Rev. Dale Critchley:    ,  


Children's Sermon

Object:  Anyone know where your name came from? (Relative, etc.?)

Message: Jesus' name means, "The Lord saves." Why is that a good name for Him?

What's in a Name?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever notice how you can hear your name spoken in a crowd?

B. Names are almost completely inseparable from who we are

C. Even more the case with God's name

II. What is God's name?

A. Lots of names

B. Interesting note about most of the names God has given us: they're verbs that describe His relation to us

1. Yahweh: "I am"

a. Not a passive verb like "I exist"

b. But an active verb that conveys something like "I am actively involved with you."

2. Jesus: "Yahweh saves"

a. Not just descriptive

b. Jesus is Yahweh Who saves us

3. Other names are as descriptive:

a. Father: fatherhood is all about action for another

b. Counselor

c. Yahweh our Righteousness

d. Prince of Peace

III. What is the improper use of God's name?

A. Using it idly: "Oh my God!" or the like

1. Act of disrespect

2. If someone saved your life, would you act like it was no big deal?

3. That's what you're doing when you drag God's name around

B. Curse

1. Mocking God

a. Speaking evil of Him

b. Crediting the devil or anything else for God's blessings

2. Calling down evil on someone

a. "Damn you!" or "Go to hell!" is a curse in God's name

b. Either the ultimate opposite of the great commission: wishing someone into hell

c. Or making light of hell, which sends a message that hell is not something to be feared

d. Either way, when you use the word "damn" inappropriately, you are, in effect, making light of our salvation through the crucifixion

e. So kids, there is an appropriate way to use the words "hell" and "damn," but neither of them should be used in anger or to make you smile

C. Swear

1. Calling on God to punish us if we're lying or break our promise

a. Sometimes appropriate: Jesus & St. Paul were both under oath when on trial

b. Only when necessary for the glory of God or welfare of our neighbors

c. Such as: court, oath of office, marriage vows

d. Sinful when done without thinking, when lying, or meaninglessly: "I saw Elvis! I swear to God!"

D. Use satanic arts

1. Doing or claiming to do supernatural actions with the help of the devil

2. Many examples today

a. Most popular is probably horoscopes

i. Even if you're looking at them "in fun"

ii. Would you make fun of the cross "in fun"?

b. Psychic hotlines

c. Tarot cards

d. Ouija Boards

e. Fortune telling

f. Any other "magic" that's not just "smoke & mirrors" tricks

E. Lie & Deceive by His name

1. Teaching false doctrine

2. Pretending to be a Christian (or pretending not to be)

IV. What is the proper use of God's name?

A. Call upon it in every trouble

1. We're often so slow to do this

2. God tends to be our last resort

3. Ever said, "All that's left to do is pray," as if praying is something little or the last thing you tried?

4. "Call on Me in the day of trouble, and I'll deliver you."

5. Why would you pass up on an opportunity like that?

6. Better than first responders!

B. Pray

1. He has promised to hear our prayers

2. More than that, He has promised to answer them

C. Praise & Give Thanks

1. Because of all the blessings He's given us

V. What's the big deal about God's name?

A. It's all about adoption and inheritance

1. As we've gone through this list, have you broken any of these portions of this commandment?

2. If so, you need this same name that you've misused

3. But God has used that same name to save you

a. When you were baptized, you were baptized in God's name

b. Having His name, you have full benefits of being His child

c. Not just His child, but His Son

d. God loves you just as much as He loves His Son, Jesus

i. Not because there's anything special about us

ii. Not because we've earned or deserve it

iii. But because that Son, Jesus, paid the price for our sin on the cross

iv. In His name & in His place, we are saved because He took our place.

v. And because He died, we, God's Sons, receive the full inheritance of a Son of God for Jesus' sake & in Jesus' name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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