


Finally…

Object: No physical object.  Just memories.

Prayer: Lord God, Heavenly Father, you have remade us through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ.  In whatever changes we encounter in our lives, be with us and grant us courage to face any adversity.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Text: Finally, brothers, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:11-14, NASB).

Outline
I. Introduction

A. Paul’s farewell to the Corinthians

1. Written following a serious illness

2. Written to contradict false rumors about Paul’s character

B. My farewell to Faith congregation

1. Best year of my life

2. Support from congregation

a. Emotional & vocational support

i. Encouragement

ii. Criticism

b. Various gifts (personal & vocational): Money, cheese, tons of TP rolls

II. We’ve been made perfect in Jesus

A. Through Jesus’ life & death

B. Transforms us

1. Gives us integrity: Men of Faith: Godly men

2. Gives us joy

a. 311 Kids in Vacation Bible

i. Exhausted the whole week after: a lot of work by a lot of people

ii. One of the best weeks of my life

b. 6th Grade Confirmation

i. Another exhauster

1. I did my share of yelling

2. A lot of excitement

1. Got a little wild at times

2. “The Crazy Guy” was on a video, not me!

ii. Highlight of my week

1. Great group of kids

2. A lot of learning

3. Gives us unity

a. Enables us to work together

i. All the setups & strikes: Christmas, Easter, VBS, etc.

ii. Office staff antics: too embarrassing to tell

iii. Help from pastors

b. Enables us to worship together

c. Enables us to forgive

i. Apology for any shortcomings

ii. Apology for any offense caused — Not intended

III. Conclusion: A greeting

A. Paul’s greeting not just a “Hi.”  Deeper — lost in translation.

B. Greeting of real love for those he addressed

C. I understand, because that’s how I feel about Faith.

1. I’ll miss the visits

a. Learned about people

b. About the only job where I get paid to chat

2. I’ll miss the people I see on Sundays and other times.

3. I feel like I’m leaving home.

D. This is what I want to do.

1. Minister to God’s people and be involved in lives

2. Share the message of salvation through Word & Sacrament

E. Thank-you to all, and God’s peace to all.


