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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Do you know God?

Message: You know Him from the Bible, but more importantly, He knows you. In your Baptism, He called you by name & made you His, and He not only knows you, but He loves you enough to send His Son, Jesus, to die for you so you can live forever with Him.

The Hidden God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man’s design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:22-31, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A popular trend in American evangelical churches is the “Seeker Service”

B. The idea is a service that is easy for visitors to follow, shallow in theology, and deep in entertainment

C. Those who use these liturgies hope to attract those who are seeking God but can’t find Him

D. But there’s a fundamental flaw in this idea

1. God has only promised to be found in Word and Sacraments

2. And a service short on those ingredients will not help anyone find God

E. This was the problem of the Athenians in today’s text

II. But Paul was standing in the middle of the hill of Ares to say, "Men of Athens, I see you are very religious according to everything."

A. Greece, including Athens, was littered with temples, shrines, and altars

B. The Greeks lived in constant fear that they would displease one of their gods, who were believed to have short tempers

C. This idea continues today in our culture, maybe even tainting your faith

1. They believed in luck and jinxes

2. That for things to go well for you, you need lots of luck

3. Or that you need to be good for good things to happen to you

4. Or that, if good things happen to you, you’d better watch out, because the bad is just around the corner

D. But such beliefs deny that we have a loving God Whose will is for our good

1. He blesses us with everything we need

2. And He tells us through the prophet Jeremiah, “I know the plans I have for you…plans to prosper.”

3. God wants prosperity for us, all the best—but the best according to what we need, not necessarily what we want or what we think we need

III. For while I was passing and examining your worship items, I found an altar, and on it was written, "'To an unknown God.' Therefore, what you worship without knowledge, I preach to you."

A. The Greeks were so afraid of offending any god by not worshipping him, they included altars (not just this one) to unknown gods, thus covering all their bases and not leaving anyone out

B. But Paul, seeing one of these altars, realized that this was the people’s problem—God was unknown to them

C. And He knew that this hidden God would never be found in a slab of rock—He’s only found in Word and Sacraments

D. So Paul preached the Word to them so they would find God there and know Him

IV. "The God Who made the world and all that's in it, He is Lord of heaven and earth and doesn't live in temples made with hands."

A. The true God does not fit well into our intellect

1. We can conceive of a god who is omnipotent (all-powerful), but that same God coming to earth as a baby in a feeding trough?

2. We can conceive of a god of justice or a god of grace, but both at the same time, without contradiction?

3. We can conceive of a god who wants to be with us, but that same God being unjustly accused and dying at our hands?

4. What kind of God is this, anyway?!

B. The problem is that we have no right to dictate to God how He ought to be

C. Because any god that you can fathom with your mind isn’t much of a god

D. And who wants a god who makes decisions based on opinion polls?

V. "Nor by human hands is He served, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life and breath and all things."

A. Here’s how ridiculous works-based religion is:

1. What kind of god needs our works?

2. Why worship a god who is so limited and weak that he needs our works or sacrifices?

B. That’s why God says He desires mercy, not sacrifice

C. It’s not God who needs our good works—it’s our neighbor

VI. "And He made out of one all nations of mankind that dwell all over the face of the earth, having determined their appointed time and the boundaries of their dwelling."

A. Everything we have is a gift from God

B. We have nothing to give to Him, because all we have is His, given to us for our benefit and the benefit of our neighbor

VII. "That they would seek God, if perhaps they might reach out for Him and find Him, although He is not far from each one of us."

A. You see, here’s the key to finding God—you can’t!

B. The Greeks sought God

C. But God is only found in the Gospel

D. And in the Gospel, you don’t so much find God,

E. But rather, God finds you!

F. God is always the seeker; God is always the finder

G. Those who don’t know God, where we get the word “agnostic,” but this applies to all who hold to false religion, will never find Him by their own effort

1. Because our natural state is dead in sin and rebellious toward God

2. By your own efforts, you have as much hope of finding God as you do of finding the back of your head with the naked eye—it’s not going to happen!

3. But that’s why God has given us His Word, both written and in the flesh of Jesus Christ

a) Where is God? How can you know Him?

b) Look no further than the Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ, Who is God Himself

c) Look no further than the Lord’s Supper, where that same Word gives us that same flesh for our forgiveness

d) Look no further than your own heart, where Christ lives through your Baptism

e) And look no further than your Bible, because He has promised to be found there

VIII. "For in Him, we live and move and exist, even as some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His children.' Therefore being the offspring of God, we ought not consider gold or silver or stone, the image formed by the thought or craft of a human to be like God."

A. If God has made all that we are and all that we have, why would we worship His creation instead of the creator?

1. Yet how often do you put yourself first?

2. There’s a reason God said repeatedly, “Love your neighbor as yourself”: He knows our top priority!

3. And in loving our neighbor, God shows them, through us, Who He is

B. God is our creator, yet we try to imagine Him like a created thing

C. We try to compare Him to things of this world, just like the all-too-human gods of the Greeks

D. But imagining we can become or create a God according to our own understanding is like a construction made from Legos® designing a human being

IX. "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now announcing that all people everywhere should repent."

A. Here’s the wonderful message to the Athenians and to you

B. You don’t have to make sure you appease God

1. The reality is that you’ve failed miserably in that

2. You’ve rebelled and worshipped all the wrong gods instead of the true God

C. Yet, because of Jesus, He has forgotten your past ignorance

1. He paid for your sin in the flesh of His Son

2. And through the faith He gives through His Word and Sacraments, what we call the “Means of Grace,” He forgives your rebellion and idolatry

3. You can know Him and don’t need to fear retribution for our sins

X. "Because He has established a day in which He will judge the inhabited world in righteousness through a Man Whom He has appointed, having assured all by raising Him from the dead."

A. God does indeed judge us

B. And those who have turned away from the true God will be judged according to their works

C. But you, because of Christ, will be judged for His perfect works

D. And He who rose from the dead will raise you to eternal life because of His righteousness given to you.

E. You know Him, and He knows you

F. And He will raise you to eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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