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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who’s Jesus? How do we know about Him?

Message: What do we know about Him? What did He do for us?

Search the Scriptures

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 17:1-15, NIV) When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the market-place, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. Then they put Jason and the others on bail and let them go. As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: What does it mean to call someone a Christian?

A. Someone who has faith in Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross

1. I hope everyone in here can count yourselves as Christians by that definition

2. But so often, we stop at John 3:16 and don’t go any further

B. How well do you know your Scriptures?

1. Paul encountered two different groups of people in today’s text

2. The first, in Thessalonica, consisted mainly of those who were so entrenched in their beliefs that they’d hear nothing else

3. The second, those in Berea, responded to anything new & different by studying Scriptures

4. Luther stated in the Leipzig Debate of 1519: A simple layman armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope or a council without it. As for the popes decretal on indulgences, I say that neither the church nor the pope can establish articles of faith. These must come from the Scriptures. 

II. When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.

A. This is interesting, since Amphipolis and Apollonia are both major cities. Why didn’t Paul start in one of those?

1. Those places apparently didn’t have any Jewish population

2. Paul was looking for a synagogue, which he found in Thessalonica

B. As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead.

1. So what does Paul going to the Synagogue have to do with you?

a. When Paul wanted to get the Word out about Christ, He started with the people who already knew the Word

i. These are the people who will not only be receptive to more of God’s Word

ii. These are the ones who will be able to take that message further

iii. Paul couldn’t preach to every one of the 200,000 people in Thessalonica

iv. He was counting on the people who lived there to do that

b. So if Paul were coming here today, would he stop and give you the message?

i. If He showed you how Jesus can be found throughout the Old Testament, how would you respond?

ii. Would you say, “That’s great! I have to tell my friends about this!”

iii. Or would you say, “Paul, this is great. You should go talk to Pastor or the evangelism board. Evangelism is their job.”

2. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said.

a. Here’s what’s so amazing about God’s Word

b. God has made it very plain for you just who exactly this Jesus is

c. But the only way you can know Him is through the Word: reading it, studying it, meditating on it

3. Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.

a. This is embarassing: Some of the Jews and a large number of Gentiles

i. Why is it that church people have such a “yeah, whatever” attitude about the Gospel?

ii. Most of you have been hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ since you were children

iii. And somehow, that message has gotten old, commonplace, taken for granted

b. But those who hear the word for the first time are ready to hear the good news of salvation

i. Singing “Halleluia” really means something: Praise God! He’s given me eternal life!

ii. And “Amen” is a firm confession of faith: “Yes, that is absolute truth” instead of “Oh, good. It’s done.”

C. But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the market-place, formed a mob and started a riot in the city.

1. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials,

a. Apparently, Jason was housing Paul, Silas, & Timothy

i. So he was held guilty by association

ii. But what a great thing to be found guilty of: providing for the preaching of the pure Word of God

b. How many times have you passed up opportunities to get the Word of God out, either by yourself or by helping someone else to do so?

2. shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.”

a. Either these Jews didn’t understand that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world

b. Or, more likely, they didn’t care & were just looking for a way to get rid of Paul & his message

c. Because the natural response of sinful humanity is to silence God’s Word

d. Or replace it with feel-good, watered-down, empty teachings

i. That might be popular & appealing

ii. But that’s not what the apostles were about

iii. It’s not what Jesus is about

iv. And it has nothing to do with the true Christian faith

1. God is about truth

2. The whole truth

3. And the true Christian faith has no room for false teachings

3. When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil.

a. You’ll find that going on all the time

b. The church gets attacked for peripheral issues, and the teachings are ignored or twisted

i. Turn on the TV or the radio, and you’ll hear a lot of that going on right now

ii. The Roman Catholic Church is under fire because of a handful of priests

iii. And “the crowd and public officials are thrown into turmoil” because they assume that all clergy, or even all Roman Catholic priests are the same

iv. But of course, that has nothing to do with neither the Roman Catholic nor universal Christian church

4. Then they put Jason and the others on bail and let them go.

III. As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea.

A. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.

1. Paul didn’t give up

2. That’s an important point to remember about evangelism

a. Sometimes, someone will respond with joy

b. Sometimes, it doesn’t happen

c. But the Word of God keeps working

3. So Paul moved on

a. He knew that there were plenty more people out there who needed to hear the message

b. Remember: those without faith in Christ will go to hell

c. And the only way that they’ll be saved is by hearing the message

d. And if you count on someone else to get the message out, that’s more people in hell

B. Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians,

1. for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

a. Here’s what we’re to do as well

b. Study the Scriptures

c. Let your faith bear fruit

d. Cling to the message of salvation and all the wisdom God has given us

e. And share the message however you can

2. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

a. Here’s some reassurance

b. Remember that faith is not dependent on the human will

c. Faith is given by the Holy Spirit

d. He gives faith completely as a gift

i. And He won’t leave us, even though we’re still sinners

ii. Instead, through His Word, He reinforces the message

1. That in spite of your selfishness

2. In spite of your unwillingness to share the Gospel when God presents the opportunity to you

3. In spite of the dust collecting on your Bible

4. God forgives you

1. It’s precisely that sin that put Jesus on the cross

2. And it’s precisely that Jesus on the cross that gives you full and complete pardon for your sin

3. And it’s precisely that death and resurrection that assures you: you will live forever in God’s perfect love and forgiveness

3. When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up.

a. Even though we’ve been given such a great message to share

b. There will always be those who try to stop it

i. The devil

ii. The world (sinful society)

iii. Our own sinful nature

c. But Jesus has already overcome all of those

d. And you need not fear them

e. God will save you

f. He already has in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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