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Children’s Sermon

Object: How did you get your family? How much did you pay for them? What did you have to do to get them?

Message: We don’t have to do anything to get into God’s family, either. He paid for us on the cross so we are His forever.

The House of God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2 Samuel 7:8-11) “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people shall not oppress them any more, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. “‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: …Your house and your kingdom shall endure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.’”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. How many “home” platitudes have you heard?

1. “Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.”

2. “It takes love to make a house a home.”

3. “Home is where the heart is.”

4. Even “Lord, bless this mess.”

B. Why do we have all these “home” expressions?

1. And what are they really talking about?

2. Family

3. We hear a lot about family this time of year

4. Today, we’re going to talk about another family: the family of the King

II. "And now, therefore, thus you shall say to My servant, to David,

A. 'Thus says Yahweh of armies, "I took you from the sheep pen, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, Israel.

1. The king here is King David, the shepherd boy who killed Goliath with a  sling and later became king of Israel

a. David wanted to build a temple for God because God was still living in the tabernacle, a tent

b. He couldn’t imagine himself living in such luxury, but not having something even grander for God

2. But God told him that a temple would have to wait

3. But that God would build a house for David

B. "I have been with you in all your going and cut off all your enemies in your face,

1. God begins by pointing out to David all that He’s done for Him, and the same applies for us

a. He’s been with you from the beginning

i. He came to be God with us (Immanuel) in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago

ii. And even though He ascended into heaven, He is still with you through His Word and Sacraments

b. He cut off your enemies:

i. Sin

ii. Death

iii. The Devil

C. and I will make you a great name like the names of the great [men] which [are] in the earth.

1. David is the most famous king Israel ever had

2. But as you look at his accomplishments, it’s not all that impressive

a. He was a mighty military leader

b. But what really made Him famous was what God did for him

i. He brought David from the pasture to the palace

ii. And more importantly, He promised David that his descendent would be the Messiah—the promised Savior of the world

III. "And I will set a place for My people, for Israel,

A. and will plant him

1. In the Hebrew, “Israel” is spoken of as singular

2. Because Israel is God’s son

a. The Old Testament nation

b. That nation culminating in the eternal Son of God, Jesus

c. And you, who have inherited the adoption as sons through your Baptism

3. God planted Israel

a. He put that nation there for a specific purpose: to let others know of the coming Messiah (They failed miserably.)

b. He sent Jesus “in the fullness of time” to be the Messiah: He succeeded by dying to take away our sins

c. He put you here to tell others about the Messiah that they may receive that forgiveness

B. and he will dwell in his own place and not tremble again,

1. This is the fulfillment of the promise

2. That God has a place reserved for you

3. A place of joy and comfort

C. nor will the sons of injustice afflict them any more as formerly.

1. And this is the best part of the place God has for you

2. That His enemies will no longer trouble us

a. Sin will be a thing of the past

b. Death will be a distant memory

c. The Devil will be in His own place: hell, unable to ever tempt us

IV. "And as from the day which I commanded judges to be over My people Israel,

A. I also will cause you to rest from all your enemies.

1. These words were spoken to David, the military leader, who had fought countless battles

2. And they are spoken to you, who have also struggled and battled all your life

B. And Yahweh will make known to you that Yahweh will make a house for you.

1. God was telling David that He was going to make a dynasty for him

a. He was referring to David’s descendants

b. But especially David’s greatest descendent, Jesus

i. He is Himself the temple: the place where God is

ii. And He and we are this Israel God is speaking of

2. And your house and your kingdom will be made sure to eternity to your face;

a. We have an eternal house

b. It was paid for by Jesus, who fought our battle with death for us

i. And by submitting to death, He beat death

ii. And you have the promise of eternal life because Jesus beat death for you

iii. And nobody can take that away from you

3. your throne will be made to stand for eternity."'"

a. And you can stand on that promise in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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