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Children’s Sermon

Object: What would you rather eat, cookies or garbage?

Message: When you sin instead of doing what God wants, you’re choosing the garbage. Jesus took the garbage for you so you can have eternal life.

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 3:13-15) The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. (Acts 3:17-26) “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.’ “Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

There was a cartoon several years ago in the Saturday Review of Literature in which little George Washington is standing with an axe in his hand. Before him lying on the ground is the famous cherry tree. He has already made his smug admission that he did it -- after all, he "cannot tell a lie." But his father is standing there exasperated saying, "All right, so you admit it! You always admit it! The question is, when are you going to stop doing it."

II. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His Servant, Jesus, Whom you handed over and disowned in Pilate's presence, when he had determined to release Him.

A. Peter was speaking to the people in Jerusalem at Pentecost

B. But his words are just as applicable to you today as they were to the Israelites in 30 A.D.

C. It’s easy for you to point to those bad Jews for killing Jesus

1. But He went to the cross because of your sin

2. If you hadn’t turned against God, Jesus would not have need to come save us

3. If you hadn’t disowned Him by rejecting His commands, He could have just spent eternity without suffering, one big happy family

III. But you disowned the holy and righteous [One] and asked for a murderer man to be granted to you,

A. What does this say about you?

B. When you have to choose between an action that will glorify God or help yourself, which do you choose?

C. When you choose between obedience to God or the devil, which do you choose?

D. How many times a day do you, by your thoughts, words, and deeds, call Satan your prince instead of Jesus?

E. What is wrong with you, that you choose sin over the wisdom of the God of the universe?

F. Do you really think you know better than God?

IV. but the prince of life you slew, the One God raised out of death, to which we are witnesses.

A. God said to the Israelites, “I set before you life and death. Choose life.”

B. Who is this that you killed?

1. The Prince of Life!

2. You chose death!

3. Every time you look out for your best interests instead of seeking God’s will, you’re choosing death

4. Every time you don’t take the opportunity to tell someone about Jesus, you are choosing death—eternal hell—for that someone.

V. And now, brothers, I know that you acted according to ignorance just as also your rulers [did].

A. When you sin, you don’t normally set out with the intention of sinning

B. Your sinful nature can be very convincing

C. And the devil and the world keep telling you that sin isn’t sin, or that it’s not so bad

D. Being duped doesn’t make it any less sin, though

VI. But what God announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has fulfilled.

A. Jesus wasn’t forced to the cross

B. He went there willingly for you

C. He knew that the only way you could be saved from death and hell was by being obedient to counter your disobedience

D. The Prince of Life chose death, too

E. But He chose to die your death for you
VII. Therefore repent and return so that your sins be erased, so that times of refreshing may come from the face of the Lord, and that He may send your foreordained Messiah, Jesus. Whom it is necessary for heaven to receive until the time of restoration of all about which God spoke through the mouth of His holy prophets from eons.

A. Forgiveness comes only to those who repent

B. What does “repent” mean?

1. Repentance begins with contrition: sorrow over your sin

a. Recognizing the depth of your depravity

b. Recognizing that you have rejected God and have done nothing to deserve Him taking you back

c. Realizing that you are evil through and through

2. And repentance is trust that, in spite of your evil, you are forgiven

a. IT is knowing the extent of suffering that Jesus endured in your place

b. And it is knowing that His suffering was great enough to be sufficient to cover all of your sin

c. Repentance is knowing that you don’t have to do anything to receive the forgiveness God freely gives

C. Does repenting earn forgiveness?

1. No, absolutely not

a. No more than Little George Washington admitting to the tree chopping earned him forgiveness

b. It doesn’t put the tree back

c. And it doesn’t pay for your sin

2. Repentance is a gift of God, a fruit of faith

a. You are saved through faith, not works

b. And faith is a gift of God

c. Repentance comes out of faith and is produced by God in you

d. If God’s doing it, you certainly can’t claim credit for it

VIII. Moses said that, "For you, a prophet will the Lord God raise out of your brothers like me. You will listen to Him according to all whatsoever He speaks to you."

A. But it will be that every soul which does not listen to the Prophet, he will be obliterated from the people.

1. Jesus is of course that prophet

a. He comes to us with God’s Word of reconciliation

b. He has come to restore you to God

2. But those who reject Him will be obliterated

a. Jesus gives eternal life freely to all who keep the faith freely given to them

b. But those who reject that free gift—they will be wiped out instead of their sins being wiped away

B. Likewise, all the prophets from Samuel afterward, as many as have spoken, have also preached of these days.

1. Because the whole Scripture points to Jesus the Christ

2. They looked forward to His coming, especially His death and resurrection

3. And all that they said pointed to His coming and to God’s plan of salvation

C. You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God arranged for your fathers, saying to Abraham, "In your seed will all families of the earth be blessed." For you first, God raised His servant and sent Him to bless you by turning each of you from your wickedness.

1. God first went to the Jews, His chosen people

a. They were to take the message of the Messiah and share it

b. They were to point to the salvation won for all of us

2. You, too, are sons of the prophets

a. By your Baptism, you are part of God’s family, His chosen people

b. He raised Jesus from the dead to show that the price of your sin has been accepted and credited to you

c. So that, since the Son of God paid for your sin, you are a son of God who need not pay anything, as your debt has already been paid

d. And since the Son of God rose from the dead, so will you rise and live for eternity with Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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