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Children’s Sermon

Object: Do some exercises (run in place, jumping jacks, etc.)

Message: I’m working out to get big & strong. If I get strong enough, I’ll just flap my arms right up to heaven. (Reaction) Can’t fly? Okay, I’ll climb a really big ladder! (Reaction) So, how do you get to heaven?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Amos 6:1-7, NIV) Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! Go to Calneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? You put off the evil day and bring near a reign of terror. You lie on beds inlaid with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instruments. You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Only a little over a month ago, we were a nation at peace

1. We were comfortable

a. A nation divided into warring camps

b. Little things seemed important that suddenly aren’t so important

2. Much like those Amos was speaking to in today’s text

a. People consumed with themselves

b. Not too concerned about anyone but themselves

c. Could see nothing but peace and prosperity for years to come

B. That all changed with 4 explosions that told us we were under attack

1. We suddenly learned that peace is a fleeting commodity

2. Comfort can quickly be replaced by fear and uncertainty

II. Woe to those who are secure because of the mountains.

A. The nations of Israel & Judah thought they were indestructible

1. Not because they were a major military power like the USA

2. Because they had Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Zion

a. Homes of the temples of Israel & Judah (respectively)

b. The temple was the place where God was present

c. Therefore, they figured that nothing bad could happen as long as God was with them

3. Nothing wrong with being secure in the Lord

a. They saw that presence as a “Good Luck” charm

b. Magic barrier to keep out evil

c. God is not a rabbit’s foot

III. Look around: the great cities have been brought low.

A. God, through Amos, points to the once-great nations around them: Calneh, Hamath, & Gath

1. All once-mighty places that were recently attacked and subjugated

2. There example is a warning to Israel

B. Don’t trust in landmarks

1. Mt. Gerizim & Mt. Zion, like the twin towers of New York, were inspirational to their nations’ people

2. But the place itself can’t save

C. Don’t trust in human ability

1. If Israel & Judah were trusting in their armies to save them, they were in trouble

a. They couldn’t see past their own comfort

b. Didn’t care about tomorrow—only today

2. Nothing wrong with patriotism

a. Remember, though, Who is the source of our security

b. Whether we’re at war or peace, national security is meaningless without God’s eternal protection

c. Eternity is God’s ultimate concern for us

IV. The first to go captive will be:

A. Those who think calamity is far off

1. On the evening of September 10, we never expected destruction to come

2. Such destruction is usually sudden

3. When Jesus returns, there won’t be any warning, either

B. those who are sure of themselves

1. Over half of the people in this country believe that they can be saved based on their own works

2. That God is fickle enough to just ignore their constant sin and rebellion

3. If you are one of these that believes that your usually failed attempts at leading a God-pleasing life deserve eternal life

4. That attitude requires either a very large view of yourself or a very small view of God

C. who seek their own gratification

1. What are your goals in life?

a. Be rich or respected

b. Have a fancy car or house?

c. Those are selfish goals

2. Nothing wrong with enjoying God’s blessings

a. But when they become our focus

b. When our lives revolve around the gifts instead of the giver

c. That’s idolatry

D. who do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph

1. Have you grieved over the ruin of Joseph lately?

2. Amos is talking about the church

a. The dominant tribe in the Northern Kingdom was Ephraim, descendants of one of the sons of Joseph

b. This tribe, as others, was dominated by idolatry

c. Ruined, not militarily, but spiritually, by this same idolatry

3. The Christian church is the successor to  Old Testament Israel

a. We, too, are easily drawn into idolatry

i. Putting anything in your life ahead of God

ii. Passing up an opportunity to share Christ

iii. Any time you don’t fear, love, and trust in God above all things

V. Yet where we were lazy, Christ was diligent

A. We put off danger and are self-confident

1. Jesus repeatedly warned us to be ready at all times

2. He didn’t put off danger: He set His eyes on Jerusalem, ready to go to the cross for us

B. We seek our personal gratification

1. Jesus, even when faced with the cross, said to God, “Not My will, but Yours be done”

C. We ignore the plight of the church

1. Jesus wept over the church

2. Even gave up His life for her

VI. Where we were self-absorbed, Christ was consumed by the will of God

A. Jesus, Who sought the will of God, allowed Himself to be punished for your laziness and inflated egos

1. The wrath of God we deserve for your sin was laid on Jesus

2. He was ruined in your place

3. Because of His death, He has removed all your sin
B. So in the face of danger and war

1. We don’t need to trust in landmarks, military power, or any other expression of human might

2. The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge

3. He has forgiven us and will be with us into tomorrow, even if tomorrow never comes. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Amos 6:1-7, NIV) Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! Go to Calneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? You put off the evil day and bring near a reign of terror. You lie on beds inlaid with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instruments. You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Only a little over a month ago, we were a nation at peace

1. We were comfortable

a. A nation divided into warring camps

b. Little things seemed important that suddenly aren’t so important

2. Much like those Amos was speaking to in today’s text

a. People consumed with themselves

b. Not too concerned about anyone but themselves

c. Could see nothing but peace and prosperity for years to come

II. Woe to those who are secure because of the mountains.

A. People trust in lots of crazy things to help them

1. God has given us people to help us

2. We have neat stuff

3. Really, we need to trust God

4. He’s the One who gave us those people and that stuff

III. Who’s in trouble with God?

A. those who are sure of themselves

1. Over half of the people in this country believe that they can be saved based on their own works

2. Can we earn our salvation?

3. Can we get to heaven by the things we do?

B. who do everything to make themselves happy

1. Nothing wrong with enjoying God’s blessings

a. When our lives revolve around the gifts instead of the giver

b. That’s idolatry

IV. Yet where we were lazy, Christ was diligent

A. We seek just to make ourselves happy

1. Jesus, even when faced with the cross, said to God, “Not My will, but Yours be done”

V. Where we were self-absorbed, Christ was consumed by the will of God

A. Jesus, Who sought the will of God, allowed Himself to be punished for you

1. The wrath of God we deserve for your sin was laid on Jesus

2. He was ruined in your place

3. Because of His death, He has removed all your sin
B. So in the face of danger and war

1. He has forgiven us and will be with us into tomorrow, even if tomorrow never comes. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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