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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is a promise? Do you always keep your promises?

Message: God always keeps His promises. He promised to send Jesus to die for us, and He kept His promise.

Promise Kept

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 13:26-39) “Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. “We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father.’ The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ So it is stated elsewhere: “‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’ “For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay. “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When I was a kid, we had long, elaborate methods of swearing

1. We knew we shouldn’t say “Swear to God” because it breaks the 2nd commandment

2. So we would say, “Cross my heart and hope to die, stick a needle in my eye,” and there was more, but I can’t remember it

B. Mormon temple ceremonies have several similar swearing statements

1. They say, “May my bowels be cut open and spilled out if I ever reveal this to anyone.”

2. Obviously, the fact that we know all this shows that someone didn’t keep his promise.

C. But no matter what you say, God can truly be trusted to keep His promises no matter what

1. He made the promise

2. And He kept it in Christ

II. Men, brothers, sons of the family of Abraham and those among you who fear our God, the Word of salvation has been sent.

A. God promised way back with Adam and Eve that He would send us salvation

B. And that salvation has come

C. His name is Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Christ

D. Promise kept

III. For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, not knowing this and the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled by condemning.

A. When God promised to send the Savior, He sent prophets over a one thousand year period

1. And they spoke and wrote vivid descriptions so they’d recognize Him when He came

2. Yet even those who studied these Scriptures, which God had preserved, didn’t recognize Him when He came

3. And so they condemned Jesus, demanded that He be crucified

a) How could they do this to the promised Savior?

b) And yet, in their jealous rage, in their striving to prove He was not the Messiah,

c) They fulfilled the Scriptures about Him, proving for all time that He was indeed exactly Whom He claimed to be

d) Proving that He was the fulfilled promise

B. And finding no cause for death, they asked Pilate to have Him executed. But when they had fulfilled all that was written about Him, they took Him down from the wood and laid Him in a tomb.

1. Why was Jesus executed? What charge did they hold against Him?

a) That He claimed to be the Christ

b) He claimed to be God

c) Yet, even though He claimed such, they couldn’t get reliable witnesses to the fact

2. So what happens today?

a) The exact opposite

b) Islam and other religions teach that He didn’t actually die—He just fainted

c) Others say He died, but His body was stolen

d) The only witnesses that get the whole story right are His supporters, the Gospel writers

e) The only witnesses who could get the whole story right without contradiction were Jesus’ own disciples

f) When they were looking for witnesses, the chief priests had the wrong people!

g) If they’d had Jesus’ disciples on the stand, they would have all the facts of His claim of Deity, and they would have the evidence they needed!

3. But He proved His godhead by dying on the cross

a) What is God’s nature? To suffer for His people

b) If you hear someone talking about God, and it’s not God who suffers and dies for His creation, you have the wrong God

c) Yes, God is mighty and powerful,

d) But what He’s really about is sacrifice for us

e) Keeping His promise to save

IV. But God raised Him out of death!

A. Jesus is exactly Who He claimed to be: the Lord of Life

1. And you can’t keep the Lord of Life in the grave

2. On the cross, the Lord defeated death

3.  So there’s absolutely no way He could remain prisoner to death

4. And He kept the promise to rise on the third day

B. For many days, He was beheld by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the ones who are now witnesses to the people

1. With all the confusing accounts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, whom do you believe?

a) Read the news magazines or watch TV, and you’ll get a dozen different stories about what “really happened”

b) But whom are you going to believe, so-called “experts” who live 2000 years later

c) Or eyewitnesses who saw Him raised from death?

C. And we evangelize you of the promise that was made to the fathers, that God fulfilled this to our children: He raised Jesus.

1. You see, God didn’t just make this promise to a handful of people

a) He promised salvation to the people of the Old Testament

b) He promised salvation to you

c) And He promised salvation to your children

d) And He kept and continues to keep that promise now and always

2. And as it is written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son. Today I have begotten you."

a) You see, the Son, eternally begotten of the Father, has always been God

b) And when God promised to send His Son to die for our sin, He was in complete agreement

c) But while He was already the Son of God, He proved it on Easter morning.

3. But that He raised Him out of death, no longer to return Him to decay, saying thus, that "I will give to you the holy & faithful of David."

a) Therefore, in another Psalm He says, "You will not give Your Holy One to see decay."

(1) God promised that Jesus would be raised from death, and He promised the same to you

(2) Jesus is the Holy One

(3) But because Jesus gave you His righteousness, His perfection,

(4) You are God’s holy one, and you will not decay forever

b) For while David, having served the purpose of God in his own generation, He was put to sleep and added to the fathers and saw decay, He Whom God raised did not see decay.

(1) We are all sinners

(a) And by our sin, we deserve nothing but death and hell

(b) And that’s what, in fact, we get, or at least a small taste of it—it’s temporary and there’s no hell for us

(2) But Jesus died to take away our sin

(a) And so, while we may still die

(b) We will not die forever

(c) And we will certainly never taste hell

(d) But rather, we will live forever with God, in Paradise until Jesus returns, then resurrected in the new creation

(e) All because Jesus paid for our sin

(f) All because God kept His promise

V. Therefore be it known to you, men, brothers, that through this [One], forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and everyone who is not able in the name of Moses to be justified, in this [One] each who believes is justified.

1. Nobody can be justified through Moses

2. That is, nobody can be declared righteous before God on the basis of the Law

a) We are sinners through and through

3. But whoever believes in Jesus, has faith in Him for forgiveness, receives just that.

a) He loves us

b) He kept His promise to forgive us

c) And He will keep His promise to give you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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