Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Children’s Sermon

Object: Christian flag & American flag

Message: American: Are you an American? How did you get to be one? (Born into, usually) What does it mean? (Rights of citizen) Are you a Christian? How did you get to be one? (Born into: Baptism) What does it mean? (Rights of Son)

Independent or Interdependent?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Independence Day is this week

A. Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence

"We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness."

B. In this document, the 13 American colonies declared their independence from England

C. We are not independent completely

D. We still have each other, and we are held together by the Constitution

II. Similar with the Church

A. We need each other

1. Imagine being the only Christian on earth

2. The Holy Spirit has brought us together to strengthen & encourage each other

3. Carry each others’ burdens and keep each other in the true faith

B. We are held together by Word & Sacrament

1. Not just a social club

2. Not just a civic organization

3. We have been given the Word of God

4. That Word is the source & foundation of our faith

5. The Holy Spirit strengthens our faith through that Word

6. As long as we stick with the Word, the Spirit will continue to feed us

7. Human ideas may be entertaining, but it won’t lead us to God

III. How did we gain our freedom?

A. Remember that God created the world through the Word?

B. Remember that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us?

1. The Son of God became man

2. Lived the perfect life we, in our rebellion, regularly refuse to live

3. Then He died for us miserable rebels

C. That wouldn’t do us any good without the Spirit

1. How could we believe what we haven’t heard?

2. The Spirit got the Word out

3. Sent the apostles & prophets to deliver this message of salvation both before & after the fact

D. Not just a story

1. If I told you JFK or Timothy McVeigh rose from the dead, you wouldn’t believe me

2. Why believe that Jesus did?

3. Because the Spirit created that faith in your heart

a. We need God to do so

b. Corinthians 6:11, NKJV) …But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

c. Corinthians 2:14, WEB) Now the natural man doesn’t receive the things of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to him, and he can’t know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

d. Corinthians 12:3, WEB) …No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” but by the Holy Spirit.

4. You see that there’s nothing in you that is able to believe in Christ

a. A gift of the Spirit

i. (Ephesians 2:8,9, WEB) for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, that no one would boast.

b. Not anything you can take credit for

i. (John 1:12,13, NKJV) But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

c. We were born again

i. As God created the world through the Word, so we are a new creation through the Word

IV. How did the Holy Spirit do this?

A. God has given us special tools to bring faith to others & strengthen our own

1. Called “The Means of Grace”

a. Word (Preached, read, sung, etc.)

b. Sacraments

i. Baptism (Where we are born again)

ii. Lord’s Supper (Where we receive Jesus’ actual body & blood)

2. All of these things grant us forgiveness of all our sin

3. They also give life to & feed our souls

4. Your one Baptism sustains you throughout your whole life

5. Each time you hear the Word of God, your sins are forgiven and faith strengthened

6. Each time you receive the Lord’s Supper in faith in the promise of forgiveness through Jesus’ body & blood, You receive that forgiveness

V. What gifts are we given with that freedom?

A. Faith: Belief & trust in Christ’s sacrifice for us

B. Forgiveness of sins (as mentioned)

C. Ability to do good works in thanks to God

1. Without that God-given faith, we can’t do anything good in God’s eyes

2. In faith, all things we do in service to each other are inherently to God’s glory

D. The Church

VI. What is the Church? (2 meanings)

A. Visible

1. The institution on earth: congregations, denominations, “wherever 2 or more are gathered in [Jesus’] name”

2. The visible church is Christian & apostolic

a. Christian

i. Teaches that Jesus Christ, true God & true man, died to take away our sins

ii. If a church body doesn’t teach this, that body is not Christian (by definition)

b. Apostolic

i. All teachings based 100% on the teachings of the apostles as given in the inspired Word of God

ii. If a church body ever uses “I think” as the source of its doctrine, it is not apostolic (by definition)

iii. Here’s the difficult part of this:

1. All our teachings in the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod & St. Paul’s congregation are based 100% on Scripture (Therefore, by definition, we are one of many apostolic churches)

2. If they’re not, we’re in error & need correcting

3. If we are, though, then anyone who disagrees with our teachings is not (by definition) apostolic

4. They may be Christian, but they are not apostolic & cannot truly call themselves “Bible-based”

5. Only through clinging to & lovingly sharing the Word of God in its purity can we hope to restore the divisions in the visible Church on earth

1 Corinthians 1:10, NAS95) Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

2 Only way to all be in agreement is that we all agree with the Word of God

B. Invisible

1. “One holy Christian & apostolic church” is One
2. All with faith in Christ are part of His body

a. So even though we are divided, we are One in Christ

b. Called “Invisible” because we cannot know whether anyone has faith

c. Only God can see that

d. Made up of individuals

e. Yet we are all one body

i. We need each other

ii. We are responsible to each other

iii. No human effort can give us unity: only the Spirit

VII. What is the work of the church?

A. Great commission: make disciples of all nations

1. Baptize them into God’s family

2. Teach them all Jesus commanded (Both Law & Gospel, not just one or the other)

B. Support the church

1. Personal service

a. Using God’s gifts to help the church

b. Even if you’ve “done your time” (as if it’s a prison sentence)

2. Prayer

a. When’s the last time you prayed for your church?

b. When’s the last time you prayed that the teachings of this church remain true always to Scripture?

3. Financial support

a. Setting aside a portion of your “earnings” in advance for the work of the church

b. Giving according to your ability, not “what I have on me today” or “How much did I like the sermon?”

4. Rather, in all these: What has God given me that I may give back to Him in thanks and praise for the gift of eternal life?

VIII. Conclusion

A. Celebrate your freedom

1. A little more than 200 years ago, men died that you may be free

a. Enjoy that freedom!

2. A little less than 2000 years ago, one Man died that you may be free forever

a. Despite your rebellion

b. Despite your failings

c. Jesus died to take that away from you

d. In exchange, He gave you freedom

i. (John 8:31,32, NAS95) …“If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

ii. This is most certainly true. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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