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Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 2:29-36, NIV) “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Book Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, the author shows his distaste for the Christian Faith

1. Widow Douglas teaching Huck about Moses and the others in the Bible

2. They’re all dead, and I don’t take much stock in dead people.”

II. David is dead but foretold the resurrection

A. Well known king

1. Not a major political leader

2. Famed for His devotion to God

3. More famed for the promise that the Messiah would come from His family & reign forever from His throne

4. David spoke about this Messiah in the Psalms, predicting the resurrection

B. This same Messiah whom David foretold is an even more well-known king

1. No human being has impacted history so greatly

a. Not only effect on society

b. Effect on humanity

i. Jesus didn’t come to give us new laws

1. Came to fulfill the Law

2. We’ve fallen short over & over

1. Haven’t taken opportunities to share God’s Word

2. Afraid to tell people about Jesus

3. Make excuses instead of confessing our sins to God

ii. Jesus came to make up for our failures

1. Went to the cross to be punished for our sins

2. Faced our God of justice and was declared guilty of our sin

3. Paid the price that we deserve

2. Not dead

a. Unlike David

b. Was only dead for about 36 hours

c. Horrible impact on the listeners

i. They were the ones yelling, “Crucify Him!”

ii. You don’t want to be guilty of an innocent man’s blood

iii. Especially when He comes back to life

d. Jesus didn’t rise to get revenge

i. Prepare the way for us

ii. Give us the promise and assurance of eternal life, paid for in advance

III. Because of the victory, Jesus poured out His Spirit

A. When He ascended into heaven, He didn’t leave us alone

1. Promised to be with us

a. Sent His Holy Spirit

i. Disciples locked up in upper room (Habit for them)

ii. Wind came into the room (Spirit/wind)

iii. Flames appeared on their heads

iv. Spoke in alternate languages (to holiday crowd)

v. people came to faith that day

vi. Only happens by the Holy Spirit

b. Continues to send

i. Word

1. Every time you hear or read the Word, the Spirit’s working in you

2. Right now, your faith is being strengthened by hearing this message

3. Not about my abilities as a preacher

4. About God’s ability through His Word (message)

ii. Sacraments

1. Faith created and strengthened

2. Food for our souls

3. Strengthens & empowers us

4. Most of all, takes away our sins in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Hebrew Bible

Message: Thankful for our Bible to help us learn about what Jesus did for us.

Lesson Summary

The Psalm for today pleads for God's mercy and asks Him to teach the supplicant His ways, preserving him from enemies. This Psalm can be thought of as the Church itself seeking God's guidance and blessing to carry out its work. The Old Testament Lesson is Ezekiel's famous vision of the valley of dry bones, in which God teaches the prophet His Spirit's power to revive the Church. The Epistle is the account of the events of the first Pentecost. In the Gospel, our Lord Jesus proclaims the coming of the Spirit to His followers, so that they will become sources of blessing to those around them.

Preservice Lesson

Commandment 7: Stealing: Not only not steal, but not cheat or take advantage, but help each other protect their goods: look out for each other as God looks out for us.
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