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Baptism

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 2:36-41, NIV) “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Tonight, we begin a 3-part series on the Means of Grace

1. God’s Word

2. The Sacraments: Baptism & the Lord’s Supper

B. Dr. Luther summarizes the importance of these:

It has been well said that we must seek Christ not only while He may be found, but also where He may be found. The shepherds were given this direction: This will be a sign to you: a proof that you have found Him whom you were seeking: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Luther says: Word and Sacrament are the manger and the swaddling-clothes into which it has pleased Christ to lay Himself. The lowliness may seem incongruous to the superspirituality of some, but our Lord will be found nowhere else.

C. The first of these most Christians encounter is the Sacrament of Holy Baptism

A great king of France received his crown at the city of Rheims, and it was a custom in those days that kings would call themselves after the city where they received their crown. But this king called himself Louis of Poitiers, because he was baptized there. It was that important to him. 

1. To value this gift, we need understand what it is and why we have it

2. Peter, in His famous Pentecost sermon, summarizes it for us

II. He is Lord & Christ,

A. this Jesus

1. To understand the sacrament, we need to remember exactly Who Jesus is

a. Immanuel: God with us

b. Almighty God, the fulness of the deity, in a body

c. God turned into a man

d. Present with us

2. We need also remember His central purpose in coming

a. Not so much to teach or heal diseases

b. To die, to pay the price for our sin

B. Whom you crucified.

Dr. Luther again: …deeply believe and never doubt the least, that you are the one who thus martyred Christ. For your sins most surely did it…Therefore, when you view the nails piercing through his hands, firmly believe it is your work. Do you behold his crown of thorns, believe the thorns are your wicked thoughts, etc.

1. You are responsible for Jesus’ death

2. If not for your sin, Jesus wouldn’t have needed to die to save you

3. But He willingly did just that

III. What shall we do?

A. Repent

1. Peter doesn’t answer the way they expect

a. Nothing specific they must do

b. Repentance is not a human work

i. Can only come about by faith

ii. Repentance has two parts

1. Contrition (sorrow for our sin)

2. Trust in forgiveness in Christ

iii. While human conscience can convict us of our sin

iv. Only the Holy Spirit can show us God’s forgiveness

B. & be baptized

1. “Washed”

a. Doesn’t require any particular method: sprinkling, immersion, pouring

b. Simply requires the application of Water combined with God’s Word

2. Note that the verb is passive

a. Not “Go baptize yourself”

b. Baptism is a gift, so it must be given

c. Otherwise, it’s something you’re doing

d. We can’t be saved by doing
C. for the forgiveness of sins,

1. That’s why Baptism cannot be seen as an act of obedience

a. If it grants forgiveness of sins

b. It can’t be a work of the Law

c. So if it’s not a human work, it must be God working through it

d. He is

2. In Baptism, we are sealed, made part of His family

a. Baptized into His name

b. Like an adoption, when you take on the name, you become an heir

c. So since you’re baptized, you’re an heir

d. Like an heir, you’ve done nothing to deserve it

D. and you will receive

1. the gift

a. Again, Peter emphasizes that this is a gift

b. Not deserved

c. Not conditional on any of our actions

2. of the Holy Spirit.

a. What greater gift could you receive that God Himself?

b. The Son came to us in a baby in a feeding trough

c. The Holy Spirit, also God, comes to us in simple water

IV. This promise to:

A. you,

1. You, too

2. In spite of you nailing Him to the cross

3. Because you nailed Him to the cross

4. For your whole life

a. So great is God’s forgiveness

b. Washing you through is enough for your whole life

c. Every day, you can be assured that your salvation is sure

d. When your sins weigh you down, you can drown them in the waters of your baptism

B. your children,

1. Yes, baptism, as Peter says, is also for children

2. Faith that Baptism gives is a miracle

3. As much a miracle as when an adult comes to faith

4. Not dependent on reason or intelligence

5. Not dependent on anything within us: all rests on God

C. those far off,

1. Not just for the Jews

2. For all people, regardless of who your parents are or any other factor

D. as many as the Lord will call to Himself.

1. God calls all people by the Gospel

2. All who hear and believe will benefit from this promise

V. Save yourselves from this crooked generation!

A. Peter was specifically referring to the Jews of his day who rejected Jesus as the Messiah

B. Still true today

1. Our society describes Jesus as a great teacher or the like

2. Describing Him as the only way to heaven isn’t too popular

3. That is, however unpopular, reality

4. At the same time, that’s assurance

VI. Those who received his word were baptized & 3000 souls were added.

A. Simply through water and the Word of God, 3000 souls were saved that day

B. Simply through water and the Word of God, you were saved that day

C. All because of a little baby in a feeding trough who chose to live with and die for His people. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

D. From a Christmas Card:

"If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator. If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist. If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist. But since our greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a Savior."

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Readings

(Acts 2:36-41, NIV) “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

(Matthew 28:16-20, NIV) Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Prayer

Stir up, we implore You, your power, O Lord, and come that by your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


