Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Faith in the Face of Fear

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 11:27-12:3, NIV) During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Do you have insurance?

A. Nowadays, We have insurance for everything

1. Car & home

2. Medical

3. Life

4. Even wedding

B. Insurance is only good after disaster strikes

1. Homeowner's Insurance can't replace priceless things like photos

2. Medical insurance can't prevent cancer

3. Life insurance can't bring back those we've lost

4. Every time I see an add for a wedding dress "Never Used" in the paper, I'm reminded that wedding insurance can't bring healing to a broken heart

II. When the Prophets told of famine, the church provided

A. Historians tell us of several famines during the reign of Claudius

B. They didn't have the transportation that we do today

C. When God told them through the prophets that there would be a famine, they knew there would be help needed

D. Each gave according to his ability: no more, no less

III. When the disciples were in trouble, God provided

A. James, brother of John, bishop of Jerusalem, was captured

1. Herod was sucking up to the Jews, who weren't always happy with him

2. He wanted to squash the Christian church

a. Not because of personal religious beliefs

b. To be popular

3. He killed James

a. James could've been saved

b. All he would have to do was recant

c. He chose to die before denying His Lord

i. He was no different from us

ii. No special gift of courage that we don't have—just knew what's most important

iii. Knew that the worst to happen to him would be death

d. Perhaps he remembered Job's words, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him."

e. That's how James lived and died: trusting in Jesus to rescue him

f. Jesus rescued James: sent His angels to take him to heaven

B. Simon Peter was captured

1. The same Herod, the same man who first fed Christians to the lions, captured Peter with the intent of doing what he'd done to James

2. Like a child who misbehaves, and after someone laughs, does it again for their approval

3. Peter, knowing what had happened to his good friend James, trusted Jesus

a. "If that's the worst you can do…."

b. He knew that God was for him, so who could be against him?

c. Prayed and trusted…and was saved: an angel loosed his chains and led him out of the city

C. Herod still became popular

1. They called him a god

2. He accepted their praise

3. He died a gruesome death

IV. When you're in trouble, God will provide

A. Protect in all instances

1. Already has plans for you to prosper

2. Will keep you safe from anyone who might try to take you from Him

3. Might be times of trouble and persecution

4. If you're not being persecuted, ask why. It may be that Satan has no need to tempt you.

5. Regardless, nothing Satan throws at you can outweigh God's love

6. God works through Satan's tricks to bring us closer to Him

7. Unlike insurance, He's there before it happens

B. Against those with and without insurance

1. With

a. We're quick to criticize other Christians and question their faith

b. We're slow to help those in need

2. Without

a. The world is quick to persecute us

b. We're silenced for speaking about morals

c. Sharing the Gospel is "pushy", no matter how you do it

d. Christians automatically have fewer rights than any group opposed to us

3. Yet God will protect us

a. His Church will persevere

b. One day, Jesus will come back to settle things for all time

C. Doesn't care who's at fault

1. We should be 100% at fault

a. We sin daily, running up our "premiums" so we can't afford any insurance from God

b. No amount of good works can restore us to God

c. We deserve to have our policies canceled

2. Jesus is 100% at fault

a. Jesus lived the perfect life

b. Never did anything that God would consider "fault"

c. Yet He paid the price for all our failings

d. Because He took the blame, our records are perfect

V. Conclusion: For salvation, we don't need insurance; we have assurance

A. Insurance can only be there after the fact

B. We know that God will save us

1. He paid the price for us on the cross

2. He gives us His Body & Blood as proof

C. God is always with us

1. He is our most precious treasure

2. He will restore all things on the last day

3. He will raise us back to life

4. Never again will there be a broken heart

5. We won't need insurance because we can rest assured that He'll take away all disasters for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Play the faith drop game

Message: Talk about trusting in God to catch us no matter what
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