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Still waiting?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 1:1-11, NIV) In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

On the radio this week: a missionary recently recounted his experience in Africa: He came to a village and began sharing the story of Jesus with them, from His birth through His ministry to His death & resurrection. He told them to come back that evening to learn how to be saved. They left weeping and that evening, the entire village turned out. He told them that we need not earn salvation, but that Jesus already earned it for us. The entire village came to faith that evening, and as he was answering their questions, a man spoke up.

“I have 2 questions: 1. When did you hear this good news from God?” “1997”

“2. My parents and family were all alive in 1997. Where were you then? Why did you wait to bring us the message until now? They could’ve been saved if you had come then.”

The missionary had no response. He fell on his knees & wept.

II. Wait for the HS

A. Disciples were excited

1. Witnessed His trial & death

2. Witnessed His resurrection

3. He’d appeared to them repeatedly over 40 days

B. “What’s next?”

1. They were still expecting a political coup

2. Now would be the perfect time: no one would dare oppose someone who wouldn’t stay dead!

3. Jesus had something else in mind

III. Look beyond your expectations

A. Jesus replied with a different reply

1. None of your business when

2. He had another coup in mind

3. Take over the hearts of the world, not the government

a. Stop the futile attempts to earn salvation

b. Tell: Salvation is a free gift—can’t earn it: already been earned for you

c. Release from the oppression of sin

d. Bought and set free

B. We look for what Jesus will do in our lives

1. When we get in a jam, “Get me out of this!”

2. When things are going well, if we’re thinking right: “Thank God.” 

3. Often chalk it up to coincidence or the goddess “Luck”

C. He replies: Here’s what I’m going to do through you

1. Old legend:

When Jesus got to heaven, Gabriel asked Him how He planned on spreading the message. He said, “I’ve given it to Peter, Andrew, James, John, and the rest to share.” Gabriel asked, “What if they don’t?” Jesus replied, “I have no other plans.”

2. Think about this: If they hadn’t shared the message and those who received it hadn’t, we wouldn’t know

3. We do know and are each sent to our corner of the world

4. Given the message to share, given the Holy Spirit to enable us

IV. Focus here, because here’s where He’s coming

A. Disciples stood there looking at the sky

B. Angels came and told ’em to snap out of it

C. Good to keep an eye on the sky, because you never know when He’s coming back

1. I will not be surprised if tomorrow never comes: any day now

2. As I wrote this sermon, I wondered if it’d ever be preached

3. Made me aware of the urgency of the message

D. But keep your focus on your neighbor who doesn’t know

1. “Don’t just stand there, do something!”

2. When your co-worker/family member/friend doesn’t know

3. When the world is dying

4. When tomorrow could be too late

V. Conclusion: Are you still waiting?

A. Jesus told them to wait for the Holy Spirit

B. He came at Pentecost & they went out

C. Are you still waiting?

D. “Church” means “going out”: not coming together

1. You’re here for a recharge, but being part of the church means going out & telling the good news

2. So go out & tell

3. Jesus died & took away ALL of our sin

4. He went to heaven, but He’s coming back

5. The free gift is yours. Pass it on, and don’t wait any longer.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s a missionary?

Message: What do they tell people? Are you a missionary? Tell me one person you know that you can tell about Jesus. This week, tell them about Him.
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