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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: How many Gods are there? What is His name?

Message: What has He done for you? He made you, died for you, and made you His.

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 14:8-18) In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: “Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. In the past, he let all nations go their own way. Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

The Aztec king Nezahualcyotl (143172): Verily, the gods that I am adoring, what are they but idols of stone without speech or feeling? They could not have made the beauty of the heaven, the sun, the moon, the stars, which light the earth, with its countless streams, its foundations and waters. There must be some God, invisible and unknown, who is the universal Creator. (Quoted in Theological Quarterly 10:82, 8485)

II. And a man in Lystra with no strength in his feet was sitting, lame from his mother's womb, who never walked.

A. We have here a man whose legs are completely powerless

1. He has been lame from birth

2. Completely dependent on others to care for him

3. And unable to get where he needed to go

B. Just like you, but it’s more than your legs that are powerless

1. From birth, and before, you were crippled by sin

2. Because of what is so much worse than a handicap, you were completely powerless

3. You were unable to get where you needed to go: before God for faith and forgiveness

4. But instead, God brought it to you through His Word and Sacraments, just as He did through St. Paul and Barnabas to this man in Lystra

III. He was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, gazing intently on him and seeing that he had faith to be saved,

A. As St. Paul was preaching, he saw opportunity

B. He saw a man in desperate need to be healed

C. And at the same time, he saw an opportunity to glorify God

1. Paul had been preaching to these pagans

2. Here was an opportunity to show not only that Divine power backed up his statements, but that God loves the poor and lame

D. How often do you pass up those opportunities?

1. All the times you’ve had a chance to help and passed up that chance

2. How many times could you have done something nice for your spouse and passed up the opportunity?

3. How many times have you chosen not to help a family member or friend?

4. How often have you said to someone in need, “Do it yourself” or just ignored them?

5. How often have you said, “Okay, I’ll do it,” then not done it?

IV. He said in a loud voice, "Stand straight on your feet!" And immediately, he leapt and walked!

A. It’s by the power of God’s Word that you are saved from your weakness

B. Paul healed this man by a word from God

C. And you are healed by the Word of God as well

1. Because the Word was made flesh and lived among us

2. And He bore our weakness on Himself

D. But so often, God is forgotten as the One Who deserves all honor and glory for our accomplishments

V. When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices in the tongue of Lycaonia, saying, "The gods have become like men and have come down to us!" They called Barnabas "Zeus," and Paul, "Hermes," because he was the primary speaker.

A. How horrible we are about giving credit where credit is due!

1. When you accomplish something, how often do you thank God for the ability to do so?

2. When someone is good to you, how often do you thank God for bringing that person to you?

B. Or how often do you credit God but twist the message?

1. In Hollywood and among the social elite, the latest fashion is a t–shirt that says, “Jesus is my homeboy.”

2. People are wearing them, not because they want to express God’s love

3. But because the recent Passion movie has made Jesus a cultural icon

4. Jesus did not come to be “cool”

5. Paul and Barnabas didn’t go to Lystra to be worshipped

6. All three did what they did to glorify God and give you salvation

VI. The priest of Zeus, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and intended to sacrifice with the crowds.

A. Leave it to man to worship another man!

B. The reality is that God had become a man, but not Paul and Barnabas

1. If they had listened to Paul and Barnabas, they would’ve known that

2. God became man in the person of Jesus Christ

3. He became flesh to die for idolatrous people like you and me

a) People who worship the creation instead of the Creator

b) And if you think you don’t, what things keep you from putting God first and sharing His love?

(1) Do you value your reputation more than your friends’ souls?

(2) Do you value your personal comfort more than God’s kingdom?

(3) Do you value financial security more than the ministry of the church?

c) God became flesh to pay for your sinful priorities.

VII. But hearing, the apostles Barnabas and Paul tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowds, crying out and saying, "Men, why are you doing these [things]? We are also men of the same passions as you, and we preach the Gospel to you that you may turn from these vain things to the living God Who made the sky and the earth and the sea and all that's in them.

A. Paul and Barnabas had healed the lame man to glorify God

B. But the people of Lystra glorified the wrong God!

1. It’s like thanking King Arthur or Robin Hood for fighting for us in Iraq!

2. But isn’t that typical of us?

3. When something is wrong, we blame everyone else but ourselves

4. But when something is good, we don’t give credit to God

C. But our God is so much more than we give Him credit for

1. More than the gods of the Greeks or any other gods man has created for himself

2. He is the high and mighty Creator of heaven and earth

3. But at the same time, He is the low and humble servant

VIII. Who, in the generations gone by, did not allow all the nations to depart to their own ways.

A. When we sinned, God didn’t leave us to our own devices

B. He sent messengers: prophets, apostles, and evangelists to call us back

C. And their message has been written down to be given to you today

IX. "And yet, He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and from the sky gave you rains and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with joy and gladness."

A. Besides the message from His messengers, all creation points to His hand

1. We can see that He is an awesome and creative God

2. We can see His attention to detail

3. But we can also see that He notices the little things, including our “little” sins

B. We can’t hide our sin from God

C. But God gave us reason beyond good weather to be joyful

1. He loves us and became flesh for us

2. He withstood temptation for us His whole life

3. And He paid for your sin completely and absolutely

4. He is the only God you can count on

5. He is the only God who saves

X. Even saying these things, they barely restrained the crowds from sacrificing to them.

A. Such is our condition and the depth of our sin

1. Paul and Barnabas told them, “We’re not gods,”

2. But the people would rather participate in idolatry than recognize the truth

B. But such is the amazing grace of God

1. That He would love such awful sinners

2. That He would send His Son to die for such sinners

3. That He has done exactly that, that you are forgiven, and you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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