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Children’s Sermon

Object: Crumpled piece of paper

Message: Would anyone like to trade your children’s bulletin for this? No That’s what God did with Jesus, except Jesus took our yucky sins and gave us new life.

The Great Exchange

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

London businessman Lindsay Clegg told the story of a warehouse property he was selling. The building had been empty for months and needed repairs. Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, and strewn trash all over the place. As he showed a prospective buyer the property, he took pains to say that he would replace the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any structural damage, and clean out the garbage. The buyer said, "Forget about the repairs. When I buy this place, I'm going to build something completely different. I don't want the building; I want the site." That's God's message to us! Compared with the renovation God has in mind, our efforts to improve our own lives are as trivial as sweeping a warehouse slated for the wrecking ball. When we become God's the old life is over. He makes all things new. All He wants is the site.

A. So often, though, we cling to the old, trying to fix it

B. When in reality, through our Baptism, today is the day to start over

II. Therefore if any [person] is in Christ, [he is] a new creature. The old [things] passed away. Hey, the new have come to be.

A. If anyone is in Christ—who is in Christ?

1. Do you believe that Jesus died to take away your sins? Then you are in Christ.

2. Do you trust in Jesus’ works to save you instead of your own? Then you are in Christ.

3. Do you know Jesus as Lord and Savior? Then you are in Christ.

B. And if you are in Christ, you are a new creation

1. You’re not a slave to sin any more

a. When faced with decisions, you are fully capable of choosing the God-pleasing decision instead of the sin

b. There is no such thing as, “I had to sin. I had no choice.”

c. And as well, there is no “My sins are too great to bear,” because Christ has born them for you

2. So you are a new creation

a. A son of God Himself

b. Completely separate from the sinner you used to be

c. “That’s not me—that’s ancient history”

d. Baptism is the ultimate fresh start

e. Through Baptism, God makes each day a day to start over

i. A day to leave old sins behind (because yesterday, you didn’t)

ii. A day to reverse previous sinful decisions (because yesterday, you didn’t)

iii. A day to stop being dragged along by the devil and stand up to him (because yesterday, you didn’t)

iv. A day to share the Gospel with those you didn’t share it with yesterday

III. But all these [are] out of God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.

A. God has reconciled us to Him—it’s not a 2-way contract

1. You are not saved because you chose God

a. He says, “You did not choose Me—I chose you.”

b. And even if we could choose Him, there’s no way that confession of your unworthiness suddenly makes you worthy

c. Any more than admitting that you have no medical knowledge makes you a qualified surgeon!

2. You are saved because God has reconciled you, a poor, miserable sinner, to Himself by Himself

a. The word “reconcile” here means literally “exchange”

b. God exchanged His Son’s perfect, sinless, obedient, pure life for your rebellious, sin-filled, disobedient cesspool of a life

c. He died so you will live

B. You see, even when you do God’s will, it’s God’s action

1. He gives you the ability to do it

2. He turns your heart to Him

3. He makes you a new creation that is able to serve Him

4. Apart from Him, you can do nothing

C. Since God has restored us to Him, we are able to restore others to Him

1. It’s the height of selfishness to keep the secret of eternal life to yourself

2. What act could be more cruel that withholding eternal life from your neighbors, friends, and family?

3. How much do you hate them that you would condemn them to hell by not telling them how to stay out?

4. Even our government laws have a name for hurting someone by not helping them when we can: it’s called neglect

IV. as that God was in Christ, reconciling [/exchanging] the world with Himself, not counting their sins against them and putting in us the Word of reconciliation [/exchange].

A. Yet even though you’ve neglected God and your neighbor, God still counts the exchange

1. Even though you are guilty of the murder of souls, God doesn’t count your sins against you

2. He counted your sins against Jesus instead

B. And He has put in you the Word of reconciliation: the Gospel

1. So that you may share this reconciliation with the world

2. So that you may tell them how great God’s forgiveness is, that He would forgive even a sinner like you

3. And if He would forgive you, who are guilty of such great sins, how much more will He forgive others who have not had that Word to share!

V. For Christ, therefore, we are ambassadors as though God were summoning through us; we beg you on Christ's behalf to be reconciled [/exchanged] to God.

A. There’s a  misconception that only certain people are ambassadors of God

1. “Evangelism is pastor’s job.”

2. “That’s what groups like the OAFC do.”

3. “That’s not me.”

B. But although God speaks His Word through His called servants, and you can be sure that His Word, spoken through His servants is pure

1. That doesn’t mean that His Word is only to be spoken through His called servants

2. Because all Christians are called to be ambassadors, representatives of Christ to others 

VI. The One Who knew no sin, He made sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

A. Unlike us, Jesus lived a 100% perfect life

1. That is what God demands—not a bit less

2. And so Jesus was the only person in the history of the world to actually earn eternal life and not earn eternal death and hell

B. But instead of claiming His prize, He handed that prize over to you and to what your sinful life has earned: death and condemnation

1. He became your sin, so that, as He hung there on the cross, all the Father saw was your sin, and He was disgusted

2. He unleashed His wrath against sin on His Son

3. So when He looks at you, He sees no sin

4. He sees Jesus’ perfect life

5. So since Jesus became your sin, you have become His righteousness

6. And God looks at you, sees Jesus’ perfect obedience, and says, “You are My beloved son, in whom I am well pleased. Come inherit eternal life.” In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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