


The Bad Shepherd

Text: 2Sam 11:26-12:15

Outline
I. Introduction: Always wanting more


Jerry Jenkins wrote a wonderful book called, Loving Your Marriage Enough To Protect It. In it, he notes that the Bible tells us to stand firm against all kinds of sin, but against lust, we are told to flee.  In today’s text, David did not flee.  He saw the opportunity to sin and immediately took measures to fulfil his desires.  In doing so, not only did he reject God’s guidance, but he also killed at least two people, probably more, as well as destroying countless lives.

II. We try to get more for ourselves

A. David had everything


It doesn’t make sense.  David had everything he could want.  He went from being a lowly shepherd to being the greatest king Israel ever had.  He had riches beyond anything he could ever need, and he had more women in his house than I do, except his were all wives and concubines, which were like slave wives.  Everything he wanted, he had.

1. Shepherd —> King/Israel (power)

2. Riches

3. Wives & concubines

B. David wasn’t satisfied


But even as absolute ruler of Israel, he wasn’t satisfied.  He wanted what he couldn’t have.  He had his eye on Bathsheeba, and he used his power as king to take her.  Then, when his sin might be exposed, he killed one of his most loyal soldiers just to cover it up.


Although in his lust David had already sinned, he could have repented and forgotten about Bathsheeba, remaining faithful to his wives and his Lord, but he turned his back on God, abandoned his faith, and buried himself in sin.


But why?  He had so much, and he knew that he could have more; all he had to do was ask.  God waited on him and gave him whatever he wanted, but instead of taking what was already freely given, he stole from someone else who had comparatively little.

1. He sought that which didn’t belong to him (Covet)

2. Could’ve repented.

3. God would have given him more had he asked

C. We are richly blessed


Like David, we are richly blessed, each in his own way.  Most of us have families of one kind or another, either parents or children or both.  We have, on the average, more money than most people in the world, definitely enough to live comfortably if we’re honest with ourselves about what we need and what we just want.  Also, in this stressful fast-food society, we have time to accomplish what needs to be done.  We may not feel like we have much time, but actually, we’re just really good at filling up the time we have.  As wel, we have talents, each in his own area.  God has blessed us each with opportunities to serve him and each other and the abilities and resources necessary to do so.

1. Families

2. money

3. time

4. talents

D. We aren’t satisfied


Still, we aren’t satisfied with what we have, and we waste the gifts we’ve been given.  Some of us aren’t satisfied with our family relationships, so we avoid them altogether, making them worse.  We obsess over how to get more money, maybe gambling, maybe working extra overtime that isn’t really necessary, maybe cheating on taxes.  Finally, instead of developing our own talents, we wish we were like someone else, rejecting the gifts we’ve been given.  We might wish we could look like someone else, or, like David, wish our spouses looked different.  Another might wish to be smarter or stronger or a better artist instead of thankfully accepting the gifts God has given us.


Instead, we could be devoting our time, talents, and money to serving God and our neighbors.  Think of the people who live on your street.  Do they know Jesus, or have we been to busy with ourselves to tell them.  Have we ever prayed for them?

1. Should instead seek to help others

2. Can pray for our needs

3. Need to seek God’s desires

III. God calls us to repentance


But thanks be to God that He doesn’t leave us alone in our sin.  He shows us our sin, sometimes painfully, to call us back to Him instead of running off after other gods, whatever each of our gods might be.

A. Sin is serious business


Sometimes, it’s easy to forget about sin.  We think, “Well, whatever I do, God will forgive me, so what’s the difference?  I can do whatever I want!”


But we need to be careful.  Sin can catch us off guard, and it pulls us away from God.  If we turn our backs on God’s grace because we’ve found a new God, we run the risk of losing our faith as David did.

B. Nathan “woke up” David


But God went after David.  Our Lord won’t abandon us.  He sent Nathan to confront David in his sin.  David got caught.


