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Speaking of Jesus…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 4:8-12, NIV) Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’ Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Read “Walled In”, p. 41 from Jesus Freaks by dc Talk and the Voice of the Martyrs

II. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke to his accusers

A. Quite a difference from the Peter of a few months ago

1. Had denied Jesus three times

a. Afraid of persecution

b. Just like the times you passed on the chance to tell someone about Jesus

2. Suddenly had the boldness to proclaim Christ to the Sanhedrin

B. Difference was the Holy Spirit

1. Already had the Holy Spirit working in him: gave him faith to be a disciple

2. Now, Holy Spirit was urging him on in the face of persecution

III. Sick man had been healed in the name of Jesus

A. Peter & John were on their way to church

1. Lame man asking for a donation

2. They healed his legs in the name of Jesus

B. Penalty not for healing, but for the name

1. Miracles in the name of a man is blasphemy

2. Puts the man on the level of God

3. Would be blasphemy, except that Jesus is God

IV. “You crucified Him, but God raised Him.”

A. Remember that this wasn’t just any man

1. The One who was killed by these same people

2. The One chosen to die instead of Barabbas the murderer

3. The One who, even while dying, forgave them: made them even angrier

B. They didn’t understand that Jesus’ intent from the start was to be crucified

1. Needed to be done to bring them back into God’s favor

2. We needed it, too

3. Peter offered them eternal life by showing them the power of Jesus’ name

a. Not the name per se

b. What the name signifies

c. Just as a condemned man can only be pardoned by the governor, we can only be pardoned by Jesus

V. Rejected stone has become the chief cornerstone

A. They wanted nothing to do with Jesus

1. Too wrapped up in their own works

2. Trying to get on God’s good side based on their works

3. Doesn’t work that way

B. He is the chief cornerstone

1. Everything rests on Him

2. Our salvation is 100% dependent on Him

a. Need Him to have died on the cross

i. Pay the penalty for our sin

ii. Give us a rock to stand on before God (Our works are quicksand)

VI. Salvation in no other name

A. If Peter thought for a moment that we could be saved another way

1. Wouldn’t be in prison

2. Wouldn’t have risked his life for the Gospel

B. Holy Spirit gave him boldness to proclaim the risen Christ

1. Not all will die as Peter or Wrunken for their faith

2. We’ve been given the same Spirit to share Christ

3. Tell the 82% of our community who don’t know how to be saved where salvation can be found

a. Jesus Christ, the crucified One

b. Who rose from death to make a place for us outside the grave in His name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Lamb Puppet: Martin Mutton

Message: “I’m too shy to tell people about Jesus. I’m afraid of saying something ba-a-ad.” Kids, how can we tell people about Jesus? What do we tell them? Who will help us?

Prayer: Thank you for forgiving me. Help me to tell others how much You love them.

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons  exalt the risen Christ as the only Source of Salvation, pointing to the Apostles' bold proclamation of the Gospel and the Psalmist's confidence that God's Spirit will accompany him wherever he goes. The Psalm expresses David's confidence that God's love and care will never fail him. No matter where he may go, the Spirit will be with him, and God's knowledge will protect him. The Acts selection in place of the Old Testament Lesson shows Peter boldly preaching Jesus Christ as the only Hope of Salvation, so proven by the resurrection. The Epistle expresses the confidence of the Apostles that Jesus Christ is our salvation. The Gospel shows our Savior calming the fears of His frightened disciples, teaching them the Word of God and its fulfillment in Him, and commissioning them to be His witnesses.

Preservice Lesson

4th Commandment: Honor your father and mother: Includes anyone in authority over you, so long as they don’t tell you to sin.
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