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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Can anyone tell me what’s going to happen when Jesus comes back?(Answers—fill in)

Message: So when He comes back, are you going to heaven? How do you know? †

Up, Up, & Away!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due to him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:1-10, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, I watched one of my favorite shows, “Mythbusters”

1. Each week, they take a story or legend and test it scientifically to see whether it’s possible

2. In this episode, they did a test to see how many carnival balloons it would actually take to lift a small child into the air like you see in so many movies

3. The final number was right around 4,000 balloons to lift a 3-year-old girl

B. As I watched the way these columns of balloons pulled and strained at the strings, I thought about this text

1. The balloons tugged at the adults who were working on the project so much that one said it felt like it would pull her arm right off

2. Our final destination, like those balloons, is up

3. And we would do well to pull and strain at our earthly ties

4. And remember that our life here is not home, but simply a hotel to stay at while traveling home

II. For we know that if the earthly dwelling of our tent is demolished, we have a building from God, a house made without hands, eternal, in the heavens.

A. We put so much emphasis on our bodies and our earthly lives

1. And it’s no question that all we have is a tremendous gift from God

2. The gifts we have surpass amazing

3. Not only our bodies, but our families, our abilities, our money and things money can buy

4. All are valuable gifts from God

B. But all of these things are a tent compared to the unshakable building our bodies will be at the resurrection

1. We try to find assurance from things in this world

a) “If I had a little more money, I could relax and not have to worry.”

b) “If I were a little healthier, I could be sure of taking care of myself.”

c) “If I had a spouse with this or that quality, I would be content.”

2. But true contentment and assurance don’t come from anything you can attain yourself

3. Contentment, assurance, and true peace are gifts from God

a) If you want assurance, look no further than your Baptism

b) If you want contentment, find it in the forgiveness of sins freely given in the Lord’s Supper

c) If you want peace of mind, God has given it to you in His Gospel, the good news of forgiveness and eternal life on Jesus’ behalf

III. For indeed, in this [house] we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven.

A. St. Paul doesn’t sugar-coat the truth for us here

B. You can expect to groan in this tent you’re living in

1. In a sinful, corrupt body, you are truly “roughing it”

2. You’re taken care of, but there’s nothing like being in your own home

3. And like sleeping in a sleeping bag on the hard ground, you can expect to experience aches and pains of body, mind, and soul

IV. If so be that having put it off, we will not be found naked.

A. Even when you are stripped of everything: your possessions, family, health, you-name-it

B. Still, you can be counted among the richest in the world

1. Because you have riches beyond anything this world offers

2. The riches you inherited when Jesus died surpass even the world’s imagination

3. So immense are these gifts that the world, jealous of your inheritance, make these gifts out to be insignificant and unimportant

a) Words like “hell” and “damn” are thrown around with no respect for the gravity of their meanings

b) Heaven is typically described in terms that make it sound downright boring

c) This is simply sour grapes on the world’s part, trying to convince themselves that they’re not missing out on anything they’d truly want

d) But don’t fall for their jealousy

e) If heaven were no big deal, Jesus wouldn’t have paid such a high price to make sure you can have this gift

V. For indeed, while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened. Not that we desire to be stripped, but to be clothed, that mortality may be swallowed by life.

A. Make no mistake—death is still the enemy

1. God never wanted death for us

2. And even though He can bring blessings out of death

3. It was never part of His plan

B. But that’s why He defeated death on the first Easter when He rose from the grave

1. So while death is the enemy

2. We need not fear death

3. And we can be sure that our death will be replaced with immortality

VI. But He Who prepared for us for this very thing is God, Who gave to us the down payment of the Spirit.

A. Not only do we have the assurance of eternal life

B. But we have a foretaste of that life in Christ through Baptism

1. By the faith that Baptism gives, you have already been raised from the first death

2. You were dead in sin from the moment of your conception

3. And you have been raised from that death, made a new creation

4. You have been made alive in Christ, alive to God, prepared for eternal life

VII. Therefore, being confident always and knowing that, while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—for through faith we walk, not through appearance.

A. God is always with us, but we are not yet with God

B. So for now, we walk by faith

1. We can’t see our true home

2. And it’s easy to become enamored with our world, since it’s all we know

3. But don’t get too used to your tent when you have a mansion waiting for you

4. And by all means don’t choose your tent over the mansion by clinging to the things of this world instead of heavenly blessings

VIII. But we are confident and willing to be absent from the body and at home before the Lord.

A. Sinful flesh likes the tent

B. But like those balloons, our faith wants to be in heaven with the Lord

1. And we can be comfortable with our future home

2. But we can also be comfortable with our current situation as God’s chosen people

3. And we can be confident that our home is indeed with God, because our sins are forgiven

IX. Therefore we have as our goal, whether at home or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.

A. Since this world is not our home, there’s no point trying to live like it is

1. You don’t have to accept the situational ethics of our world

2. You need not affirm the grocery store morality that says everyone can buy into whatever’s right for them and to each his own

B. You are a citizen of the Kingdom of God

1. And with that citizenship come the freedom and rights of a son of God

2. But it also comes with responsibilities

a) You are responsible to your fellow citizens to encourage them by word and example

b) You are also responsible to your community and world to invite them into the kingdom

X. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ that everyone be recompensed in the body according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

A. Of course, the only way we are “well pleasing” to God is through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, in Whom God is “well pleased”

B. And since Jesus gave us His righteousness by taking our place on the cross, God is well pleased with us

1. Not because we can please Him by ourselves

2. But because Jesus pleased God on our behalf and took our punishment for our treason

C. So you will be recompensed for Christ’s righteousness when you are brought to Him

D. It doesn’t take 4000 balloons to take you to heaven

E. It took the blood of Christ, which He willingly shed for you on the cross for the forgiveness of all of your sins in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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