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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is Baptism?

Message: God washes away our sin and makes us part of His family so we can live forever with Him. How can water do that? Because God paid for our sin by the blood of Christ and has promised to use Baptism to give us that forgiveness.

Open the Scriptures

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 8:26-40) Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth." The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?"  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It is not the job of the church to make Christians out of people

1. That is God’s job

2. The Holy Spirit works through God’s Word and sacraments to give faith and make people Christians

3. The church’s responsibility is to share the Gospel, the good news of God’s love in Christ

4. And by doing so, we bring the Word to people, which God uses to produce faith

B. By “the church,” I mean every Christian

1. Not just the pastor

2. Not just the evangelism board

3. Not even just the church council

4. Everyone

5. And everyone has different opportunities to do so

a) Sometimes it’s sharing a word of comfort with a friend who is upset

b) Sometimes it’s inviting a friend to church

c) You never know how God is going to use you

d) And it may be in an unexpected way

e) And you and I have all failed to take those opportunities time and again

II. But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Rise and depart south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza." (It is wilderness.) And he arose and departed, and hey, an Ethiopian man, a eunuch, an official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasury, and he had come to worship in Jerusalem.

A. God had big plans for Ethiopia

1. He sent one man to talk to one other man

2. And amazing things happened because of these two men’s conversation

B. Ethiopia is one of the early strongholds of Christianity

1. And this eunuch is likely the reason for that

2. Not that he made Christians out of people,

3. But because Christ was brought to him, and he apparently brought Christ to the nation of Ethiopia

III. He was returning and sitting on his chariot and examining the prophet Isaiah. But the Spirit said to Philip, "Go toward and be attached to this chariot."

A. This eunuch was a Jewish convert

1. He was a Gentile

2. But he’d been introduced to the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament

3. And he’d been in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost

4. But he apparently missed Peter’s great Pentecost speech

B. So now, he was on his way back to Ethiopia in his travel chariot

1. This wasn’t a little racing chariot like in Ben Hur
2. This was a large chariot designed to travel long distances, more like a wagon

3. So there was room for someone else to join him on the chariot

C. But as he traveled, he read the scroll of Isaiah

1. And he was confused

2. He was reading Isaiah 52-53

3. And he didn’t understand it

a) That’s no big surprise

b) That passage, even though it was written 600 years earlier, is all about Jesus

c) But being a foreigner, he hadn’t heard about Jesus and what had happened a couple months earlier at Golgotha

d) There’s no way to understand what that passage is about unless you know Jesus

e) Jewish scholars still argue today about the meaning of this passage

f) But they refuse to accept the idea that it refers to Jesus

g) To do so would be acknowledgement that Jesus is in fact the Messiah, the Christ

h) Yet when I read this passage to children, even children who know very little about Jesus, they recognize immediately that the passage speaks of Jesus

IV. But Philip ran toward and heard him examining Isaiah the prophet and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?"

A. Literally, Philip asked, “Do you know what you’re knowing again?”

B. We can’t properly understand the Old Testament unless we understand the New Testament

1. Because the Old Testament is all about Jesus

2. And if we don’t understand Who Jesus is and what He’s about

3. We can’t possibly understand the Old Testament prophecies that predicted His coming

V. But he said, "Well, how could I if no one guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

A. This is why we catechize

1. For most people, the Bible, even the New Testament, is a daunting book

2. It seems complicated. And it is

3. Yet at the same time, it’s simple enough for a child to understand much of it

B. The key is knowing how to approach it—what the Bible is and what it isn’t

1. The Bible is not

a) A diet book (What Would Jesus Eat)

b) It’s not even primarily a book on morality as most people believe

2. The primary purpose of the Bible is to show us God’s Love

a) The Law is necessary to understand how we have failed God and not lived up to His expectations

b) But the point is to see that He has fulfilled that same Law on our behalf

3. The Bible is, in essence, God’s love letter to you

a) In the Bible, God says, “Even though you haven’t kept your vows to me, I still love you.”

b) “No matter how great your sin, I still forgive you.”

c) “No matter how many times you walk away from Me and follow the devil, I will always take you back.”

d) “I love you no matter what!”

