-powerful creator of the universe (looks good on a resumé)

b. Saves His people from death (Good quality in a God)

c. Gives us peace & joy in His love through faith

2. He enables us to promote Him

a. Bible calls that “Glorifying His name”

b. We don’t have to point to our credentials

c. His credentials make us look like dirt (Our raw material!)

d. Allows us to show how forgiving He really is

e. Still doesn’t explain why He’d let us be His PR people (with our references!)

IV. Jesus became our reference

A. Took our sins on Himself

1. Took the letter of our deeds as his reference to the Father

a. When God saw all our sins, He rejected Jesus

b. Sent Jesus to the cross to die a criminal’s death

c. Sent Jesus away from His presence

i. All because of our sin

ii. Because we don’t measure up

B. Gave us His reference letter

1. We can take the record of His deeds & show them to the Father

2. God looks at Jesus’ deeds with our name on it

3. Takes us in without a question

4. Jesus’ perfection is just the reference we need

5. He speaks on our behalf, recommending us

6. That’s all we need. We’re in. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Birthday card

Message: Show that people love us. We are God’s cards to other people: show He loves them.

Lesson Summary

This series reminds that it is God Who qualifies us as His servants. As we put His teachings in to practice, He works through us to reach others. In the Old Testament Lesson, God gives beautiful promises concerning the future of Israel, promises made certain by His forgiving love. In the Epistle, Paul points to the renewed lives of His followers as the only authentication they need. God, through His Spirit, is their Enabler and Source of power. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us that His followers cannot force their faith into the old rituals and practices of Judaism. It is new and must express itself in new ways. We see here the beginnings of what God promised through Hosea in the Old Testament Lesson.

"About the Liturgy"

Nunc Dimittis: sung by Simeon
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