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Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 11:19-30, NIV) Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: What do they call you?

A. Lots of definitions of “Christian”

1. Someone who believes in God

2. Someone who does nice things

3. Conservative voter

B. “Christian” wasn’t always a nice name

1. Associated with horrible concepts

a. Atheism: Invisible god=no god

b. Immorality: love feasts

c. Cannibalism: Eating flesh and blood

2. Similar names today

a. Disciple?

b. Jesus Freak

c. Radical

d. Bible Thumper

e. Fanatic

i. Someone who has stronger faith than you.

ii. Term of jealousy

C. In Pakistan, it’s common for Christians to change their names from Muslim names to “Masih”: “Messiah/Christ” to boldly confess their faith

1. In Pakistan, speaking against Mohammed or Islam carries the death sentence

II. In today’s text, the church of Antioch lived their name

A. Got the message out

1. Told the Jews that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah

2. Told the Greeks that Jesus is the God above all gods

B. The hand of God was with them

1. God is always present with His Word

2. Through His presence & Word that we’re brought to Him

3. Through the message of salvation

a. Even though our sin has separated us from God

b. Jesus allowed Himself to be seperated from God’s love so we wouldn’t have to be

c. Because of Him, we’re back into God’s favor

III. Barnabas is given as an example for us

A. Note his credentials

1. No mention of experience or abilities

2. God’s credentials

a. Good man

i. No one is good but God

ii. No public sin

iii. Still a sinner in need of forgiveness

b. Full of the Holy Spirit

i. Sin had been forgiven

ii. Given to him & us at our Baptisms (Like little Saxon today)

iii. Enables us to go out and share the good news

iv. Others might believe and be saved as we have

c. With faith

i. How he was saved

ii. Faith, a gift of God, not human achievement

IV. In Antioch, they were first called Christians

A. Everyone will have their own opinion of “what a Christian is like.”

1. Have you ever looked at someone & assumed they weren’t Christian? (Or vice versa)

2. What ideas do people have about Christians?

a. Pushy

i. Excited about telling our message

ii. Possible to get overzealous, but not likely

b. Hypocritical

i. “If I believed something that great, It’d be the center of my whole life.”

ii. Express our faith when it suits us

1. Problem with homosexuality (rightly so)

2. No problem with living together out of wedlock

V. The Antioch church showed what the word means

A. Told people how to be saved

1. Nervous at first

2. Really got going & made a name for themselves

3. Imagine being known in our community as a church full of people who are excited about the Gospel

B. Acted on it

1. Heard of an upcoming need

a. Hadn’t even happened yet

b. Already gave in advance

c. Each gave according to his means

i. Not “Give until it hurts”

ii. Just “Give what you can, and if everyone does, there’ll be plenty—our God is a generous God.”

2. Showed their faith by sharing

a. No question of who they were

b. Actions told everyone that their faith was real

c. Words told all that they’d been paid for by the blood of Jesus

d. That’s what it means to be a disciple; a Christian: paid for In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Whisper to one: “I’m going to give each of you a piece of candy.”

Message: Like knowing secrets? How does it feel not knowing? God has something for us to say to those who don’t know. What’s his message? Do we keep it secret?

Lesson Summary

The emphasis of today’s readings is on bearing fruits of faith, particularly that of reflecting Christ's love in our own lives. Thus our worship is seen to be a response to His gracious love. The Psalm calls for enthusiastic praise of God, certainly one of the fruits of faith. Our worship ought always include gratitude to God for His blessings. The Acts substitute for the Old Testament Lesson tells of the missionary activity of the early Christians, who though scattered by persecution, spread the Word. The Apostles worked to strengthen the new believers, and in time of famine, the people gave generously to support their fellow believers in Judea. In the Epistle, John warns us to avoid false prophets who deny Christ. As Christians, we are to love each other as God first loved us. As we show Christ-like love, we move others to join us in His praise. In the Gospel, Jesus calls on His followers to love each other and comforts them with the assurance that God answers their prayers addressed in His name.
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