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Take a Bath, already!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Kings 5:8-14, NIV) When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Make the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage. Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, `Wash and be cleansed'?" So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Freeware

A. With advent of the Internet, new phenomenon: Shareware

B. (Bear with me: need know nothing about computers to understand this illustration)

C. Hobbyists & independent programmers can’t afford advertising & packaging

D. Shareware: cheap programs: Try before you buy

E. Some shareware released free: Freeware

1. Not always junk (You’re bulletin made using freeware)

2. Some authors just aren’t interested in the money

3. Some use freeware for exposure: other products, job, etc.

4. Freeware seen as inferior because it doesn’t cost a lot

II. Naaman sent word that he was coming for healing

A. King Joram was worried

B. Some kind of trap: war because they couldn’t fulfill the request

C. Elisha chided the king

1. What are you worried about?

2. Just because what our God gives is free doesn’t mean it’s junk!

III. Naaman comes, expecting to pay for a good show

A. Comes with horses, chariot…the works

1. Wanted to impress this bumpkin prophet

2. Ready to shower Elisha with money to buy healing

B. Expects some kind of mumbo jumbo

1. Wants Elisha to say some magic words

2. Wave his hand or do the Macarena or something

3. Get thunder or lightning or something you’d expect from Lucasarts

4. Naaman wants entertainment

IV. Elisha is not impressed

A. Doesn’t even go out to meet Naaman

1. Sends a messenger out

2. No one there to accept payment

3. Just a quick message: take a bath if you want to be clean

B. No bells & whistles, either

1. No need to wave his hand

2. No magic words

3. Nothing Elisha has to do

a. Elisha’s not the one doing it

b. Comes from God

i. We don’t have to get His attention

ii. He doesn’t need our help to “channel” the power like a lightning rod

iii. He just says it & it’s done

c. So it is here: Word of God brings healing

i. Promise has power

ii. Given freely

V. Naaman walks away mad

A. Pride is hurt

1. Didn’t go the way he expected

2. Didn’t get to show off (as if God would be impressed)

B. Only decides to after an insignificant servant girl encourages him

VI. Is washed & made clean

A. Nothing spectacular about the Jordan River

1. A bit muddy

2. No mountain spring or anything like that

B. Power is in the Word of God

1. Naaman washed according to God’s command

2. By God’s free gift, He was healed

VII. Ever approach God like Naaman?

A. Hope to pay God off for a favor

1. God, make me better & I’ll be in church every Sunday

2. God, get me out of this jam & I’ll never swear again

3. God, don’t let me get caught, & I’ll never do it again

B. Can’t pay God off

1. Our sin is too great to pay off our debt to Him

2. He knows that

3. He paid Himself off

4. Sent Jesus, His Son, to pay the price of our sin

5. Paid that price, death, on the cross

6. Because He paid God off, God has our undivided attention

7. Gives to us freely for Jesus’ sake

C. Expect God to help us a certain way

1. “Thy will be done, and let me tell thee thy will in this case.”

2. Expect salvation to come in a particular form, but get something unexpected

3. Don’t think God can get us out of our jam & try to solve the problem ourselves

D. He does according to His gracious wisdom

1. Knows what’s best for us

2. Sends us what we need, not what we want (No one expected the Messiah to be like Jesus)

3. Can always solve our problems: already solved the big one (Sin)

VIII. God uses the means which He deems appropriate

A. With Naaman, washing made Him clean

1. Certainly wasn’t dependent on Naaman’s faith or works

2. Leprosy was washed away, separated from him

3. Washed into the Dead Sea

4. “Born Again”: flesh made like a child

B. With us, the same is true

1. Baptism washes our sins away: into the Dead Tree (the Cross)

2. Not dependent on anything we do

3. Through it we are born again

4. Nothing special about the water

5. Nothing special about the receiver

6. All in the presence of God’s Word and the promise there

IX. Conclusion: Don’t knock it just because it’s free

A. That’s the way our God works

B. This promise of eternal life is for you & all people. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: If you’re dirty, how do you get clean? If your sins make you dirty, how do you get clean?

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons point to Christ Whose power can forgive our sins, as well as heal our infirmities. The Old Testament Lesson tells the story of the Hebrew slave girl whose testimony brought healing to Naaman. In the Epistle, we are encouraged to train ourselves in righteousness lest we lose the salvation Christ earned for us. The Gospel tells of Jesus cleansing a leper (note the tie-in with the Old Testament Lesson) as a result of which He is crowded and hindered in His preaching.

"About the Liturgy"

Agnus Dei: Lamb of God (Sacrifices of OT)

Have mercy (by granting us peace—with God & each other)
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