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Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s the best way to love someone? Give them Jesus!

Message: How did Jesus love us? He gave us Himself!

What’s to prevent me?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 8:26-40) Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the sheerer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. He is risen! (He is risen indeed, Alleluia!)

1. It’s such amazing news, it’s powerful every time we say it

2. And saying it to each other is great encouragement

3. But there are also thousands of people right here in Delaware County who don’t really know what those words mean to us

B. Most people know about Jesus, that He died on a cross and is believed to have risen from death

1. But like the Ethiopian Eunuch, they don’t know the implication

2. That because He died for us, we are completely forgiven

3. And that because He physically rose from the dead, those with faith in Him will physically rise from the dead

II. But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Rise and depart south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza." (It is wilderness.)

A. In order to accomplish His goal of the salvation of souls, God calls us to do all kinds of strange things

1. In Philip’s case, it was going to a deserted strip of highway

2. He had no idea why He was going, except that God had called him there

B. We all get strange calls like that from God

1. Maybe it’s a change in employment

2. Maybe it’s a change in your family or friends

3. Even a change in your health

4. We don’t always know why these things happen

a. Sometimes, we find out later

b. Some of these we’ll have to wait until we meet God face-to-face to find out

5. But when you find yourself in that situation, how often do you approach it saying something like, “Lord, You’ve put me here, now how would You like to use me to further Your Kingdom?”

III. And he arose and departed, and hey, an Ethiopian man, a eunuch, an official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasury, and he had come to worship in Jerusalem. He was returning and sitting on his chariot and examining the prophet Isaiah.

A. This was a high official in the Ethiopian court 

1. He was also a convert to the Jewish faith

2. Which explains why he’d been in Jerusalem for Pentecost

3. He had a lot of influence, and he could really get the message out

4. As it happens, Ethiopia was one of the first Christian nations: amazing what one conversation can do!

B. This man was studying Isaiah 52-53

1. I’ve read this passage to unchurched kids, and they know it’s talking about Jesus

2. The surprise isn’t that it’s about Jesus, since it’s so clear, but that it was written 600 years before Jesus was born!

IV. But the Spirit said to Philip, "Go toward and be attached to this chariot." But Philip ran toward and heard him examining Isaiah the prophet and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"

A. Reading God’s Word is valuable, but it’s of no value if you don’t understand what you’re reading

B. The key, though, as Philip would explain, is Jesus

1. All Scripture points to Him

2. So to understand any given text, the appropriate question is, “What does this have to do with Jesus?”

a. The Law sections point out our need for Jesus

b. Much of the history sections point out God’s plan coming together to prepare for Jesus’ coming

c. And over and over, you find God sending someone to save His people from whatever mess they’ve gotten themselves into, just like Jesus did for us

V. But he said, "Well, how could I if no one guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

A. How could I know if no one guides me?

B. Do you hear your family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors speaking these words?

1. How could I know Jesus if you don’t tell me?

2. How could I know what church is about if you don’t invite me?

3. How could I know that Jesus paid for all my sin, that I don’t have to work my way to heaven, if you don’t tell me?

4. How can I get to heaven if you don’t show me the Way?

VI. But the place of Scripture which he was reading was this: "As a sheep to slaughter He was led; as a lamb before His sheerer is silent, He did not open His mouth. In humiliation, His judgment was taken away—who will declare this to this generation, since His life was taken away from the earth."

A. Showing the Way to heaven is showing others Jesus

B. He is the Way

C. Isaiah declared it before the fact to his generation

1. The apostles, like Philip, declared it to his generation

2. Your parents and grandparents declared it to their generations

3. But who will declare it to this generation?

a. Look around. 80% of people age 20-40 don’t go to church

b. Across generations, 87% of the people in Delaware county don’t know that heaven is a gift bought for us by Jesus

c. Who will declare it to them?

d. There are two good ways to love your neighbors who are not yet attached to Jesus

i. You can tell them about Him

ii. Or you can send someone else to tell them about Him, either by finding someone to do it, or by supporting evangelistic outreach, both here and abroad

e. But whatever you do, are you willing to turn your back on the one saying, “How could I know unless someone tells me?”

VII. But the eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please, about whom is the prophet saying this, about himself or about someone else?" But Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture, evangelized to him Jesus.

A. The church rises and falls on this question: about Whom is the prophet saying this?”

1. If Isaiah was talking about Jesus, the Jesus is truly the Messiah, the Son of God, and these words have infinite value

2. If Isaiah was talking about himself or anyone else, then the Bible is not to be trusted and is the most worthless collection of books ever written

B. So Philip led the eunuch through the Scripture, telling him the good news of Jesus

1. Because Jesus is the Messiah

2. Because God really does love us and has given us the message of forgiveness

3. Even forgiveness for not sharing the message!

VIII. But as they journeyed along the road, they came upon some water, and the eunuch says, "Hey, water! What prevents me being Baptized?" And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down to the water, Philip as well as the Eunuch, and he Baptized him.

A. The eunuch expressed not only his faith in Jesus, but his understanding of the value of Word and Sacrament

1. What’s to stop me from being Baptized?

2. What’s to stop me from studying God’s Word today?

3. What’s to stop me from having family devotions tonight?

4. What’s to stop me from reviewing my catechism and being reminded of all God has done for me?

IX. But when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip, and he no longer saw him. The eunuch went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and passing through, he kept evangelizing to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

A. Here is joy: Even though Philip had miraculously vanished, he lacked nothing

1. He knew without a doubt that he had eternal life

2. He had been given Jesus, and if you have Jesus, everything else is secondary

B. Like that Ethiopian Eunuch, you also lack nothing

1. Without a doubt, God has given you eternal life through Jesus’ death in your place

2. And since you have been given Jesus, you, too, can go on your way rejoicing in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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