Nathan started with a parable about two men and their sheep.  David knew about sheep; remember that he was a shepherd before he was a king.  Immediately, he sided with the poor man and condemned the rich man, not realizing he was condemning himself, but when David said, “You are the man,” David’s eyes were opened, and he saw his sin for what it was.

1. David knew about caring for sheep

2. Realized the seriousness of the sin

3. Condemned himself without realizing it—Opened his eyes

C. God won’t leave us in our sin, even if we leave Him


God pursues us as well, just as he did David.  Now, don’t expect a prophet, because they’re pretty rare since John the Baptist, but by studying God’s Word and keeping a regular prayer schedule, as well as being honest with our Christian friends, we can determine those sins ourselves, with a lot of help from the Holy Spirit.


“But why,” you might ask, “would I want to get caught, even if I’m catching myself?  Then I’ll feel guilty and I won’t be able to keep up whatever I’m doing!”  Saint Augustine said, “Give me chastity & continency—but not yet!”


But is getting caught so bad?  If I got into the habit of drinking and driving, and I got caught and lost my drivers license, I should be thankful.  That penalty would keep me from doing it again and possibly killing myself or someone else.  So it is with all sin.  When we hear God’s call to repentance and again follow Him, we regain the peace of knowing our Lord remains with us, loves us, protects us, and forgives us.  He sees our trouble and hears our cries for help—and answers those cries.

1. Shows us the seriousness of our sin

2. If we’re not careful, we just might condemn ourselves; Augustine: “Give me chastity & continency—but not yet!”

3. That’s not so bad

IV. We repent

A. David: “I have sinned against the Lord”


David had been a man who sought God’s will, and, having been confronted with his sin, realized he had rejected the Lord and made his own desires his god.  He repented, and around this time, he wrote Psalm 51, which we sing every week following the sermon.  His psalm asks God to make him a new man, to forgive him, and to restore the joy of his salvation, which he had lost in his sinfulness.

1. Once a man of God, recognizes his rejection of God

2. Repents: Psalm 51

B. Penitence


And so we learn from David’s example, that when confronted with sin, we need to sincerely repent.  Unfortunately, we can’t force ourselves to be sincere if we’re not really sorry, and insincere repentance is just more sin.  It’s lying.  Only true repentance receives forgiveness, and true repentance comes from coming face to face with God and seeing ourselves compared to God.  God is holy and perfect and demands perfection from us.  God doesn’t grade on a curve; it’s pass or fail, and only 100% passes.  There’s also no extra credit to make up for our mistakes.

1. Sincerity generates true repentance

2. True Repentance receives forgiveness

3. Sincerity only comes from knowing who God is

V. God forgives: Passed over


Of course, if it’s true that God demands perfection, and it is true, then we’re all in trouble, but remember Nathan’s words to David: “The Lord has passed over your sin; you will not die.”  The word used there in Hebrew is the same word as in the passover.  The Lord has passed over our sin and freed us from slavery to sin.

A. God offered a substitute: David’s son (Not fair)


But our Lord is a just God, and someone had to pay for David’s sin.  Because of the message David’s sin sent to the enemies of Israel and Israel’s God, the child had to die.  It doesn’t sem fair to the child, but then there was another of David’s sons who died an unfair death as well, and his death was even more unjust than the death of Bathsheeba’s child.  The death of the son of David was a reminder that we need a substitute to take our place and die for our sin.  That substitute is David’s Son and David’s Lord, Jesus Christ, who died without sin, but became sin for us that we might not die, but have eternal life.  We are passed over, covered with the blood of the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

B. God offers a substitute for us: David’s Son (also not fair)

1. “Passes over” our sin

2. Covers us and protects us from the consequence of sin

VI. Conclusion


And so we respond in penitence to the Holy God who fulfilled the law on our behalf when we could not, the God who lost His own Son that we and our children oculd live.  We pray for His forgiveness and thank Him in faith for that forgiveness which we know we have received.  Amen.


Peace of God…


We now join together in singing the same psalm which David wrote when confronted with his sin and the forgiveness which God offered.


