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Call Acceptance Announcement

I. It’s gotten around a bit, but for those who haven’t heard, I’ve accepted the call to St. Paul’s church in Delaware, IA

A. Next Sunday (the 12th) will be my last Sunday here

B. I’d like to say a few words

II. First of all, I’d like to thank everyone for your support over the past 3 years

A. Food

B. Gifts

C. Encouragement

D. Respect for a city boy who’s younger than most of you

1. I’ve learned a lot about being a good pastor

2. I have a lot more to learn

3. I hope you’ll forgive the mistakes I’ve made

III. Second, I would like to answer some ideas that might have popped into your mind

A. I did intend to stay here until I retired

1. Never imagined that I’d be leaving here (especially for Iowa!)

2. But I really believe this call comes from the Lord

3. He’s more concerned about His kingdom than geography

B. I’m not leaving because I’m unhappy here

1. This congregation offers great ministry opportunities

2. I’ve made some great friends here

3. This church has been very supportive of me and my family

4. The church has grown, if not in numbers, in faith

5. We’ve been very happy here

6. When the call first came, I didn’t think I’d take it

a. It came down to looking at my ministry strengths

b. Those particular areas are focus areas down there

c. I can’t in good conscience decline that call

IV. St. Paul’s Amherst will always be in my prayers

A. We take many fond memories with us

B. We’ll continue to pray for God’s will to be done here and His Gospel proclaimed.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Why do you come to church?

Message: What does God give us? (Word->Faith->Eternal Life)

3rd Commandment

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. An old pastor went to visit an inactive member

B. When he entered the man’s home, he went over to the fireplace & moved a red-hot coal away from the fire

C. They sat and talked about the benefits of coming to church for about an hour

D. As the pastor got up to leave, he picked up the now-cold coal and tossed it to the man

E. Coals lose their heat when separated from the fire

II. What is the Sabbath?

A. For the Jews, it was a day of rest

1. They were to do no manual labor on that day

2. That day pointed to Jesus, our Rest, so we are no longer bound by that rule

B. For Christians, it’s a time of spending time with God

III. Why Sunday?

A. Not the day God rested

B. Because God chose Sunday to perform His greatest deeds

1. Father began creation of the universe

2. Son rose from the dead

3. Holy Spirit started the church at Pentecost

C. Especially the second: every Sunday is Easter

1. Celebration of the forgiveness of sins

2. Anticipation of the final resurrection in light of Jesus’ resurrection

IV. How do we sin against the third commandment

A. Avoid coming to church

1. We have every excuse in the book

a. Too tired

b. On vacation

c. Goes too long

2. If someone were offering you $1 million, would you make excuses to avoid them?

a. Faith is much more valuable than money

b. It’s given freely through Word & Sacrament

c. Of infinite value & the only thing you have that’ll be of any value after you leave this life

d. Not only that, it’ll help you through hard times & make the good times better in this life as well

B. Come, but don’t listen

1. Coming to service doesn’t fulfill some kind of attendance requirement

2. Being in the pew is completely useless if you don’t pay attention

3. Singing the hymns & praying the prayers isn’t to make you  feel good: it’s the Word for your faith & salvation

4. But “Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to McDonald’s makes you a hamburger.”

5. Keeping the Lord’s day is more than just going through the motions

C. Listen, but don’t take it to heart

1. Big difference between “I should serve God alone” and “I will serve God alone”

2. Have you ever heard a sermon you didn’t like?

a. I’ve preached some that, in retrospect, I wasn’t real pleased with

b. But why didn’t you like it?

i. Was it because it wasn’t entertaining enough? This is not the theater or Lambeau Field.

ii. Was it because it made you uncomfortable?

1. We tend to ignore the parts of Scripture we don’t like

2. Or we say, “But God didn’t really mean….”

3. Or “That doesn’t sound like the Jesus I know.”

4. Do those statements sound a little like, “Did God really say you’d die if you ate the fruit?”

V. What does God require?

A. Hold preaching & the Word sacred (something special)

1. Don’t treat God’s Word like human philosophy that you can pick & choose what you like

2. Don’t expect a feel-good sitcom: sometimes, the truth can leave a bad taste in our mouths

a. But the truth we have only tastes bad if we take it a piece at a time

b. The Law is bitter, but it makes the Gospel that much sweeter

B. Gladly hear, learn, and meditate on it

1. “Meditate” does not mean “Sit on the floor with your legs crossed and empty your mind.”

2. That’s the opposite of meditation

3. Meditating is actively contemplating something

4. Meditating on God’s Word means thinking about it

a. Not just abstractly

b. Read it carefully

c. Listen to the details of the sermon

d. Ask yourself, “What does this mean to me” or “How does this affect me?”

e. “What is God saying to me here?”

C. Honor & support the preaching & teaching of the Word of God

1. Even if you don’t like it

2. Best way to support it is to be an avid student

3. Nothing a pastor likes more than people who approach him with questions and concerns and a desire to grow in the Word through Bible Study

D. Spread the Word of God

1. Here’s where it all comes together & the reason  for our service

2. Even though we don’t keep the Lord’s Day as we should

3. Even though we’ve despised the Word and its preaching

4. God didn’t despise us

a. He sent His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins

b. He didn’t make excuses to avoid it: nothing could stop Him from our salvation

c. Not because we earned it, but because He loves us in spite of our sin

d. Because He served us and continues to through the Divine Service, we receive eternal life in Jesus’ name. This is most certainly true. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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