C. And while a reading of the entire Bible will convey this truth, it’s possible to miss it if you’re looking for something else

1. Because it’s an easy trap to fall into

2. It’s easy to see the Bible as a book of rules how to please God

3. But if you do so, you miss the point that you aren’t able to do that

4. You’ve fallen short of God’s expectations every day of your life

5. You’ve let God down

6. But He still loves you

VI. But the place of Scripture which he was reading was this: "As a sheep to slaughter He was led; as a lamb before His shearer is silent, He did not open His mouth."

A. Here’s how God showed how much He loves you

1. He sent Jesus to take your place and pay your penalty

2. Because when Jesus was on trial, He had no defense

3. He couldn’t say, “I haven’t done anything wrong,”

4. Because even though He had never sinned His whole life

5. He was carrying your sin

6. And as the One bearing your sin, He had no defense

B. But Jesus willingly took your sin on Him

1. He knew you couldn’t pay the price

2. Only eternal hell is sufficient punishment for your sin

3. But God loved you too much to make you face that just sentence

4. So He decided to pay the price in your place

VII. "In humiliation, His judgment was taken away—who will declare this to this generation, since His life was taken away from the earth."

A. This is about as unjust as you can get

1. The one man who ever lived a perfect life

2. And He is punished for the sin of every person who ever lived or ever will live

3. He earned eternal life

4. But He received death instead

B. And yet, by God’s infinite wisdom, justice was carried out

1. Because by God’s Law, restitution for sin can only be made by the shedding of blood

2. But to pay for the sin of the whole world, only God Himself is great enough to cover so great a price

3. So He paid the price Himself by becoming one of us and shedding human blood and dying a human death, yet as God at the same time

4. Jesus was both Man and God when He died on the cross

5. He was still God and man when He rose

6. And He is still both God and man today

VIII. But the eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please, about whom is the prophet saying this, about himself or about someone else?" But Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture, evangelized to him Jesus.

A. If Isaiah wasn’t talking about Jesus, then the entire Bible can be thrown out, and you can all go home right now

B. But Isaiah was talking about Jesus

C. Jesus, the Son of God, God Himself

1. Once we understand this,

2. Once we know Who Jesus is and what He has done for us,

3. Once we believe this to be true,

a) We not only have this knowledge,

b) But we also have that forgiveness of sins that Jesus bought for us and eternal life

IX. But as they journeyed along the road, they came upon some water, and the eunuch says, "Hey, water! What prevents me being Baptized?" And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down to the water, Philip as well as the Eunuch, and he Baptized him.

A. The eunuch had received a crash course in catechesis, building off his existing knowledge of the Scriptures

B. He had received the gift of faith through that teaching

C. And he wanted even more of God’s grace, so he requested Baptism

1. Because by Baptism, we receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life

2. He already had that through faith in Christ, or he wouldn’t have requested Baptism

3. But He recognized that you can never have too much of God’s grace or too much faith or too much assurance of that grace and forgiveness

D. But note that you can’t Baptize yourself

1. If Baptism were primarily an expression of our commitment to God, as many believe it is, then you should be able to Baptize yourself

2. But someone else has to Baptize you

3. Because Baptism, like faith and God’s love, is not something you do—God gives it as a gift

X. But when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip, and he no longer saw him. The eunuch went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and passing through, he kept evangelizing to all the cities until he came to Caesaria.

A. Even though Philip, his catechist, had disappeared, the eunuch went rejoicing

B. Because he had Jesus, so he lacked nothing

1. Because when you have faith in Jesus, you have all you need

2. Even though you lose everything in this world, if you have Jesus, you have all you need

3. Faith in Jesus Christ is of greater value than the air you breathe

4. Without air, you will still live forever

5. But without Jesus, you will die forever

C. But you do have Jesus

1. Through your Baptism, He has promised to be with you always

2. And since He paid for all your sin already, there’s nothing you can do that will cause Him to stop loving you

a) Because God gave you Jesus

b) Jesus bought eternal life for you

c) And the Holy Spirit, through God’s Word and Sacraments, has given that gift to you freely in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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