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Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s impossible for God? (Nothing)Can God turn bad people who don’t believe in Jesus into forgiven people who do believe in Jesus? (Yes)

Message: Without God, we are all bad people, but God sent Jesus to take your sin on Him and give you His goodness, and He washed away your sin when you were Baptized, making you good.

Conversion of St. Paul

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 9:1-8) Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men travelling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The latest theory on Saul’s conversion is a combination of epilepsy, and earthquake, and ball lightning

1. In an effort to explain Saul’s miraculous conversion to Christianity, from a killer of Christians to its greatest champion

2. Dr. John Bullock has submitted a paper showing how this could theoretically be produced

3. Were Saul an epileptic, and if he was travelling during an earthquake that occurred sometime during that year, and if ball lightning were produced in combination with the earthquake

4. It could’ve caused Saul to experience what he did

B. But there’s a principle of logic called “Occam’s Razor”

1. It says that, when looking for an explanation to something, you should start with the easiest, most obvious answer

2. So science has chosen the epilepsy/earthquake/lightning combination over “God appeared to Saul”

3. Given all the facts, especially Saul’s ability to demonstrate Christian doctrine from the Old Testament, it appears that science and logic are not necessarily co-dependent

4. And if this theory is indeed true, what an amazing series of coincidences God brought together to achieve His goals!

a) We believe that He can use words, water, bread, and wine to create faith

b) Is it impossible for God to use ball lightning to accomplish the same thing?

II. But Saul, still inhaling threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest.

A. Saul was absolutely infamous, well known for killing Christians

1. He absolutely hated Christians to the point of “breathing” threats and murder

2. And the word here is not “spitting out” threats, but “inhaling” threats

3. In other words, it was his whole life, as in, “He ate, slept, and breathed murder.”

4. So in his hatred, he went to the high priest

5. He had a plan to destroy the Christian church

6. He would round up the Christians, and all he needed was permission

7. Have you ever heard of someone more hopeless than Saul?

8. This is the Osama Bin Ladin of the first century

a) He would stop at nothing to have the Christians rounded up and killed

b) And yet, we know that God changed Him

9. Who in your life have you written off as a lost cause?

a) Who do you know that you don’t bother praying for or sharing the Gospel with? Name someone in your head that will not likely ever become a Christian.

b) Do you believe that God turned Saul around?

c) Do you really?

d) Then why don’t you believe He can turn that person around that you’re thinking of?

III. He asked from him epistles to Damascus for the synagogue so that if he found anyone of the Way, whether men or women, that he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

A. So it begins, that Paul requests epistles, letters, to bring death

B. What a beautiful irony!

1. Because when God changed Him to be a Christian, He used epistles to bring life!

2. So it is with God

3. He is able to use his enemies’ weapons to bring about His will

C. Saul was out to cleanse the church

1. He did do that, with an impact that has lasted for thousands of years

2. But it wasn’t the way he planned

D. Just as we tend to underestimate God’s power to change lives, we tend to assume that we know His will for our lives

E. Certain things, we can be sure of

F. Faith

G. Eternal life

H. Sharing our faith with others

I. And showing His love to those He has placed in our lives

1. But others, we have to wait and see

a) What career God wants for us at any given time

b) How much material wealth is best for us

c) Even our health

d) All those things we assume we can control

e) Saul didn’t know, and neither do we (although murder is never God’s will)

IV. But while he was traveling, it happened as he neared Damascus, that a light suddenly flashed around him out of the sky.

A. What was this light?

1. It was noon, so whatever he saw was brighter than the sun

2. Jesus Christ is the light of the world

B. Jesus shone His light on Saul so he could see how dark his heart was in comparison

V. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" But he said, "Who are You, Lord?" "I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting."

A. Jesus spoke to Paul essentially what He said in Matthew 25:45: “He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

1. Paul had been persecuting the body of Christ, and Christ is the head

2. And as Dr. Luther said, “the little toe or the least part of a man’s body being hurt, the head immediately shows itself, by the face, to feel that pain.”

B. Jesus was feeling the pain of His bride, the church

C. And He still feels our pain today

1. He knows our struggles and our weaknesses

2. And He knows what it’s like to struggle

3. And He will not leave us to struggle alone

4. He took our weaknesses on Himself all the way to the cross

a) There, He bore our sin and struggled under their weight

b) And there, He traded His righteousness for our unrighteousness

VI. "But rise and go into the city, and it will be told to you what you must do." But the men traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing nobody.

A. Paul didn’t need to do anything to save Himself

1. He makes that abundantly clear in His own epistles

2. But He needed to go into the city to find Christians who would give him faith

3. He knew Jesus was God at this point, but He didn’t know how to be saved, that Jesus had done it all for him, as He has for you

B. But Jesus wanted Saul to go to Christians to be taught

1. It’s similar to reason we follow up on Baptism with teaching

2. It’s the reason Dr. Luther commended the teaching of the Catechism to every head of the household—fathers and husbands

3. Because God’s Word gives faith, and through faith, we are given the free gift of eternal life

VII. But Saul rose from the ground, but though his eyes were open, he could see nothing, but leading him by the hand, they brought him to Damascus.

A. Jesus placed Saul in darkness to see that his entire life was in darkness

1. He needed Christians to give him the Gospel, the good news of Jesus’ love, to save him

2. Just as there are those people in your life who are in darkness, waiting for you to take the scales from their eyes

B. And God provided what Saul needed

1. He sent a Christian named Ananias to heal Saul’s blindness

2. And Ananias and company healed Saul’s spiritual darkness as well by teaching him about Jesus

3. There is no other way to heal that blindness

C. And God has provided what you need, too

1. He has given you Jesus, the light of the world

2. Using His enemies’ weapons, He died to give you life

3. He has washed away your sin through Holy Baptism

4. Though your sins be worse than Saul’s, they are washed away, forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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