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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What are you afraid of?

Message: Jesus faced the worst possible scary thing for us: God’s anger. Because He did that for us, dying on the cross, we need not fear anything.

Fear not

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 11:27-12:3) During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So what motivates you? What gets you going?

1. Much of our world, including many churches, motivate with fear

a) Parents saying: You’d better get your grades up, or you’ll never get into a good college.

b) Spouses saying: If you don’t do this or that, I’m going to leave you. (The adult version of, “I won’t be your best friend any more!” See how well we mature?!)

c) Churches saying: “If you do this or that, you’ll have to answer to God for it!”

2. But fear doesn’t go very far

a) It works for a little while

b) But it quickly turns to despair

(1) “I’ve tried to change, but I keep failing, so why bother?”

(2) Or, “Well, I’ve managed fine so far, so why bother?”

B. If you want true motivation, you’ll find it in the Gospel

1. The Gospel motivates us beyond fear

2. And since the Holy Spirit works through the Gospel, it is much more effective

II. But in this day, some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. But one of them named Agabus rose and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would be a great famine throughout the inhabited world, and it happened while Claudius was Caesar.

A. Famine is a fearful thing that most of us know nothing about

B. Because we live in a wealthy society where even the poorest farmer is richer than the average person in our text

C. But we know the feeling of foreboding

1. When the bills come in faster than the paychecks

2. When the doctors say, “We’ve done all that we can.”

3. When unexpected changes happen in our lives that we don’t know how to cope with

III. But according to his ability, each disciple determined to send [a contribution] for the ministry of the brothers dwelling in Judea. And this they did, sending it through the hand of Barnabus and Saul to the elders.

A. The future looked bleak, so what did the church do?

B. Did they start stockpiling their resources to save for the coming famine, letting fear be their motivation?

1. Did they say, “We need to trim down our mission work—we can’t afford anything extra right now”?

2. Did they say, “We must be doing something wrong! Let’s see what gets results!”

C. No, they responded in faith, rejoicing in the Gospel

1. They gave of themselves to the ministry of the Word

2. They didn’t do so out of compulsion, but out of joy

3. Christ had and would take care of them, so they would respond by caring for others in need

D. We, too, can be confident with that same joy

1. We are certainly in the world

2. But we don’t operate the way the world does

3. Because God produces the “results”, not us, no matter how excellent our programs

4. We don’t look for “results” as if God were hired by us and could be told when and how He should “have the job done”

5. Rather, we are His servants, whom He blesses, and in thankfulness for those blessings, we share them with others

IV. But about that time, Herod the king put his hands on some of the church to do evil to them.

A. This is the Herod who built amphitheaters where lions could kill Christians

B. Again, fear confronts them

1. But history tells us that it did not consume them

2. Because even in the face of death at the gaping maw of a lion, we need not fear

3. Because we have the promise of resurrection

4. And should you be chosen to suffer for the faith, you can rejoice as they did that God has so honored you

V. And he killed James, the brother of John, by means of a sword.

A. James was the first apostle to be killed for the faith, martyred

1. You and I are called on to be martyrs (literally, “witnesses”) of Jesus Christ

2. And while it’s unlikely that you will be fed to lions

3. You will surely encounter trials and opposition in your life

4. And the more you stand up for the Gospel of Christ, the more you’ll encounter opposition

a) That’s not much of a motivation to live as a Christian

b) Remember that you are not the beneficiary of that witness

c) You have already received the benefit in the promise of eternal life in Christ

d) But through your witness, through your perseverance in the midst of struggles, your neighbor will see what a gift faith is

e) And through your witness to your neighbor, by your neighbor hearing the Gospel from you, God saves from hell itself

VI. And seeing that it was pleasing to the Jews, he additionally took Peter.

A. James, son of Zebedee, bishop of Jerusalem, was killed for his faith

B. Peter was also imprisoned, but later set free

1. Jesus assured us that we will all have our crosses to bear

2. He has also promised to preserve us through those trials and to carry our burdens

a) We don’t know what kind of salvation God will provide in any given situation

b) And as hard as it is to accept on this side of heaven, sometimes that salvation is from all trouble by allowing death and passage to heaven, as James experienced

3. But we can be sure that God does indeed save

a) Because Jesus carried the heaviest cross of all for us, the weight of all of our sin

b) And by His suffering and death, He has given you a promise

c) He has already saved you

d) And even if you die, you will live forever, sins forgiven, without fear in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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