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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: If someone were mean to you, would you want to be his friend?

Message: Every time we sin, we’re being mean to God, but He still wants to be our friend, and Jesus let God be mean to Him instead of to us so we could be God’s friends.

Hope against Hopelessness

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Colossians 1:21-28) Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness-- the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Roughly six thousand years ago, God gave Adam authority over his family to teach them of His love and salvation.

1. Sometime later, Cain killed Abel

2. And of all the many sons and daughters Adam and Eve had, only the line of Seth remained faithful

B. A couple thousand years later, Noah was given the same responsibility

1. He and his family were the only faithful remaining

2. Of his three sons, only Shem’s descendents remained faithful

C. The process repeats itself with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and again with Moses, the judges, and the kings of Israel, most of whom didn’t remain faithful themselves

D. And by the time Jesus came, very few remained faithful, and even the faithful struggled

E. At Pentecost, the process began again with the Apostles taking the message out

F. So where are we today? Is this Pentecost all over again, or are we in the days of Noah, when the Christian Church is hard to find?

1. Watch the news, or talk to your friends

2. It’s considered impolite at best, hostile at worst, to share your faith

3. Suggesting that Jesus is the only way to heaven, as He assured us that He is, is considered absolutely scandalous and ignorant even by many who claim the name “Christian”

4. Our world embraces angels but denies the existence of the devil

5. Most people believe in heaven, but fewer and fewer believe in hell

6. Jesus said that, when He returns, it would be like the days of Noah

7. My brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to the family of Noah—our numbers are being seduced by the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh.

II. And although you were formerly alienated and hostile of mind in the evil works, now you have been reconciled.

A. We live in a society of hopelessness

1. We’re told that, since death is inevitable, we may as well embrace it through physician-assisted suicide

2. And since life is short, we need to get what we can out of it, removing any inconvenience, even if that inconvenience is an unborn child

3. And since marriages never last a lifetime, we may as well redefine them, whether as gay marriages or as multiple partners or as live-in partners who never make a public vow, all settling for less than what God intended for us

B. And yet, you have been given a hope that redefines hope!

1. By yourself, you were hopeless in sin

2. And that sin made you an enemy of God

3. But Jesus reconciled you to God

a) He faced your hostility and paid the price for it

b) He was alienated from God on your behalf on the cross

4. And because Jesus reconciled you, you have the ultimate hope: eternal life!

III. in His fleshly body through death, to present you holy and without blemish and blameless before Him.

A. Jesus is the only man who ever lived Who was completely blameless

B. He alone lived up to God’s expectations

C. Yet by giving up His life for you, He gave you His blamelessness

IV. If you indeed continue in the faith established and steadfast and do not move away from the hope of the Gospel that you have heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

A. What is it to “move away from the hope of the Gospel”?

1. It means being deceived by the wisdom of the world

2. It means getting your ideas about God from “I think,” which is unbelievably fraught with error

3. Your chances of being right about the nature or will of God based on personal experience or observation is slightly worse than picking up a phone book from a random city and guessing the phone number of a random person from the book.

4. Yet the most common basis of theology begins with “I think” instead of “Thus says the Lord.”

B. If you’ve continued in the faith, does anyone know?

1. What evidence do you give of your faith?

2. Is it public knowledge not just that you’re a Christian, but what you believe about Jesus Christ? (Many people believe than “Christian” means simply “Someone who does good things.”)

C. With your reluctance to take every opportunity to tell others what Jesus has done for them, is it any wonder that we’re living in the days of Noah?

D. How different would the world be if all Christians shared Christ’s love in word and deed!

V. Now I rejoice in the suffering for your sake and fill up on my part what is lacking of the tribulation of Christ in my flesh of His body, that is the church.

A. St. Paul was writing this letter from prison, where he was suffering for the faith

1. You’re afraid of what damage a Christian witness could do to your reputation

2. St. Paul rejoiced that his life was on the line, that he was imprisoned for being a Christian and telling others

3. If you were accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?

B. Suffering for the sake of the Gospel is the absolute greatest honor you could ever receive

1. Because the greater the suffering, the greater the witness God is able to bring out of it

2. As well, it is evidence of your willingness to share the Gospel

3. It’s proof that you’re willing to set aside whatever it takes to share the Gospel

4. And when the eternal souls of your friends, family, and neighbors are on the line, as indeed they are, there can be no higher priority

5. Getting the Word out makes the difference between the days of Noah, when only 8 were saved, and Pentecost, when 3,000 were saved in one day

6. It’s not about a notch in your Bible or adding numbers to our roster so more people can put money in the plate

7. It’s about snatching souls from hell the way a firefighter saves people from burning buildings

VI. Of which I was made a minister according to the stewardship of God Who has given me to you to make full the Word of God.

A. You might say to yourself, “Who am I to witness to others?”

1. “That job should be left to those more qualified than me!”

2. Yet God chose St. Paul, a murderer

3. And He chose you, not to be an apostle like Paul, but to share the Gospel with those He brings into your life

B. Why did He choose you?

1. According to His Stewardship

2. He has his reasons and knows you can do what He has given you to do

3. Not because of your own ability, but because of His ability to work through you

VII. The mystery that has been hidden from the ages and from the generations but now has been revealed to His holy ones to whom God willed to make known what is the wealth of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

A. No matter what happens to you in this life, no matter what the suffering,

B. You can rejoice in the blessing of the mystery revealed to you

C. So many seek God but don’t know where to find Him

D. But you know where to find Him: in the Word and Sacraments

E. In them, He finds you

F. And He will never let you go

G. He has made you, who were His enemy, to be His child forever

VIII. Whom we proclaim, warning every person and teaching every person in all wisdom that we may present every person complete in Christ.

A. If anyone goes to hell for not knowing Christ or believing in Him, let it not be because of your negligence.

1. Let them know the wisdom that has been revealed to you

2. Tell them how much you love them, that you want them to be with you in heaven, that you can’t bear to see them suffer in hell

3. The wisdom that has been revealed to you is not something to push on others

a) Don’t use propaganda

b) Don’t sling mud

c) Just let them, whoever they are, know how much you love them, that you love them enough to share this simple message

4. By suffering, by sharing the message, you don’t earn anything

5. Christ has already earned all that’s necessary for you and given it, that is, the righteousness of God, to you

6. In Jesus, you have been made complete

a) Through faith, you have been reconciled to God

b) And in the midst of your distress, you have hope—absolute assurance of eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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