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Children’s Sermon

Object: How much would you pay for a new bike? Car? House? If you had to spend money to keep your mom or dad, how much would you spend?

Message: Jesus wanted us with Him, so He gave up everything for us.

God, Our Brother

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. First article focuses on what God has given us

B. Second focuses on what God has given up for us

C. Dr. Luther sums this article thus:

Now, this article is very rich and broad; but in order to expound it also briefly and in a childlike way, we shall take up one word and sum up in that the entire article, namely (as we have said), that we may here learn how we have been redeemed; and we shall base this on these words: In Jesus Christ, our Lord. If now you are asked, What do you believe in the Second Article of Jesus Christ? answer briefly: I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has become my Lord.

II. Jesus: “Yahweh Saves”

A. Yahweh (sometimes written “Jehovah”)

1. Some people are named after someone

a. Maybe you’re named after a parent or grandparent

b. Lots of people name their children after Biblical figures

c. Abraham’s son was named Isaac: “Laughter” because his mother laughed when she heard she’d get pregnant

2. Jesus was named by an angel in Matt. 1:21

a. Not named after someone

b. He is His name: (Acts 4:12, NKJV) “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

3. Yahweh is the name of God in the Old Testament

4. “I am”

a. “Am” is active:

i. “Am with you”

ii. “Am helping you”

b. Not just “I exist”

5. Jesus is Yahweh

a. Same God Moses talked to in the burning bush

b. Same God Who freed Israel from Egypt

c. Same God Who was with them as they traveled to the promised land

B. He is “Yahweh [Who has come to] Save”

1. In the Old Testament, God sent people like David, Samson, and Gideon to save His people

2. In Jesus, He comes Himself to save us

3. Save us from what?!?

a. Many expected Him to come as a political savior: from Rome

b. Some, like those who hold to the “Left Behind” teachings, still expect Him as a political ruler

c. He didn’t come to save us from totalitarian rulers or liberalism

d. He came to save us from sin

i. Ever since Adam & Eve sinned, the world has been under the curse of sin

ii. The end result is death: separation

iii. We sinners have only made it worse

1. When I was in Boy Scouts, we were told to leave a place better than we found it

2. We sinners keep making things worse

3. Hurt each other

4. Don’t take every opportunity to help each other

5. Or we sit by and do nothing while the world goes down the toilet and human beings are suffering & dying because of our inaction

e. But Jesus, “Yahweh Who saves,” came to take care of that

i. Paid the price for our sin

ii. Died on a cross in our place

iii. Removed the curse of sin & death from us

III. Christ: “The Anointed One”

A. Anointing (Pouring something, usually Olive Oil, on the head) was done to three main offices (Jobs)

1. Prophet

a. Prophet is someone Who speaks the Word of God

b. Anointed not with oil, but the Holy Spirit

c. The Spirit is poured out on a prophet so he speaks God’s words instead of his own ideas

d. Spirit is poured out through him by the Word of God the prophet speaks

e. Jesus, the Word of God in flesh, was  anointed (set apart in that position) by the Spirit Who came on Him at His Baptism (Acts 10:38, NKJV) “…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

2. Priest

a. Oil was poured on them to mark them as separate

b. Priest’s job was to serve as a “go between” between God & man

i. Sinners can’t approach God because of their sin

ii. The priest, after a sacrifice has been made for his sin, can go to God on the sinner’s behalf

c. Jesus, True God & True man, is the ultimate priest

i. Doesn’t need to make sacrifices for His own sin

ii. He doesn’t have any sin

iii. Instead, He served as the sacrifice for our sin

iv. Through Him, we are able to go to the Father

v. His name is all the credentials we need to be heard by God

vi. Why we pray in Jesus’ name

vii. Why I end every Sermon with the words: “In Jesus’ name, Amen”

1. A true Christian sermon is an exposition of the Word of God & nothing else

2. His Word is spoken with His credentials: In His name, with His blessing & command

3. King

a. Ruler over all

i. Such is the nature of God

ii. More than that, Jesus did the ultimate job of a king

1. Take responsibility for His kingdom

2. Doing whatever is necessary to save His people

3. Even to the point of death

b. By His death, He conquered the enemies of God

i. Sin

ii. Death

iii. The Devil

IV. My Lord

A. He has redeemed (bought) you from sin, death, & the devil

B. Before Jesus, I had no Lord

1. Captive to sin & the devil

2. Spiritually dead

C. But completely apart from any worthiness in us, the eternal Son of God became man

1. Paid the price for our sin on an “Old Rugged Cross”

2. Rose again to show

a. He truly is the Son of God

b. God accepted His sacrifice on our behalf

c. We too will one day follow Him out of the grave

V. Conclusion: Let this be our response and our joyful proclamation:

A. (Galatians 2:20, NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

B. In Jesus’ name, this is most certainly true. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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