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3 or 1?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Corinthians 13:11-14, NIV) Finally, brothers, good-bye. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints send their greetings. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Closing of Second Corinthians

A. Odd way to start a sermon: “Good-bye”

B. Even in parting thoughts, inspired Scripture gives profound doctrine

C. Been discussing fellowship

D. People had been trying to discredit Paul, but it got straightened out

II. Wants them to join together

A. Easy to divide ourselves

B. We can find plenty of reasons to argue & separate

1. In our congregation

a. Disagree about what to do with the shed

b. Best way to run a meeting

c. What color pew cushions

2. In our families

a. Best way to raise children

b. Best way to spend money

c. What to do on Friday night

C. Paul tells us to stay together

1. Rejoice

a. We have been showered with blessings

b. The same families & church family we fight are gifts from God

c. Been brought together by God’s love & are given that love to share

2. Think alike

a. Not always easy

b. Easy in one place: God's Word

3. Be at peace

a. Not in the sense of ignoring ttrouble

b. Being whole: resolving conflict and sincerely coming together

III. God provides an example for us to reach for: Himself

A. Son

1. Obedient to the Father

2. "Joyfully" allowed Himself to be stripped of His glory

3. Shed His blood to restore us

4. Made us one with Him

B. Father

1. Loves us enough to give up His own Son

2. Because of Jesus taking our place, He loves us as much as Jesus

3. Made us and will remake us on the last day

C. Holy Spirit

1. Comes from the Father & the Son

2. Gives us faith to cling to the Son’s sacrifice

IV. Conclusion: We'll never be that close

A. This side of heaven, we’ll always argue

B. We’ll always need forgiveness—from each other & from God

C. He’ll always forgive, and because He does, so can we. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Make Kool-aid®: Need Mix, Water, and Sugar
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