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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 4:3-6, NIV) And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction:The essence of the worldly man is, as someone has said, that "he knows the price of everything and the value of nothing."

A. Movie Labyrinth, a “trash lady” starts piling things on the main character

1. All her own things

2. As the things pile on, she realizes that it’s all weighing her down, yet she needs none of it

B. Easy to get caught up in worldly concerns

1. Worry about money, reputation, & other worldly concerns

2. Think about the things you worry about: God-pleasing?

II. The Gospel is hidden from those who wish to cover it up.

A. If you want nothing to do with God, He won’t force Himself on you

1. He’ll be there & show you His love

2. Won’t give you what you don’t want

3. If you don’t want the peace He has to offer, you won’t have it

B. So often in our world & lives, we cover up God’s light

1. We don’t seek God’s kingdom first & let God take care of the rest

a. When’s the last time you said, “Church could use some help. What can I clear out of my schedule or budget to help out?”

b. How often have you said, “I know I shouldn’t be doing this, but I have to!”

2. When we do that, we’re covering up the light of the gospel

III. People choose to be blind

A. There are those who want nothing to do with God

1. Cling to empty ideas like evolution & abortion-on-demand

2. Wander about looking inside themselves for God

3. You can’t find Him there!
B. We can easily fall into that trap

1. I don’t need to study the Bible. I’m confirmed.

2. Look for God in personal experiences or emotions

3. I put in my one hour, and the service went long the past few weeks, so I’ve built up credit!

4. I’m too busy to spend time with God.

C. If I learned one thing yesterday @ Bible Trivia, it’s how little each of us knows

IV. We serve that they may hear the Gospel, not our own recognition.

A. No point in pointing to ourselves as we shine the light of Christ

1. We’re too full of holes instead of holy

2. Politicians aren’t worse than we, just that their sins are made public

B. Even if we were worth pointing to, it wouldn’t help anyone

1. We can’t save anyone

2. Only Christ can do that

3. He already has

V. Then God shines the light of the Gospel

A. knowledge of God’s Glory

1. This Sunday, we remember Jesus appearing in His glory on the mount with Moses & Elijah

2. We see the Son of God and a taste of the glory we’ll soon know

3. What were they talking about? Jesus death.

4. That is where we find true glory: the sacrifice of the Son of God for all of our sins

a. Only through His death can we be sure of His promise to glorify us the same way.

B. through the presence of Christ.

1. He has promised to be with us through the Means of Grace

a. Gave us life through baptism

i. Daily forgives us & gives us a fresh start

b. Feeds us through His Word

c. Strengthens us through His real presence in the Lord’s Supper

2. Through the glory of His presence we are glorified

a. Not because we’re without sin

b. Because He has taken them away & promised us forgiveness of sins, life, & salvation

c. You can’t get more glorious than that

d. Yet that’s the promise we’ve been given in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s the greatest thing about: Ice Cream? The Beach? Snow?

Message: What’s the greatest thing about Jesus? †
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