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Children’s Sermon

Object: What happened on the first Easter? Why is that important?

Message: When Jesus rose from the dead, He promised we will live forever, too. (Teach them “He is risen.” “He is risen indeed, Halleluiah.”)

Tree of Life

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 13:26-39, NIV) “Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. “We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’ The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ So it is stated elsewhere: “‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’ “For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay. “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. According to Greek myth, King Acrisius of Argos had only one child: a daughter

1. When the king asked a priestess whether he’d have a son (thus an heir), he was told that his daughter would have a son who would kill him

2. So when she gave birth, the king put his daughter and grandson in a box and let them float into the sea to die

3. After a number of adventures, this grandson, Perseus, competed in an athletic contest

4. He didn’t know the king was there, and when throwing the discus, it went off-course and hit his grandfather, who was in the crowd, killing him instantly, fulfilling the prophecy

B. That story is fictional, but it was a favorite in ancient Greece

1. It has beautiful irony

2. The king, trying to prevent a prophecy from coming true, is actually responsible for its completion

C. In today’s text, Paul shares an even more ironic story of prophecy fulfilled, but this one is historical fact
II. Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles,

A. Paul is in the synagogue & has been asked to speak

1. The tradition was to have someone different preach each week, and Paul was a visiting guest

2. His message is nothing they could’ve expected

3. But at the same time, they should’ve seen it coming

B. it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent.

1. When God determined to save mankind, He chose to save us through faith

2. Faith comes by hearing the message

3. And God chose people, at first the nation of Israel, to share that message

III. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus,

A. yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath.

1. Here’s the irony of all this

a. The people of Jerusalem & the Sanhedrin wanted to prove that Jesus wasn’t the Messiah

b. They’d been waiting for Him, but Jesus didn’t fit their expectations

c. In effect, they said, “God, send this One back. He’s not good enough.”

d. But by killing Him in the particular manner that they did, they fulfilled the prophecy and proved that Jesus is in fact the Messiah

e. And given that these prophecies were read by them in church every Saturday, they had no excuse for not recognizing Him

B. Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed.

1. This, of course, was the reason He came: to be executed

2. And He wasn’t executed for His own crimes—He had no crimes, not a single sin

3. But He was executed for the sins of the whole world, for yours and mine

C. When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.

1. This was done by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea

2. And even His burial in Joseph’s tomb fulfilled a prophecy

3. But there were more people there

a. An armed guard was stationed in front of the tomb: trained soldiers

b. They were there to make sure Jesus’ body stayed in the tomb

c. Silly soldiers!

IV. But God raised him from the dead,

A. If the prophecy about Jesus’ death were fulfilled, you can bet the one about His resurrection would be

B. and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem.

1. Jesus didn’t just rise & vanish

2. He revealed Himself to His disciples

C. They are now his witnesses to our people.

1. They were eyewitnesses to the event, not just passing on the story they’d heard

2. They were so sure of the resurrection that, after devoting their lives to sharing the message, they underwent torture and cruel deaths, refusing to renounce their faith

3. Not one of them was willing to deny the resurrection

4. Most people wouldn’t be willing to undergo torture & death to defend a rumor

V. We tell you the good news:

A. What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.

1. We’re dense, foolish people

a. God reveals His will to us through Scripture

b. We rarely if ever even check with Him on whether our decisions are according to His will

c. And when we want to do something that’s not His will, we do it anyway!

2. But God sticks with His Word in spite of us

a. We didn’t deserve for Him to send Jesus

b. We didn’t deserve to have Jesus as our substitute on the cross

c. If we did deserve Him, He wouldn’t have needed to go to the cross because we’d need no substitute

d. But God accepted His substitution to show us that the price has been paid.

B. As it is written in the second Psalm: ‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’

1. Jesus was always the Son of God from eternity

2. He wasn’t always man: not until the first Christmas

3. But He has always been God: He just proved it by rising again

4. God cannot remain dead

C. The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ So it is stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’

1. By His resurrection, Jesus was given to sit on David’s throne

a. This does not mean, as some still believe, that Jesus will rule on earth with Jerusalem as His capital

b. David ruled over Israel, God’s chosen people

c. So Jesus rules over God’s chosen people today: the Holy Christian Church (2nd service: the family of God into which Shawn & Lauren were baptized today)

D. For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.

1. David was a great king: a man of great faith

a. But he was still a sinner

b. He snubbed his nose at God just like we do

c. And he still died and decayed

2. But Jesus is something else

a. He died, but He didn’t decay

b. He rose from death to pave the way for us

c. Just as He rose with a physical, pure, perfect body

d. So will we rise on the last day with a physical, pure, perfect body, as will David

VI. Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know

A. that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.

1. Jesus died on a tree, paying the price for your sin

2. By being executed, serving your sentence,

3. Your sins, even your thumbing your nose at God, has been forgiven

4. Forgiveness is the central message of God to you, no matter the sin

B. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.

1. We can’t get ourselves right with God

a. No mater how hard we try, we’re still sinners

b. We just can’t do it

c. Trying to get yourself right with God is like trying to make yourself taller by pulling your feet up: “Pulling yourself up by your bootstraps”

d. It’s futile

2. But you don’t have to try to justify yourself

a. God already did

b. He made you right with Him

c. Your sins were killed on the cross in the body of Jesus

d. And He rose again, leaving the sins behind

e. Your sins are gone, and you are a new creation who will live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen!

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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