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Out with the old….

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Peter 3:8-15, NIV) But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation,

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Beginning of the End

A. Last month of the millennium (as most celebrate it)

1. Real change is next year, but that probably won’t be celebrated as much

2. Actually, was really 4 to 11 years ago, so it’s already gone by

B. God isn’t concerned about our calendar

1. To Him, a day is like 1000 years

2. If He’s not concerned about it, neither will we

3. More concerned with one particular day

II. Earth will be replaced

A. Everything we’ve worked for will be gone

1. Families as we know them

a. Still have them

b. One big family

2. Possessions

a. Fireproof safes won’t protect them

b. Insurance companies can’t replace

3. Everything but our deeds

a. Those will remain with us

b. At the same time, they’ve already been wiped out

III. We’ve been replaced in our Baptism

A. Just as this creation will be destroyed, so is our sinful nature “Old Adam”

1. Washed away in our Baptism

2. Completely destroyed

3. Yet we still sin

B. We haven’t experienced the cleansing fully

1. We still sin

2. completely weighed down with temptation

3. Yet at the same time, blameless in God’s eyes & free from sin

C. Baptized either with the Holy Spirit or with fire

1. Would rather not be baptized with fire

2. Don’t have to worry

a. Already been baptized with the Holy Spirit

b. Washed free from sin: proactive

IV. Thus we’re spotless, ready for heaven

A. Don’t have to be concerned about worldly things

1. Seek God’s kingdom & let Him take care of the rest

2. Possessions will be dissolved anyway, so don’t get too attached

3. So much better waiting for us

4. So much better now: God’s presence

a. Bible

b. Lord’s Supper

B. Don’t need to follow the world

1. Don’t worry if others are offended by your faith

2. Take a stand & rejoice if they do

3. Devil won’t oppose you if you’re already his

4. We’re not: bought by the blood of Jesus

5. Free to turn away from sin & temptation

C. Don’t need to give in to our sinful flesh

1. “Couldn’t help myself”: can

2. Free to act like citizens of heaven

3. We are: don’t need a work visa to show what we can contribute

4. Our citizenship was bought: †

D. Don’t need to worry about our salvation

1. Jesus took our blemishes on Himself

2. Became sin for us (God hates sin)

3. Allowed Himself to be destroyed

a. He was killed

b. So are our sins

c. Sins are dead instead of us dead in sin

4. When He rose, sin was absent

a. All remained was receipt

b. We get the canceled check as proof: Lord’s Supper

c. As He rose, so will we

V. Conclusion: Lord’s patience means salvation

A. Because some still haven’t heard

B. Some are still resisting

C. God is giving them 1000 years (or another day--we don’t know)

D. He wants to save them, too

E. Just as He saved us

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: Take shoes off when you walk in? Why? God doesn’t want heaven dirtied w/ sin so He washed us clean in baptism.

Lesson Summary

This series speaks of preparing for Christ's coming primarily through repentance. The Old Testament Lesson is the prophecy of the work of John the Baptist. The condition of the human race is a pathetic one, but God's mercy will comfort His people with Messiah's coming. The Epistle teaches us not to become impatient waiting for the Lord, nor to make the mistake of thinking He might not come. His purpose in delaying is to have mercy on all. Since He is definitely coming, our lives should reflect preparation. The Gospel tells of John the Baptist as his work as the forerunner of Christ. John's preaching of repentance emphasized his role of preparation, in contrast with Christ's role of the salvation of the world.

"About the Liturgy"

Offertory (After Sermon: Create in Me....): Psalm 51: Written by David when Nathan the prophet confronted him regarding Bathsheba

Advent Reading

(Isaiah 11:1-10, NIV) A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash round his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.
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