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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes hide & seek? Does God hide from you?

Message: Where can you find Him? (Word) What does the Word show us about God?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 3:12-4:1) Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Counselors who deal with marriages and families have observed an interesting phenomenon

1. When change occurs within a family, other members of the family will usually resist that change

2. Even if the change is positive, like a husband & wife resolving differences so the fighting decreases

3. Children will provoke the parents to try to get them fighting again

4. Even though they don’t like the fighting, it’s what they’re used to, and they’ve grown comfortable in it

B. The children of Israel, which includes you and me, are no different, as St. Paul points out

II. Therefore having such a hope, we use much boldness of speech.

A. You have been set free in the Gospel of Jesus Christ

B. Because He died on the cross for you, you have been given eternal life

C. And it’s so amazing, you can be bold about your faith

1. So often, you’re afraid to be bold about your faith

2. Would you be willing to refer to yourself as a “Born Again Christian” around your friends?

3. Would you be willing to go out of your way to help total strangers and when the opportunity comes, to tell them about the One Who helped you?

III. and are not like Moses who put a veil over his face so the sons of Israel would not gaze on the end of what was fading away.

A. In the book of Exodus, Moses tells us that, when He’d been speaking with God, his face would glow from God’s glory

1. And the glory was too much for the Israelites to bear

2. So Moses put a veil over his face to cover it while it faded

B. But notice that, in today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus, Moses, and Elijah shone with the same glory

1. But the disciples didn’t shield their eyes or turn away

2. They said, “It’s good to be here.”

3. What’s the difference?

C. The Old Covenant, while a covenant of grace, had a lot of requirements tied into it

1. It wasn’t a matter of saving themselves by the requirements

a. The salvation part was single-sided—just God doing the saving

b. But to demonstrate their need for salvation and how He would save them, God gave them the sacrificial system and other laws to demonstrate His salvation in the coming Christ

2. But the people missed the point

a. And they saw the requirements as the means of salvation instead of means of pointing them to Christ

b. They were living in the Law

c. And when you’re standing in the darkness of the Law and your own sin, God’s glory is terrifying

IV. But their minds were hardened, for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant, the same veil is not uncovered, since in Christ it is lifted.

A. And as long as you see God as a law giver and nothing more, you’ll always be blinded

1. Gods will always be terrifying

2. And you’ll find yourself saying, “Well, it’s impossible, so why try?”

B. But in the light of the Gospel, God’s glory takes on a completely different appearance

1. His glory isn’t terrifying as it is beautiful

2. Yes, knowledge of your sin is and should be a fearful thing

a. Our fathers in the church speak of an appropriate terror of God

b. As sinners, terror of His holiness and hell is an appropriate response

3. But faith in the Gospel turns that terror into immense joy

a. Realizing how helpless you are in the guilt of your sin

b. When you realize that Jesus has saved you from that, there’s no need for further terror

c. As well, there’s no need for giving up on God’s will

i. We respond not out of fear

ii. But out of joy and thanks

V. But to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.

A. Like children, afraid of change, there’s a tendency to hang onto that old Law and sin

1. “How much is enough?”

2. “What can I get away with?”

VI. But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

A. And beneath the veil, a whole new life is revealed

1. Not a life of slavery and requirements

2. But a life of freedom and fellowship with God and His saints

VII. But the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of the Lord [is], liberty.

A. The Holy Spirit is the One Who gives you freedom

B. Because it’s the Spirit Who gives you faith

C. The Spirit turns you away from your sin to the new creation that you’ve become in your Baptism

VIII. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding a reflection of the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the same likeness from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

A. You have been moved from lost sinner to new creation in Christ

1. From dysfunctional to stable

B. But the glory that you’ve received now is just a taste of what is to come

1. When Jesus comes back, all your troubles and all your questions will pass away

2. Your uncertainties will become affirmations

3. And your fears will be comfort

C. And you do have a taste of that glory now

1. In the uncertainties of war and a dipping economy, you need not worry

a. Because you have the glory of faith in Christ

b. Can He save you from these struggles and fears?

c. He has saved you from hell—He can save you from Wall Street

d. He has saved you from the devil—He can save you from Saddam Hussein

IX. Through this, having this ministry, having received mercy, we are not exhausted.

A. Because God hasn’t just said, “You are a new creation; you’re on your own.”

1. He has given you His Word and sacraments to strengthen you through this time of trial

2. And even though you have crosses to carry, He bears your burden for you

3. “What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.”

X. But we renounce things hidden by dishonesty, not walking in craftiness nor corrupting the Word of God, but in the manifestation of the truth, joining ourselves to all peoples' conscience in the presence of God.

A. We are not a cult like the Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, or Lodges

1. We have nothing to conceal about our teachings.

2. Because we have the very truth of God

3. And it is that truth which binds us into the Communion of Saints

a. The truth that we are indeed sinners who have every reason to hide from God

b. But also the truth that we are redeemed—rescued from our sins because God sent Jesus to free us from those sins and bind us to Him forever

c. And Christ, the Solid Rock, has carried your sins and will carry you forever. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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