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Communion Statement:

Here at St. Paul’s, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus’ body & blood are truly present with the bread and wine, and that Holy Communion is a confession of the unity of faith. All those who are instructed in and in agreement with the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as taken from the Bible alone are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes Good News?

Message: Anyone have such good news that they just have to tell someone? What’s the best news wee could tell? †

Good News, Friends!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 5:12ff, NKJV) And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch…Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be. So one came and told them, saying, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be stoned. And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. “Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. “And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever had such a great time, you just had to tell someone?

B. Exactly what the apostles were doing.

II. Apostles gave signs & wonders.

A. Healing & the like

B. God gave them these gifts to build the church

C. Now, we have the Bible, so wonders aren’t necessary

III. They were all with one accord.

A. Amazing thing: all 12 in agreement

1. Hard to find now

2. people will have 12 different understandings of God

B. How could all 12 be in agreement?

1. Holy Spirit bound them together

2. He kept them from error

3. Important as things were getting started

4. Just as important today

C. How can we be in agreement?

1. 
aughteny the resurrection with Luther: Here is lack of understanding, for understanding proves by the Word that such patchwork is not according to God’s will, but that doctrine, faith and worship must be preserved pure and unadulterated; there must be no mingling with human nonsense, human opinions or wisdom. The Scriptures give us this rule: “We must obey God rather than men.”

2. Same as the apostles

a. Rely only on the Holy Spirit’s guidance through the Word of God

b. Any ideas about God that begin with “I think” must be immediately thrown out

c. If we could all use the Word of God alone, and use Scripture to interpret other Scripture, we’d have unity as the Apostles did

d. Instead, the majority of Christian seminaries are taught with Sadducees who deny the resurrection

IV. High priest imprisoned them.

A. Natural response of the World & the devil to the message of the Gospel

1. “Shut them up at all costs!”

2. Satan’s greatest fear is the spreading of the Gospel

3. He’ll stop at nothing to stop its spread

4. He’ll give you all sorts of excuses to keep you from sharing it

5. He knows that the Holy Spirit works through the Word of God to create faith

6. As Luther says in “A Mighty Fortress,” “One little word can fell him”: the Word of God

V. Angel got them out: “Go & teach!”

A. Nothing can stop the message of salvation

1. The world can persecute & even kill us

2. Our own sinfulness constantly gets in the way

3. Yet the message that Jesus paid for our sin continues to spread

B. In spite of our division, God holds the church together

1. Wherever the Word of God is preached in its purity

2. Wherever Law & Gospel are rightly divided

3. Wherever the Sacraments are rightly given

4. There you’ll find the Church of God

5. As long as the Holy Spirit works through that Word, you’ll find unity in that Word

VI. Disciples were teaching in the temple

A. They wanted to get the Word out

1. They didn’t want all these people to listen to the Saducees & go to hell for lack of faith

2. They wanted to share the love of Jesus with everyone

3. We have the same message to share

B. Find insert in bulletin

1. Fill out the bottom (Need extras/pencils?)

VII. Apostles arrested again.

A. The more we share the message, the angrier Satan gets

B. Let’s make him angry!

VIII. “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”

A. Let’s fill Amherst (& wherever you live) with our teaching

B. Standing up for the truth

C. Inviting them to hear the message of salvation

D. Countering error with the Word of God

E. Thereby strengthening the faith of those we know & love

F. Only through the Word of God in its purity will faith grow

IX. “We must obey God rather than men.”

A. Sharing Jesus isn’t politically correct

1. Not polite

2. That’s like knowing someone’s about to commit suicide and not trying to help them

B. Correcting error is seen as “judgmental”

1. If my child grabs a bottle of medicine, I’ll take it away

2. The same’s true with the poison of false teachings within the church

3. That’s not to say that those in some degree of error are going to hell

4. There’s more to the Bible than John 3:16

a. We believe firmly that the whole Bible is the Word of God

b. We’re so slow to share the rest of it!

c. WHY IS THAT?!?

d. The Devil doesn’t want us to

e. We’re too quick to surrender to the enemy who’s already defeated!

X. “God raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a tree.”

A. We are just as responsible for Jesus’ death as the Sanhedrin

1. Our sins put Him there

2. He went willingly

3. He was willing to be executed as a criminal, serving your death sentence

4. That’s how much He loves you

B. He rose from the dead in the perfect body like we’ll have on the last day

1. He earned the right for you to have such a body

2. He gives you (literally) a taste of that in the Lord’s Supper

a. Where we celebrate our union with Him and with His Body on earth: the Church

b. He gives us that same body & blood through that sacred meal

XI. “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

From a Christmas card: "If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator. If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist. If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist. But since our greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a Savior." In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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